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ti) which thceir cases demand ; and a school for the instruction of poor
children.

Act 4. States a few simple requibites for admission.

Act 5. Every person admitted makes a preliminary trial for a few weeks after
entering h horne, and if judged apt is received as a novice. The novitiate
proper is lixed at a year at least. A novice nay leave whenevershe pleases ;

lhe pays nothing for board, but furinishes her own dress during hr thne of
probation.

Art 0. When a novice is declared capable of being received as a miember of the
coinnunity of Sisters, she promiibes in the Iaînls if the pastor of the estab.
lishment to fulfil lier service In ail obedienue %% ith good will and ildelity, as a.
truc disciple of Christ.

Act 7. No sister admuitted into the ennmunity is bound by any vow ; but they•
ag'e all engaged lO a year according to the order of the Home. The estab-
lihment, on its part, engages in return to provide theni with all that concerns.
the necessaries of life whether in health, sickness, or old age. The Deacon-
esses of Strasburg receive no salary.

The Episcopal Church in England, in, the Uitel States, and, more recently,.
iln Canada, has inaugurated Rteligious Hloue siinila.r to the Deaconess's Institu.
tion, yet bearing upon them muany inaiký of Ronisl connection, and which will
assaredly not advance the cause of evan-gelical Christianity.

Now ariseq the question to wh1îat extent should woman s uork in the Church,
be official, svsteniatized, consolidated? Iu the early Church the deaconess was
an officer, and in the Apostolical Conistitutions, falely attributed to Clement of
Rome, a form of ordination for deaconess"s is tound by which they were set apart
for the duties of their oliee. As officers in individutal congregations, the deacon-
esses of the early Church oceupy a position totally distinut from that of those of
Kaiserworth, and of the Roman and Anglican ýSiters, Who, apart from congre-
gational order and oversight, forni a congregation. of their onu, Contrary to the
genius of Primitive and lteformed chrstiamnty. As it is riglit that students of.»
divinity should assemble in a College under theological professors iu order to their:
preparation for the work of the minstry in individual congregationxs ; so it would
doubtless be perfectly Scriptural and Presbytexian to have institutions for the
training of deaconesses, but their work should be conneeted not with the training
institution but vith the various congregations of the Church to whici they '
naturally belong, or in which their services should be required. In such au insti-
tution young women might undergo a short period of training of a special charac-
ter, fitting them more thoroughly than the ordinary leadings cf Providence te
becorme the paid or unpaid servants of the Churlîch, under the Clurcl's Great
Head, as Bible womnen, district visitors, &c. While we have no "Warrant for the
ordination of women to any office in the Church, which inakes the person ordained
a member of a (Jhureh Court, and gives a voice in the inanagement of its aflairs, we
are not thereby exclided fromu recognxzing their services, or even from setting thiem
apart under a detinite uîname and rules to definite work and consulting with them
as te the best means for caîrryig oun that vork in all its particulars. Officiai
character is almost esseutial to eificienry iii cvery walk of life, and something of
this kind amst be given to femile labourers in tii Lord's vineyard, if wr desire
to witness that eflliiency which should characterize every department of the
C'hurcli's work. System vould naturally follov as the resuit of definite trum11.n1,
or, apart from this, of official co-operation. Mutual sympathy would sustaini, an
mutual counsels instruet and perfect the deaconesses, or whatever else they ui¿;ht
be ealled, in their daily or weekly rounds of visitation, until a permaien,: and
complete systemx of religious agency, nov wantîng, would imake congregation .uid
their contributing areas cf population tu " blossom and hud and fill the fap* of x,q
world with fruit." As for onsolidation we have seen that it is not Scriptutal au1
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