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THR ELDERSHIP,

j  The dutios and position of the eldciship

are questions which ave foroing thomsolves
on tho attoution of the Church ab prosent;
snd upon which thore ia considerable
differonco of opinion. Whilst admit:ing
the soripture authority for this order of
ofico-bearers in the Prosbyterian Ohuroh
thero ceoms Bome diffonlty in arriv.

S ing af, or defining the poculiar dnties |}

which elders aro expected to discharge.
From publio utterances of late ono would
guppose that a largo number of our elders
are not satisfied, Thoy think that they
have been ignored in the transaotion of
the business of tho Oburch. Lven at tho
Iate assembly a memorial with sixty names
was prosented complaining that thoy have
not been fairly represonted on the various
committoes of tho Ohurch. Now, without
going into this quostion, I might ask if
elders are not expected to dischargo the
more prominent and fmportant duties of
the ministry, they should at lonst be ex-
pooted to tuke part in tho mero routine,
or busineas part of the Oburelv's work ;
snd if not required &t this, then whero,is the
ngo or need for their existence. It i3 true
they are sppointed iu open Prosbytory
with full Presbyterial honors to vote and
act the same as the minister, or as he is
onlled “she teaching elder.” Theysometimes
travel long distances leaving their business
and families, They share in tho hespit.
ality which Is being oxtended to the minis.
ters, and whon the business of the Qonxt
is nearly tlrough as one of our elders
atated  they often find themselves travel.
inglongdistanossto flad that they have noth-
ing to do,” Upon the peoulinr nature of
the duties of the eldership as established
by the apostles, I do not here intend to
suter. Inourown Church there is differ-
enee of opinion regarding the maiter.
Some eminent polemiesl writers maintain
that the ecolesiastioal position of the New
Testament elder is equal to that of the
miniater or the teaching elder, and that it
is only the training or edueation which
makes the one more eligible for the dis-
eharge of cortain duties than the other.
1 thiuk shere is no donbk $het the office
has been allowed in some messure to
degenerate since apostolic times, as some
people would seem to think that the office of
the eldership was something appended to
the ministry for doing a oclaes of work
which they cannot overtake ; but as to the
older having ecclesiaatical powor ox position,
such & thing is not to be thought of. 1
need not here refor to whatis pretty gen-
srally acknowiedged, that there is no other
Chureh containiog » membership more dis.
{inguished for cduoation, intelligence and
piety than ours, aud if the Church does not
wake up and utilize this talent the fault ia
her own.
Bririse AMERIOAN PRESBYTERIAN.

I am muoch pleased to find that your paper
is making steady headway throughout the
oonntry. I was passing through one of
our wostern towns a short time sgo and
noticsd it for sale on the ocounter of an
enthusiastic Roman Oatholie, a fack which
shonld put to shawme many of our g0 oalled
Protestant or Presbyterian booksellers who
have their shelves orowded not only with
geonlar books, but often with the mo s} con-
summato trash; and yet you will not find
» respoetable religions publication fit for
Bunday reading. I am satiefied that there
is & large number of thoe travelling public,
in this provinee especially, who read other
periodioals and papers besides the Mail
and Globe, and who when from home on a
Baturday would like to pick np your paper
for Sunday readivg, as the hotels in gon.
eral are very poorly supplied with suoh lit-
erature.

PaAN-PrEsBYTERIAN COUKCIL.

Our Canadisn Church will bs woll ropre-
sented at tho above Counoil in Edinburgh.
The delegation besides being a moet excal-
ent one, represents & considerable variety
of the talen$ of our Church.

S8oms of them have becoms old and vener-
able in the Ohuroh's service ; while
othexs have just as it were entored upon a
zipe and vigorous manhood. If atrangerc
Jook at our Ouurch and her temchings
fhreugh onr delegates we will havo no
reason to be ashamed of the appearanco it
will preaant.

The resuits of this great counocil I have no
doubt will bs the deepening of the convio-

Hons, aud the strengthening of tho affeo-
tions, of Presbytatians in regard to iheir
“Charsh throughout the world, Xnd shewing
“ $hat whilst we are many atill we ate one.
s will also help to bring down still more
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# 0 @od, Thon to Thine heritago
Didst sand a plantoous xain,

Whoreby Thou, wheh it weaTy Was,
Didas it refreah again.

congragation then did make
hefr habitation there;

0f Thine own gcdnoss for the Poor,

God, Thou didst propare,”
PRESBYTRRIAN,

Toronto, 20th June, 1877,
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Who Will Help.

Mp. Eprron,—I desira to atate, through
your paper, that the oongioration of Grav-
enhurst, Muskokn, are building o oharch,
put are noablo to compietn ib al presont fox
want of fnnds.  Tho now edilas is now be-
jog roofed and epoloend, but without help
we wil not bo able w do avpyibing

further for some #me {o ocome.
The charoh will bs s neat and
commodious  odiflee,  sontlng  about

threo hnndred, and guite in kecping with
this rising villngo. The onngragation 13
only weak and unable to do what thoy ex-
peoted, owing to dull times. The wolfare
of the congregation depende upon tho im-
mediate complotion of the ohurok, so that
we will have & snitable place of woyship.
If wo could raise 8500 the ohnroh when
fiighod would not bo burdened with debt.
In thoe prosent position of the congregation
they do not feel at Mberty to horrnw money
to ¢ mplete the ohuroh. If any porson
sould ngeist we in our present noed wo
would be very thankful. Piease addresa to

tho undersigued,
D. J. Browx, Student.
Gravenhurst, July 2nd, 18(7

Tho Dunkin Act.

Lugtor BRITIBE AMERCAN PRPSDYTERIAN

D.ar Sin,~Ag tho minas of many, both
in town and country, are beng turned to
tho Tomporanee question, mos eapooially
as sffected by tho Dunkin Asf, and a8
many very excellont propls scen o have &
difficulty asto want conr o to pursiie, when
called upon ta take achies a. tho polls, I
have grent pleasuro in aalling attention to
«Phe Book for the Campaign,” hy the
Rev. W. A. Mackay, B.A., of Baitimore,

The writer takee up firet the financial,
physieal, intellectusl, moikal and socisl
offeots of the Liquor Traflio, and
quotes largely from Judges, Minis-
tors, Inspsotors, Recorders snd siates-
wen in Europe and in_ Ameriea to
gubstaptiate his views; saund thon follows
a closo examinalion of the leading argu.
maents, or rather sophistry, brought forward
by the advocates_of the traffic—such as
personal liberty, depreoiation of proporty,
the price of barley, inoreased taxation, and
tuelike—dealing with each, and conclusive-
ly settling it.  Mr. Mackay has done noble
gervice to the cause, and in prospect of the
approaohing conflics in our own oity I
oarnostly hope that thonsands of oopies
may be sold in Toronto, as well as in oﬁ:er
sootions where the people are preparing
for the coming struggle. I am, dear sir,
sincerely yours,

J. M, OaxxnoN.
o ——————
—nnpm————

FRENOH EVANGELIZATION.

The following ociroular has been mailed,
together with a copy of the Aunual Report,
to each Miniater of tha Church, as woll as

beforo the throne, and before the lamb. | to the Students supplying Mission Sta.
(8.} **Children seem to be inoluded in those | tions. Shonld anyone havs failed toreceive

the Oircular, their attention ia now, oalled
to it :—

Rev. AN Dzan Sir,—The General As.
sembly has appointed Sabbath, the %2rd
July, as the day for the Aunual Collestion
on bebalf of the Fronoh Evangelization
Soheme of the Ohurch.

Trom tho Report of the Board for the
year ending 1st May—a copy of which we
forward you by this mail—you will obsexve
that the work is assuming large dimen.
gions. The growth of it has been most
remarkable, tho number of fields ccsupied
during the past year having inoreassd from
14 to 25.

The * Synod des Lglises TFvangeliques”
having ceasod to exist, most of its Congre-
galions are now uader the care of our
Board of Frenoh Evangelization, Tho

d | President of that Synod was received by

the Agsembly last month as a minister of
the Church.

Besides the now Congregation organized
in January by the Rev. C. Chiniquy, in
Canning Street, Montreal—where 115
persons were, after onreful and rigid ex-
amination, recontly admitted to the ord's
table, nearly all of whom wore six months
proviously in the Church of Rome,—we
now have the only Frenoh Protestant Oon-
gregation in Quebes oity, whore A new
Oburch, built at a coat of $8,000, was open-
od last Novembor,—the only French Protes-
tant Congrogation in Ottawa oity, in the
suburbs of which the Board have recenily
opened a gecond French Station,—and the
only French Protostant Congregalions in
suoh important centres ag Danville, St.
Hyaciuntbe, Jolictto, oto., eto.

The namber of Missionaries employed at
pregent is 41 as compared with 26 a year

ago.

Tho liabilities of tho Board for Building
purposcs aro 8% present 818,000, The
ordinary Ecpenditurs for tho current yosr
will bo about $26,009, so that noaxly $44,«
000 wiil be requived to free the Board
from dobt and carry on the work efiiciontly
for the yoar ending 80th April, 1878. of
this sum 810,000 ave urgently required
grior to 1st October next, Tho Board con-

dently appeal to the Jongregations and
Sabbath School of the Chureh, and to the
frionds of the Mission generally, for con-
tributions proportiounats to the claims of
the work and the vaet importance of the
‘Soheme. An average contribution of One
Dollar from sachevitm sonnected with
the Church should o much to ex-
peot. ’

The General’Al
Halifax placed J.
work of the whigs
of 5ne Board idiNg
and opjoined 4
Frenoh Evangell
Chiniquy’s Mis
the Treasuror, |

\ § its meoting in
BB Evangelization
Biunder the oare

Warden, 210 8t
from whom

R T T S i o

C. | something

pribags sapag

Collesting Oards, and extra caples of last
year's Roport ona be_oblained on appiica.
tlon.  Youra falthfully,
D. I, Maovioar, Ohawrman.
Ropt. H. WARDEN, Sverelary.
210 St. James Streot. Moatreal,

2nd July, 1877,
P. 8.~Stadents, oto., will kindly soe that
this colleotion is takeu up &t each preach-
ing Station supplied by them, and the
amount forwarded as early as conveniont
to the Urosearer. Tue Bubbath cullvudons
betng genvrally siaall, Sab<eription Bhaols
are enclored, in she Lope that there will at
onco be placed n tio bands_of euitablo
parties, and the farailies of the distriot oan.
vagaed without delny., In vacant Congro-
gations the Soxefon will plenses stlendto the
Colloction and Sabsoription Lists,

Presbytery of Toronto-

The Presbytery of Toronto met in Koox
Churoh on T'nesday, the Rov, J. Carmichael,

of Kwg, Moderator, presiding. The at-
tondanos both of ministers and ollsra was
Intge. The M deraior stated that his torm
of office had now expired, and he a<ked the
Presbytery to appoint one to cocupy his
place. It was moved and oarried that the
Rov. J. M, King bo appoiuted Moderator
for the next e1x months, and Rev. Mr, King
accordingly took the ohair. An extract of
the punutes of the jourual  f the Asaembly
was reed, granting leave to the Preebytery,
ze apphed for, to roorive as miniatera of
tho Ohurch Rev. A. B. Beamor and Rav,
Jas, Campboll, who were reoeived accord-
ingly. Anothor sxiract from the minutes
of tho Assombly was read, grauting leave to
the Presbytery to taka on trial for licenses
Mr. A. R. Kennedy, M.D., and Mr. N. A,
Wilson, M.A., lately students of theology

aud Mr. A. J. Jordan, on belalf of tlre con-
gregation of old 8t. Andrew's, of Toronto,
applied for leave to mortgage the church
property to the extent of $18 000 with &
view to onable them to proceed with the
ereolion of the new church. After some
oonsideration the leave thus applied for was
granted by the Presbytery, which then ad-
journed till the afternoen. On the Presby-
tery resuming at half-past iwo, applisation
was made by Mr, Robt. Smith, a member of
the congregation at Altcn, to be admitted
as a student at Knox College. A sommittee
was appointed to confer with him, and on
the recommendation of said sommitise the
Olerk was insiruoted to attest him for ad-
miesion to examination by the Board of
Examiners of said College. A reporl was
produced and read from a commitfes pre-
viously appointed relative to & petition from
the people at Ballinafad, requesting to be
organized as a separate congregation. The
Committee were of opinion, firat, that
Timehouse is the only congregation whose
interests would boe seriously affected by the
granting of the prayer of the petition; sec-
ond, That while the weakening of & con-
gregation at present far from sirong, either
pumerieally or fivaucially, and labouring
under peouliar diffienities, is exoeedingly
undeeirable, nevertheless the general inter-
ot of Presbyterianism throughout that
distrjot evidently xequired that the Presby-
tery should take the necossary steps to
organizo a congregation 2t Ballinafad, and
to associate $he same with Melville Church,
Oaledon. The foregoing report was re-
eeived, and the committes thanked for their
diligence in the matter, It was moved by
Professor Greig and agreed, * That the
Presbytery entertain favouiably the resom-
pmendation of the committee, and delay
farther action until the congregation in the
Presbytery at Guelph affeoted bo heard be.
fore that Presbytery; and further, that the
Rev. A. M. Oroll be appointed to appear
before the Guelph Presbytery to represent
the views of this Presbytery on this mat.
tor.”” The Rev. R. D. Fraser directed the
attontion of the Presbytery to the calamity
at St. John, N.B,, and suggested the pro.
pristy of action being taken to call forth the
Jiberality of the congregations they repre-
sont. On motion made by tbe Rev. Mr.
Milligan, it was agreed that the Presbytery
recommend that a collection be taken up
by the congregations within the b- unds in
ald of the rufferers in St. John on Sabbath,
the 23nd Jaly, or some early date there.
after, the collection to be remittod by the

plication, Rev. M. MoGillivray was ap.
pointed to moderate in & oall from the ¢on-
geegation of Knox Church and Melver
Ohurch, Scarboro’. _An entract minute was
read from the Synod of Toronto and Kinge-
ton, setting forth the amount rcqaired to be
raised by the Presbytery for liquidating the
Qebt on Mabitobs Oollege, and a committee
wag appointed t
to be raised by the congregations severally
for the said purpose. A small committes,

venor), Professor Greig, the Moderator, avd
Mr. William Adamson, was appointed o

lishing denominational litsratare.
Presbytory decided to adj -urn Hil the 24th
inst. at 11 a.m. ¢ the samoe place, and the
benedict.on was then pronounced.

How hard it is to fool that the power of
life is to be found inside, not outside; in
ihe henrt and thoughte, not in the visible
actions and show ; in the living seed, not
in the plant which hbrs no root! How
often do men otltivate the éarden of their
sonls just the other way! How do we try
and perasvere in tryiog to makeaneatshow
of outer good qualities; without anything
within $o correspond, just as ohildren who
plant bloseoms without any roots in the
ground to maks a pretly show for the hour!
We find fault inour lives and we eut off the
weed, but we do not root it up; we find
wanting in ourselves, and we
supply it not by sowing the Divine sced
of & heavenly prineiple, but by copying the
desdae that the principle ought o prodwce.
—Templs, .
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The Liate Mrs. T. B. Mullan.

In cur obituary oolumn last weok onr
rordors would notice the deash of Sarah
A. Summorville, the beloved wife of the
Ivav. J. B, Mallan, minister of Bt. Andrese’s
Chnreb, Fergun, at the early age of thirly-
fone yoare, The vory large number who
pecomrpanicd her remalns to the cometery
on Friday tast, testified to the estoem and
respeot in whioh shbe and her Borrowing
husband are bell in the affeotions of this
community, v which thoey oopjointly
labouved in the « ase of Christ, and for
the well-being of their follaw man for tho
post nix years. From the tirst appearanoe
of Mra. Mallan atacnyst as she took an ace.
tive part in furthurin; the intorests of tho
Charoh with whien ~ho was moro immo-
dintely connceted.  In her posttion as
Boorotary of the Lulies” Awd Soviely, sho
assisted matenally carrying oué to asus-
ccssful tormination their labonrs on bohalf
of soveral objeota comnected with the
Chnroh hore, bosides assisting foreign mis.
And thongh for n longih of
o oconfined to hes bed, she continued
to {ako an aotive interest in their work
and its sncoess, to tho very last. She was
of n loving, ohoerfal, amiable and kind
disposition, boloved and rospoeoted by all
who know hor, and hor departure jrom
amongst us haa loft a blauk which will
not easily bo fided, She faithfully dis-
oharged the daties of minister's wife 5
and at all times and seasous, in her walk
and convorsation, left us & »sod oxample
for our guidanco and profit. 'The eym-

athies of the whole commuaity are en-
isted on behalf of the Rev. Me. Mullan
in bis sad boreavemeut; and may tho
n used Lim as
an jnstrnment in assuaging the sorrows of
others, grant him in tuie the hour of af-
fliotion that peaco aund ocomfort which
cometh vnly from above.—Fergus News
Record.
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Genuine Philanthropy.

On the 6th ult., there took place in Mon-
treal an avent of much interest—the laying
of tho foundation stone of an asylum for
aeaf mutes, thegift totlie ity of oneof its mos
respeoted cltizons, Mr. Joseph Maoksy.
Among thoss present on the cooasion
wero Sir Franois Hivoks, Hon. Peter Mit-
chell, Hon.L. H. Holton, and others of
note in the Dominion. Ketters of apology
for unavoidable absence wexe recsived from
tho Governor-General, Hon. Alexander
Mackenzie, Sir A. T. Galt, Professor
Dawson, the Angliean Bichop of Montreal,
Mr. Hiokson, and several others. Speeches
weore made by the donor himself, Dr, Mac-
Vioar, Rev, Canon Ba'dwin, Rev. Dr.
Daouglasg, Rev. Dr. Wilket. and Mr. Thomas
White, jr., editor of the Gaselts. The site
selected s un the Cote Bte. Liuc road, com-
manding 8 fine view of the St. Lawrence
sud the Mountain, It was originally in-
tendod $o eroot & building to ascommodate
about fifty papile, but on reconsideration
Mr. Mackay enlarged bis plaue, and de.
cided npon providing acoomumodaton for
from eighty to_one huudred. The style
adopted ig the Gothie, the dimensions 95 x
50 foot, throe-stories, with a well elevated
basement, and the building must, when
completed, present a very fine appearancs.
The plan includes a large dintog-room,
sevaral olass.roome, reoreation rooms,
teaohers' rooms, library, lavatcries, hos-
pital and nurses’ rooms, together with effi.
cient water.suply, heating, and ventilation,
and in fact all *“niodern improvements.”
The architect is Mr. John James Browne,
of Montreal. All the contraota ave signed,
and it is oxpooted thnt the bailding will be
Snished and ready for ocoupation by No-
vember next. It will be known as the
Mackay Institation for Protostant Deaf
Mutes, and when completed will be made
over to trustans, for tho use of the Pro.
testant Deaf Mat:s of the Province of Que-
beo. The wholo cost will be abont §40,000.

In this new country such munificient
gifts by private indiviinals for publie pur.
poses must be rars, Lot izia something for
the Dominiou o ba prond of,that » waulthy
sitizen bas shown suoh large liberalty ;
and Mr. Mackny may be congratulated, noé
only on the value of his owa gift, standing
| by iteolf, but also on tho proepect that his
! example may be followod by others to whom

|
|
|

Tortune has been lavish of her golden fa-
vours.—The Mail.

Presbytery of Bruce.
A Speoinl Meeting of this Presbytery was

o apportion thoseveral sums ;14 5 Kaoex Ohnreh, Paisloy, on Thuraday

of last week-——Reov. Jobn Scott, Moderator.
Arrangements wero made for the ordination

consisting of Rev. J. M. Oameron (0on-, ;¢ 0 Rev. Wm. Stuart, who has been ap-

cinted by the Howo Mirsion Committee,

p
ke ohnrge at Sault Ste. Marie. Appli.

to {a

consider and report on the propriety of pub- i " was made to the Assembly, for

leave to take on trial for Liceuse, Mr. Hugh
MoKay, Graduate of Keox College, Torouto,
who has accepled the Presbytory's invita-
#ion to labor on Manitoulin Island, as an
ordained Missionary. There was prodnoed
and read, a oall to tho Rav. Donald F azer,
M.A,, of St Andrew's Charch, Sunugeen,
from the united congrepation of St. Au.
drew’s, Mount Forest, and Wocdland's
Churoh, Beremont, accompanied with &
promise of 81,090 stipend, and manse. The
aall having been pus in My, Fraser’s hands,
he signified bls aceepiance of the same,
when, on miotion of Mr. Tolmie, seconded
‘by Mr. McTiennan, the Presbytery resolved
$0 releass bim from his present charge, and
instructed him to wait for and obey the or-
ders of the Presbytery of Saugsen. The
Moderatoz and Mr. Tolmis wers appointed
a Committee 40 draw ouk a suilable miuute
in referenes to Mr, Fraser's removal. Onr
1at J n'ly‘, Mr. MoLannan will preach in St.
:.‘uareiw s, Sangesn, and deslars the church
eant.
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