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Contributors and Covvespondents,

NOTES FROM THE NORTE-WIST.

Editor Buatien AKERICAN PREEBYTENIAN.

Deanr Sm, —~My last lotter loft me at
Bault Sto Marie, Trom thenee we pro-
coeded fo Silver slot, which wo resched
on Wednesdny anersoon, Mr. H. M. Me-
Pherson, who supplies this station during
tho summer months, met us at the land
ing, a8 also Mr, Livingstone, one of the
loading adherents of the Presbyteriau couse
in thet place, For tho present, Mr. Me-
Pherson is the only Protestant minister
there, thef Wesleyan Mothodist preacher
having loft at the last conference, and no
other having yet artived. Mr. McPherson
voports the attendance in the worning at
40, and in the ovening over 100. Thero is
a strong desiro on the part of the Presby-
toxians to have an ordained minister set-
tled mnong them as speedily as possible.

“An tho church orected by the Silver Islet

Company is common fo all denominations,
only onoe sorvice wonld be required of us,
but it is stated that the Company would
willingly supplement his stipend, if he
could during the weok engage in teaching.
‘There is no school whatever in the place,
and tho young mon and women are grow-
ing up without cducation and discipline of
sny kind whatever. To a young man,
Tendy for ordination, aud who asks a quict
place for study, and where at the same
time he would be tho menns of doing much
good, Silver Islot presents many induce-
ments. I trust this peint will be supplied
ore Mx. McPherson leaves.

While various conflicting reports are cux-
ront concerning the rosources of “Silver
Islet,” in & mining point of view,tho weight
of evidence is in favor of its productivencss
and value. From 610 16 barvels of the
ore sra takon daily out of tho mine, and
the Company are incrcasing the number of
miners aund oxtending their operations.
Tho first fatal accident that lias oceurred
sluco the commencement of this enter-
prise, happened on the Tuesday evening
beforé wo amived. A Norweginn miner
only two weeks in the ‘country, fell down
ono of thd sliafts and wWas killed. The
funcral took place in the aftornoon, We
were thero, attended byalt the miners—the
oxercises Yeing conducted by ¥Mr. McPher-
son, ’

Froth ' Silver Yslet fo Princo Arthur's
Lnuding, is & xun of only two hours, Hero
wo xaot dr. MoKerracher, who has charge
of the Station for the smhmer months.
Prinéo Arthur's Landing has grown up
within the last four yeare, and owes its im
portauco chietly to tho fact thai it is the
boginuing of the Dawson ronte to Yort
Ga¥ry. Liko all now places, things aro ag
yot in a very unsottled state. Our Church
is ys prosperous, perhaps, as uny of the
other dencminations, but haviug no place
of worship, is placed at a disadvantage. A
site for n Church, in what scems an oligible
Tocation, has been secured, :aud in tho avent
of o pexmanent minister being sent, the
Luilding will bo commenced forthwith, The
growth of the “Ianding” depends very
michhs to whother it shall bé seleeted as the
starting point of the projected railway. In
auy case, however, the prospects of our
cause are such as {o.cail for perthnnent sup-
rly of ordinances. ‘

Thess three placec—~Sanlt Sto Muric,
Silver Islet, und Prince Axthur’s Landing—
must, for o timoe at least, bo dealt with as
specinl eases by tho Home Mission Com-
mittee. The cost of living is great, and
salaries sufficient in  ordinary places ave
entirely below what is demanded in  such
loealities,

At the “Landing” wo met witl: the Rov.
Mr. Nisbet and family, and the Rov. M.
Black, waiting for the “Manitoba” to take
them on to Duluth, thence to Foxl Garry.
Meysrs. Nisbet and Black sailed on the 1st
July from Collingwood, on the “Cumber-
land,” and expeeted beforo this dato tohave

avrived at Winnipog. But the vessol got !

aground ut Owen Sound’ for 86 hours, and
when they reached Princo Arvllun's Land-
ing on Sabbath morning, the “Algoma,”
which should have taken them on to

Duluth, was found disabled, and uuable’

to proceed.  Our brethren were therefore
compolled (ut their own cxpense) o vo-
main at tho hotel wntil our . ival on Wed-
nesday evening. T cannot hut think, that
the Collingwood Line, in all fuirness, shonid
have at least paid the hotel bill of at the
passengers, thus detained at great incon.
venieueo aud loss.  This they decidedly re.
fused to Qo, althougk one of the company
was on board when tho request was prc:
seated. The "“Manitoba,” in consideration
of the cirenmgtances, dealt vory liberally
witly our brethren, aud it gives o plen.
fure, for this and othor ‘reasons, to recomn.
niend the Suraia route to the , brethren
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going tu the Neoth Wost.  Puluth waa
reached Thorsday afternoon, wheve all
the parsengers for Winnipeg vig the North.
et Pucifio Railway, disembarked. Short
ns our voyags had becu, moeny pleasing
fmendships hed boou anauws, and tmach
Christion intcreourso empoyed, which made
ovr parting more tlion mero sentimont-
Bat it is thue thevagh life. We meet but
to part.

The city of Duluth (thore pre no towns
or villages in the United States), is beauti-
fully situated at the head of Lake Superior,
As 1o 13 present population and prospec-
tive growth, opimons ditfer. Some say it
has « population of 6,000—others again
make it as low a8 8,000, Somo assert that
nt no distant day it must rival Chicago or
St. Louis, others that its best days are
over, and that it will decline in population
and commerce. A Canedian from Mon
treal, whom wenet on the streets, asserted
that “it was o grand fraud and swiudle’
~—tant “the bottom of Duluth was already
clenn gone under,” and that no honest man
would remain if ho could get awny. This
man is preparicg to emigrate to Winnipeg,
Manitoba, having alveady shipped most of
his goods. ¥o only remains in “Unclo
Sam’s terntory ' till he collects his dobts—
an undortaking, he declares, exceedingly
hard to a~complish. Other Canadisus, who
have ovidently been more successful in
their operntions, speak in exceedingly
glowiy terms of its certa oxpansion and
vapid growth.

Duluth can boast of 10 Evangelicul
Churches, somo excellent liotels, and stores
of every deseription. It ean also, I regret
to eay, (80 faras my observation goes),
more than cqunl the most debaged city in
the U, 8., for drinking saloons and taverns.
Ivery sccond door on the principal streots
isn groggery—-Dutch or Aworican. The
amount of drunkenness in this small plnce
must be something fearful.

On Friday moruing, the 11th, our party
startod for Moorhead, vin tho Northern
Pacific Railway. Before leaving wo re-
ceived a tolugram from Winnipeg H.at tho
steamer “Dakota” would wait tho arrival
of our train, aud lenve Moorhead dirsct for
Winnipeg in the cvening. Aftexra run of
11 houts over one of tho bleakest and secm-
ingly most barren portions of Minncsota,
wo reached Moorhend, and cmmbarked on
the “Dakotn.” Our quarters avo cortainly
not tho most iiviting. 'The boat is by
muchs the smaliest of tho thrao at present
plying on the Red River, and hatdly wor.
thy of regular passenger traffic. Tho ac.
commmodation m tho state rooms, all told,
oxtond to 20 persons, and there aro niore
than donble that uumber, I should judge,
on board. Tho resuis 1s that every mch of
sleeping necommodation on flovr aud  deck
ig taken, and with the  vhermomote: ap.
proaclung blovd heat, aud mosquitoes by
the legion, our slumbers .aro certainly not
peaceful. The prospect of threo sach days
and nights 13 not pleasiug, but 1t may pre-
pare us for harder tunes in Muuitopn. It
the Ne 7 Province 18 to inciease accordng
to tho sanguing expectations of Canachans,
there must bo  railway conununseation
forthwith between Ontario and Winmpeg.

On board the care fo Moorhead we met
tho Rev. Mr. Lyon, of St. Paul's, one of

‘the District Mission secrotaries of tho Am-

oncan Presbyterian Church.  He husunder

Ins cave all tho Mission Churches and Sta. L

tions m Minnesotn and JDakota Teuntory;
and was on a visit to the moro remote por-
tions of his divcese. At Brnpinexd, the junc.
tion of the rairond, we met the Rov, T\ G.
Smith, of I'ond du  Lac, Wisconsin, on his
way Tromo from Winuipeg, whero ho has
supplied Kuos  Church for the lust 2 Sab.
buths. He reports favorably of omr pro-
gress. Ou Saturday we met the “Inta.
national” on her voyuge up from Winni-
reg to Moorhead, having on board Miss
Dorothy, the music teacher in the Ladics’
School.  Sho gues to spend her vacation i
Western Ountatio.

All ave delightod with the beauty of the
Red River scenery. I it weronot so wind-
tng, s beanty would be stul greater in our
oyes, But to wravel 600 miles  instend of
200—=ly the direct route—is euvugh to
weary, if not disgast the most enthusiastic,

admirex of Natare's floxa.

Reports reach us that tho grasshopper
plaguo has ngain appeared in Manitoba
and that tho crops in cartuin loealitics are
hikely to bo o perfect fmlave, To the ninny
struggling proneers of our Now_ Provins e
this st he  asad drawback., Ttist: e
Loped that the coming husvest may prove
more nbundant than what is now cexpected.

As T write theso elosing lines, we nre
coming in sight vf Lori Gurry, having ne-
complished the journey m ¥, duys, The
weather is all that can Vo Jowived. Aller
our Proshytery weetivg on Wedvnesdny, T
shall send auother communication, Mean.
while,

I reusin, yours sineerely,

w. G

. Stesmicx Dskota, Bed Rivey July. 14, 1878,

LAKE SUPERIOR LETTER. |
Editer BRITIEN AMERICAN PRIGUTTERLY,

Deak B, —You reqrested me to write
ty you feem thig inforesting place, T
promdsed to Jo 20, but eulpable negligrace i
has hitkerto prevented me,  Perhaps your
veaders wonld like to know exactly what
and where Silver Talet §5 ; for thoagh therr
geographicsl knowledge may in general bo
protty esteusive, yet thoy may be pro-
sumed nnaqueinted with the exaet position
and size of the Islet, inasaelr ag, were it
marked on wny ordinary sohool map, I
believe it would require 2 micraseopo to see
it.  The island from which the village or
shore derives main support and exerything,
wes originally only o little rock projecting
out of the water threo quarters of 2 mile
from shore, It was about seventy feot long
by about thirty feet wide. Tt is exactly at
the head of the peninsula between two
Jarge bodies of water—Thunder Bay and
Black Bay. Tho foxmer is a most magnifi-
cent bay.  In length from Notth to South
Iit i about thirly miles; in breadtl oigLteen.
On the west of it aro the twe rising towns,
Princo Arthur's Landing and Fort Willinm,
with the beautiful valley of the Kaministi-
vuia, along whicly, by the way, in the esti-
mation of every individual in thir region,
is the only sonsible route for a rnilroad,
froma the head of navigation to the great
North Went, into which softlers are now
pouring overy woek, both from Canada gud
tho Uaited Stales. South-west of Fort
William are the McKay mountaing over a
thousand feet in hoight. ‘Thunder Bay is
guarded on the South by Pie Island, which
in height varies from two hundred to noarly
eight hundred feet, and on the East of this
bay there is Thuuder Cape which rises
through o serics of six steps from South to
North till it renches to the height of thirteen
hundred and fifty feet. 'Chis capo therefore
forms the Westorn sido of the Peuinsula, at
tho head of whiclt Silver Islet is.

Small the Tsland originally was, but it is
now greatly growing iu size. Massive crib-
work has been sunk in the lake around i,
and filled with the rock from the shore.
Thoro nré on it six ¢r goven buildings, one
of whielt is n large bording housd which
very inadequately accommodates neprly n
hundred and twenty men.  Extensivo; ad
ditions are being made this summets - 3en
have been working night and Jday en-
deave ring to earty out a8 sooh s pdgsiblo
the plan at present 'contomplx‘ll'cd,w'l‘xicjn will
make the longest oxtent of the island eight
hundred feet, and then thore will bo amjsle
acrommodation for the future. The hiners,
of whom there Are about ninoty, witl the
exceptinn of & very few, all bovd on  the
island. The workin the mine is cunrried on
vight and day, ench mined boitig fequired
to work juét eight howrs "por day--Jong
enough, however, to be in gueh o Jismal
place, two hundred and fifty feet holow the
surface of the water. 'The vein, which still
workawell, is hearly perpendienlar, aud runs
North and Sonth.  'Ihe quantity of sitver
daily taken ont einee Inst wivéor has varied
from one t6 cigliteon barrele, vach of witich
would average nearly 3500 in value. A
lnrge quantity of silver 2lso has been taken
np by the diver from the bed of the lake.

There are on shove ovar four hundred in
habitants dwelling in houses all of which
belong to the Comgany, as everything, in
faot, hieve dops. A neat little building, with
a bell on it and an g in i, kerves the
purpeso-both of n day school and & chiureh.
Until about threo months ngo it was used
on Sabbath fovenoon by the Roman (‘atho-
lics, whio numbee about one hnndred and
eighty, nnd by the Protestants in the aster-
noon. Of the latter the Fresbyterians are
largely in tho mpjority, and they theinfore
feel that thoy should have a minister of
their own. There was a Methodist minister
hero when I arrived by the fixst bont—the
Manitoba, which, by the way, I would
!ike to conmmend for its good behavionr in

not whistling on the Sabbath, and its tem-
perance principles. On account of jll-health
however, he left o Jittle ovor two wecks
after I eaine.  Sineo then I havo been the
| enly xepresentative of the Protestant “nun- |
{astoes heve,  Lut another Methodist nm- |
1rter 18 now daily ospected.  Considening
‘ the place, where there ave so many youuy |
| men from so mauy differont pavts of the
world, and away fron all tho restizunt of
buniy, the people are, 08 2 general 1ule,
well inchined.  'There 18 a vory good atten-
dance m the church on Sabbath eveniugs ;
It v the evening tho attendunve has
{ lutherto been far-too suuedl.  Chere is no
| proper reasou why 1t should not ho as lavge
wsan tho evemnyg,  One great blessmy to
tlis pluco 18 the fact that no intoxicating
liquor is allowed to bo xold. The only
hquor Iawinlly kept in tho whole pluce i3
| secreted ain the genaral provision store, and
uo one can got any ofit withontth, doctor's
preseuption.  Though well Lnowing the
tvils o mteguyemuco at ong tiane I digl not
ock with much favoron a g_roh;bitoxy liguor
law, but after secipg its eerih even .on A
sl sealo haxe, I Lolieve it. would hex
benglip apywhere. . ., e ..

v LIPS

For the infurtuativn of the juemhbegs of
the Students Mizslonury Seciety Ly which
I was ~ent hore, and with the working and
abjeots of which your readers oaght to be
woll nequoanted, I wnay state that from
what I know of the peuple hure Ido not
(Link that thi: year the Missionory tu
Silver Tslet will be any burden at o1l to the
Soocicty; and further, thut after this there
will be no necessity of rending o mussionary
cithor o this pluce ot Sault 8t. Mane, for
the Rov. Wia. Cochrane, who last weck
gnased through this place en route for

{anitoba, told me that it was the intention
of the Homn Mission Committeo to send an
ordainod mstor to each of these places
this Fall, 2nd one aleo fo Prince Arthui's
Landing. This Mr. Editor, is just as it
should be, 'These important points have
been hitherto neglected by our Church.
Hence the people of Thunder Bay thwk
that the Presbyterians are *“stuw.” Aud
slow they are toc inall the ontlying portions
of our conntry, Even when they do aend
mssionaries for o feww wmonths during the
Sunnner, seldom i it that they send or-
daincd men.  Hence the chillren of Pres
byterians are everywhere baptized by min-
isters of other denominations and ave grow-
g up with lttle respect for tho church of
then futhias, and often, which is far worse,
with nune for any other.  Now  would it
not be woll were our Church, instond of
sonding only Students to a féw of theso out
of the way places, to rentave ordnined men
for o time from thewr regular congregations
which have never hnown what it is to be
deprived of the means of grace, and allow
Studonts to take their places? I believe
tho chango would be ngreonble and certain-
ly it would be profitable to all concerned.
The ordained minister himsslf would be
Lenefited and so would his congregation,
at least whon he returned.  He would be
inspired with o missionary spirit that can
be organi-ed in no other way, aud on his
return ho would make that spirit e felt to
a certain extent among  those who soldom
think of the necessities of those beyond
their own cirele. And I have often thought
and now feel firinly persuaded that it wonld
be o benefit to the Church as a whole, were
thie outlying districts potter attended to and
a surc footing secured on thom,even though
this could be done only at the expense of
neglecting for a tino regular congregations.

1 have already written far more than I
intended. If you think the above remarks
nre worthy of being ineorted in your valu-
able paper you nro woleome ta them; if
not strike ou}.‘gﬂmt you choosg.

It is dolightfully coof aud pleasant heve.
“Yours truly,
PrESBYTERIANY MissioNany,

Silvor Islet, July 18, 1870. .
[ a

' SR yppi——
VACANT CONGREGATIONS.

Bdstor BIaTIeR AMRRILAN PREADITERIAN. .

DEAR Str,~Tt s atated in your paper of
the 18th ‘just., whero the, last mesting
ot the DPresbytery ot Chatham is
reported, that to mext meeting ‘‘the
clorh was wstructed to invite as mauvy
of tho ciders and managers of the vacant
congregationg of tho L'resbytery as can fiud
i, convenient to  be present, tu confer con-
corning the best :uethod of secuving scl‘ﬂcd
pastors for theso  congr Zutions as svun as
possible, .. Ike . vacant-congicgutions of
that Presbytory are not named, of course ,

| and whether thore  are speetal circuustan

ces connected with theso cungrogations
which uve Jed the Presbytery to tuko the
action ahove stated, I do not kuow.  Itis
quite probable that thero are no speeinl
cireumstances in auy of their cases. But
at any rato I adwure tho spiat of the Pres-
Lytery, and tlink it worthy of umtation,
m trymy to secwre settled pastors as enrly
ag possible. The lonyg vacancies of many
of our congrogations have arvested iy at-
tentton for years past; and uot only my
attention, but also-my wonder. It wall not
be alleged by any person, that fur congre-
gations  to vemain long 1 nvacant con-
dition can be of advitntage to them; 1 all
cases, or at any rate, in most of them, it is
quite the roverse. Theiv munbers both i
commumon and adlierence, are almust ce1-
tam of bewng dmnmished; their Sabbath.
school, missionazy, and other orgamzations
ave likely to satier, without settled pastors
they ennuot have the benefit of regular
visitation ; m eases of sickaess, and adver-
sity, and bereavement, they must eall i
the scivces of stuangers to divect nuld cum

fort thum 5 and st s aot wupossible  that
smne party or other may try to upzct thew
distinctive  convictions, wnd to get than

ana) to atothar sheepfold, which the pac-
senco of o stated pustur would help to .

counteract.  There ave other disadvans
tages of & nivor kind, It they need not
be stated , wiecyone kuows that for any
congregation (o temnin o vacant is un-
desnuble, if not perifons. Aad why i it
that so many of onr congregations remain
acant for  twelve, fiteen, or cighteen

Do then busted nmubers and meuns,
may uot ho able to 411 up their vacnnofea
spoedily ; and n fow others, though prompt
in culling, are not successfal. Dut are
there not others again—~zowe of them large
and wealthy—who, after hearingn considere
able rango of probationerr, and of getilod
mininters as wolly sllow 0 lavgs number of
months to expire before they ever preeent
a cull, and if that ia unaceopted, allow o
mauch time to expira agnip before they do.
cide for n recond cull. I fear, Sir, that the
ovil referred to—for evil 1t must bo callad—
f\tims & great measurs from an appetito
in the line of seneational preaching, which
kind of preaching it is suppesed) would
enst other kinds into the shade, and serve
to incrense congregational numbers, as
also congregationnl finances. But mon
of the calibro of Spurgeon, or Beecher, or
Ormiston, aro “fow and far between,” and
if more plentiful than they are, would not
be likely to accept six, ten, or even twonty
hundred dollars 8 year. Tt sur vacant
congregations  bo move prayerful, more
intent on spivitual advantage; lesa desirous
of mero oratory in the pulpit, and it is al-
most certain that they would be the sooner
able to agree on an object of choice, and
very probably, too, would succeed more
speedily in obinining a seitled pastoramong
them.

The question, hiowever, ia quite a fair
one, whether, in the ovent of a congrego.
tion being long vacent, the Presbytery
should not step in, and some way or other
endeavor to have the vacancy supplied.
Thero is surely o defect among ug on this
point. It is well said in our Church Man.
ual, that “the duty of tho Presbytery is
« -+ » genorally to superintend the con-
gregations and sessions  within  their
bounds." Yes; and Presbytevies are not
supposed to be obtrusive when thoy counseff
any  coigrogation within ftheir bounds in
regard to church nttendance, or family
prayer, or mission support. Well, if any
of their congregations were tardy in en-
deavoring to obtain n minister, or if, after
endenvoring, they proved unsuccessfal, the
Presbytery wonld not be obirusive, but
wite, if they  dealt with them in regard to
tho matter, and urged them on, or condoled
with them, as the cnse might requive. It
is pot intended for n single moment to
narrow the Jibexty of congregations; lot
then have corapleto and unfottered power
to eleet tho probationer or minister whom
they wish to be settled over them in the
Lord. Busif that power be kept 1 abey-
ance, it 16 bo not employed m reasonnblo
time, let tho Presbytery urgo them to tha
exereise of 1t or if  they have exorcised it,
aud fuled, perhaps mote than once, surely
the Presbytery would bo domg a right
thing, a kind thing, if they sought a confer.
waice with them to secure o settleraent
ameng them “as emly as posable”  Tho
system of the Wesleyans and other Moth-
odizis m regard to mumsterial appownt-
nuents is not at all acconding  to my liking.
But still it has one thing to be urged in sts
favor—perhiaps others—it  provides agnwmss
congregutional vacancies , before o efrenit
13 deprived of o mmuster, another minister
18 provided for 1t ; and the moment the for-
mer leaves the fietd the latter takes posses-
sions uf it, &0 that not merely preaching,
but prayer mecting  also, and cless meet-
mys, and houschold visitation, and maga-
zine cirenlation, &c., &c., aro canjed on
withoul iutenuption. In conuection alsu
with another body {here was once a law
which not unfaitly may be inentioned here.
More than a century and a half ago, it was
provuled by the luw of patronage for the
Chureh of beotland, “that if a patron did
not caereise his right of presenting an in.
lividual to a parish within six months after
it becme vaeant, tiie Presbytery should
jure derelicto) take measures for induct.
it o minster into the parvish.” It was
clearly implied in that law that a pavish
that was vacant six ;ounths was vacant long
enough, and that after it had been vacant
so long, it was tune for the Lresbytery to
try and ameud the matter.  Circumstances
of course are  altered now, and what may
apply cvert now to one countyy, may not
apply to another conntry, Bt looking at
o Ghureh i its present  encimstauces,
and cutapating the atvunt of domand sith
the amonnt of supply, T cannat persunde
mysclf that any fair-sized  congregation
L awong us should remain vacant for six,
nue, or twelve months  without haviug
called one to be » minister among than,
And if suck a step is not taken, i it vot
the duty of the Presbytery of the Chwiehto

Catimulate them, or take measures {heve.’

asnem?  Vacanetes in other sphicres are
; filied up ot provided for, “as el « pos-
#ible™; and ifit is ro Witk common and
{ high schools, if 3t is g0 with places of mer-
| ehandise, why shauld it not be so_ with ou
i Presbyterinn pulpits? DBut I will not ep.

wonths ? votte of them vyven {ot n sedies ol | Joyyge farther on this point. b e enly
hs? [ t) {i ies of | Juxge farther ou this point.  Tet |
yemw: 1 would wonder the Jess if all theso | Yépent mly(l‘ll"mlt" C“;\‘ i"‘i""’lui“" .(.l.'; P“"‘i
 rer o o ivelv wtere o tathum have acted wistly, und
vonsregtions “;'0' comprot }lb NM'{ | that what they have done in the 3::.((1-1-
anl poor opaf they wero to give eadle and s L oroved to should be tuken noie of Ly pther |
prave unsucgessfuly or if  thoy had &, mere Presbytevies. !
moielyof men from whoin to taanko & so-|
joution, Bubis i xo® Of contse-there wr'e
always colfis Of ot ‘Conyrtegations, wiay”

. UL
Yourg drnigng... .
[ ‘ . ,C‘.l‘.’v"
July 29, 1878, e
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