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Editor Canadian .Dru;jist.
Thl sugges~tions of l r. Pet rie re .Price

Books is wort.hy of serious eonsideration.
There is nou doubt, t lit, Lite ptesent, con-
dition of the, drug trade, tl say iotiing
of the profession, is sucl tigt to utm inttain
ourt position in ite cotniiiun ity, requires
the best ability to be found :uiontgst, tlt,
profession. i am tnot one of the "oilest,"
but uithin illy recolleetion oui 1puitiui as
a profession8 and1i trado iha1s becol'me yery
imich infringed upon amtrestricted.
jience the neeessity for utnanimity, not
nlot 0111y in sentiment as to the position
and righîts whichd are ours, but uniformiity
of prices Ouglt also to prevail, which
wolid tend more to foster a lielthy, fra-
terial feeling amongst the druggists of the
Province. But soute one says, " Show us
ta plan by which t o accomplisih you object."
l1ere is one wiicih I have beenî giving

soimie tIougt, to.
'rite Province being divided into dis-

tricts, let cls district ime tiree or- four
of its nembers, who with the couicil
representative would form a delegation to
sa conference composed of the dlegates
fromt all the districts. The district delc-
gates shouild secture all possible informa.
tion as to prices in their respective
districts ; also a list, of ail articles kept in
drug stores, T mean drugs ani sundries it
is not to be tŽxpected that paints, oils, &C.,
can reason:ebly be incilded in a druggists'
price list. This diata secured, the difliculty
prestnts itself, viz:- upon what principle
shall the prices be fixed. The necessity
for a certain amoutnt of elasticity, if wem'
mnay use tiat tern, isapparent. hie first
thing to do is to aiscertain the cost of sell-
ing gootds, which can be done by securing
fron as mnany dlruggists as possible the
ratio of expense, exclusive of living ex-
penses, to both cost of goods, and total
volume of business ; sone have estima-
ted this at front 20 per cen-lt. to 35
per cent. of the volume of business done.
It is easier to sec that the .larger the
volume of business the less the relative
expense of doing business. Eniquiry and
experience lead tue to believe that in vil
lage and town stores the per cent. is about
25 or 30. The next question to decide is
wlietiher the profits to be detrivedi suil h
estiiated by per cent. or siall there iere-
ly be a re-adjustment of the prices whici
have prevailed for so long. If the latter,
viat plan will secutre untiformnity. T*here

is but onle whieii appears feasible, that is
to adopt for ebt'i article the lonest price
for which such article is sold in any part
of tie province, tisi. price to be a iiiiiii-
mun, and aiy> druggist w ho coisîder it
ito low c:n incre ilthe price Tlt cost

of drugs is virtually tle- saine to ail dug.
gists, subject to tie fluctuations of the

miaiket, whicli do not always fiavor the
same ini ividuil ; freights, express, &c., to
lonsg diistace are a ' cry smi all itet in the

iicrýemeost oigoods, b it may be
assntised tiat goodîs bouiglit oit the saime
day from te sne iouise will cost the
saine dt'ic e toIany part of the province.
Any diference ill bIl îe so siall tat the
prolit secuîred by tt! sale will be sullicient
to cover' tlie iiicreased cost of delivery and
still nlot put thte iirii idual at any decided
disadvantage to his coimtpetitors. Thus
tle adoption of time lo est price ill lot
work antty injustice to the du'uggists of tlie
province, as surely 110 oe cat be fouid
foolisi enmoughi to seil goods at less tian a
liviig profit. Exvéption would have to be
imadet to prices tiht direct resultof ::utting.

''ie pI ic. book secured, how shmall it be
placed in the handittis of the druggists, and
its universal adoption secured Titis is
is the imost dIillicult part of the prograimeu .
1 have soute suggestions, but will defer for
a timte.

1t is to be hoped thagt the District
Associations will take titis niatter upI) and
thus pave the way to intreasetheprosperity
and influence of the druggists of the
province. ,Outr field of action is being
rutilessly trespassed oni and unless somle
deciled stand is taket our profession will
becoic at by word and reproach.

Yours truly,
R. S. Murn.

Pon-r, EamN, )ec. 4, 1890.

To the Editor :

Dnuan Sîn,-A communication, signed
J. F. Burkhohler, hailing fromt Londor,
Ont., appears ini the Deceiber nunber of
the Cuamdiau, Pharmaceutical Journal in
which the writer discourses cloquently on

cabbage leads," "l Darwinian imovemient
of plants," Kentucky bile lieks," "Spee-
truin analysis " andI "Science " all in one
breath. As Mr. B. is, I believe, a gradu-
ate of the Ontario College of Plarntacy,
ie probably knows a great deal about
these subjects and feels delighted in airing
themî to "those druggists who never -saw
the inside of a college door," (wIat a
beautiful sigit it muust be, and iow it
would astonisi the poor, ignorant, ancient
druggist, to sec it).

Blut, sir, aside frot ail the frivolous ex
chinations frot a person wlio lias seen
tlie " inside '' of a., college door, what do
the contentions Ctiount to ? Simply titis,
tuitt the Council, according to hsis idea,
sough t in somte way to " bully thte teachter's,"
ad wisied to show their- authority. Now,
while not appearing as m apologist for
any of the Coutcil, anld Inot desiriig to
shield tise in aniy way in whiclh they
imlay have erred, 1 tlink the facts prove
conclusively that the 'l shoe is oit thle
other foot " altogether. As a prominlent
ex-miemiber of tte Counîcit reuimarked-this
Couincil seemîs determiined to run their
own -business theimselves, instead of allow-
ing the profes.nors to run it for then-
and, are tse3 nlot righit? Do nlot wie

. druggists blntl these imuite as our 'cpresenî.
tative to umange tlie alhtlrd of th Col.

lege, not to ask auy professor iow it
shiouli15 binanagedl i hat, min "myt3 humbiilte
opinion" is tits secret of the imatter.
What our College wains is nn ai teaci-
ing stati, wio, with tiheir work laid out
filr theim, will us their uttnost endeavors
to niake the Colleges ais it shouid be,
otne of the le iading ex ponents of pharia-
ceuitcal teaching Oit thtis continent, leav-
intg tiht work of Council management
eitirely to the Counîcil, whose province it
is to see tliat in its h1and1s1 every stitdeit
hias the beSt of pharmaceutical training
andtelaboratory experience, aid timt the
provisions of the Piarmacy Act are faitt-
fully carried out.

Thatking you for vaiied space, I ai
Yours trily,

WEsrns DituctisT.

To the Editor qf)' Th Canad«clianu Druggi8st:

Thecro is considerable talk re coming
elections, but intnuy of the districts have
not even local Organeiations. Owing to
the itmp1>ortnttice of thge comiiig election is
it nlot timîîe that soute active work was
being dote 1Oi«ustzs.

Pharmacy In Bulgarla.

The Austrian journals are paying spec-
ial attention just now to piarmnaccutical
alItirs in Bulgaria, which seems to be a

'kind of happy huiting-grou nd for crowded-
out phiarmttacists frot the dual muoniarchy.
Somo nionthts ago we publishîed soute par.
ticulars coiceriig the condition of phar.
macy in ti Buligarian principality, and
we now add to tite particulars then given
soute details gathered frotm- receit issues
of the journal of the Austrian tiotheker-
Verenantd t-ie Pharmaceutisce Post. Bul-

garia is divided into departments, whichi
are subdivided into districts. lit iiost of
the departmtentai capitails, towns of 9,000
to 10,000 inhabitants, but iiclutitg, very
often, an administrative area of 60,000 to
70,000 inhabitants, there is generally only
one plarnacy, which miight be. supposed
to do a splendid trade, and would do so
but for the fact that the illegal exercise
of the craft-in spite of thte stringency of
the laws whiclt arc supposed to protect the
legitiniate professors of the art-is almost
openly practiced througihout the country
by itinerant hawkers, quacks and priests.
ite establishment of pharmacies is only

allowed by special consent.

Many dr'utggists are asking about Cali-
fornia becs. The Toronto Evening News
reports the following :-Californîia bees
are siiply a fungus growth whichi is foind
on the inside of a beer tap, and wlicli,lik(t
ail other fungi, hluts the power to incea
rapidly with apparently little ori 110 sus-
tenaice. Put two tablespoonfuls of
molasses and two teaspooniuls of brown
sugar to a quart of water and let it stnd
three days; then bottle it, putting thgree
gopd teaspoonfuls of sugar and about a
third of a teaspoonful of h1ome-grountd
ginger to a quart of the beer and jet it
stanîd two days, Look out for your oye
wlhen you openl the bottlo,
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