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In l859 conmerced a a serien of calanities which sorely tried the faith of
the Miimes.

In that yt aîr Mis. Pston died, six months after ier arrival. In 1860, two
Sandal-wo d.were s bîîuýIhît the measles frim,8dney, whicl proved fearfully
fatal to the natiies. In Ant itcum about one third of the population, aud in
Erromangaî, a still lei gr propertion ware swept away. During the same
year a seris of lornadues wrought terrible havoc among the mission buildings
and the hi uses o the nativ<s. Fnmine added its horror to the picture. Mr.
Johnston da d in Tainin, six months after his arrivai there. Mr. and lira.
Matheson did in rapid suc<ssion. Mr. and Mrs. Goidon conEecrated Erro-
manga anew mith n.aim' b ocd. Anew hurch was burned at Aneiteum, by
the blind fanati<i mn of a iq ci i iiious nati e. A nother hurricane swept over
the islands ini 1E 62. War bu hLe out in Tana. Yet, amid all these desolating
scenes, the faitlh of thEe ioble heroes and heroines failed net. Three fresh
missionaries husae gone forti rom the Nova Scotian Church, one of them
Rev. J. D. Gordon, trul Liq tizea in the room of the dead, now successfully
labouring on the spot met miih the blocd of bis brotherand sister, addressing
200 natives in a churdi, eiected on a site freelv gianted by the murderer of
Williams. What hath G( d wrought ! The Father and Founder of this most
prcsperous mission bis earned foir himself an honourable furlough. His visit
to the Churches will do much good. His simple, earnest, pathetic appeal
so affected the Synod, that aresolution vas passed to the effect that 4 in view
of the account given by Rev. Mr. Geddie, of the success of Christian Mission-
aries in the New Hebiides, and the urgent demand for additional labourers
there, the Synod resohe te send a missionary thither so soon as a suitable
labourer cari Le obtained." In deference to the views and feelings of several
much esteemed brethren, who, with the best feelings towauds the South Seas
field, thought, as me had just eriered on a mission to ihe Indians, we were
scarcely, in a position as yet, to start a new mission, it was agrted to re con-
sider the above resoluticni. But the te-consideration led only te a more de-
cided reaflirming. The Foreign Mission Committee are ius required to seek
out a labourer for that dis-ait field. They are uow prepared to receive
applications or su.iestions from any of the brethren in the Church They will
soon meet te couis der, and if possible, to decide, on these, as, on several ac-
counts.it is of -neat importance that some decision be come to at as early
a date as possible.

Communications to be sent to the Convener, at St. Catharines, as 'soon
as poesible

R. J. B.

THE LATE MEETING OF SYNOD.

In the July issue of the REcORD se much space was taken up with the pro-
eeedings of S3 nod, that we had ne room for any remarks. It is scarcely neces-
sary now tbat we shouid uy much as to the proceedingas referred te, as most
of the members of the church will have read for themselves and judged for
themselves, as to the course adopted by the Synod in regard to the various
matters ihat came before ihem.

We feel that there is much cause for gratitude to the Head of the Church,
for the spirit whieli prevailed at the meeting of Synod, and for the measure of
nuanimity which was manifested. Where there are many counsellors, and at
the same time many matters calculated to draw forth differences of sen-
timent, it is net to be won'cied at if occasionally these differences are some-
'what sharply exhibited. But at the late meeting in Montreal the discussions
were all claracterized by great moderation and good feeling.

It was a happy feauue too of Ibis year's Synod, that there were no tedious
causes teeuirngiý long consideration. The few which were brought up were
quickly settled ; and thus more ample time than at former meetings was given


