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Thoughts on the Late
Ritual Decisions.

The decision of the Archbishops of
Canterbury sand Yerk in the matters of
Incense and Processions! Lights has al-
resdy in itself bocome a part of the
bistery of the pust, but to judge by the
voluminous correspondence which has
steadiiy fooded the press since the pro-
nouncement was given, it must needs bo
# bold imagination which wonld conjure
up all it«sv.veﬂf-cts as seen in the future.

W hat impresses one must, perhaps, in
«11 this correspondence is the change of
attitude in the Ritualistic party, or rather
the o+ idence which it gives of the exist-
ence of a Ritunlistic party quite disied
The

memsbers of the latter, wa believe, still

from the ligh Cburch schooi.

walk in the fooisteps of the original
Tractariuns, who, 1 fter all, only banded
on ilenta which ha i never ceased to exist
in the Chaich of Zoyinng, and who in #o
doi mid s grent dfal of steess on the

ond feshivned eirtue of submission to

Qctobuer, 186¢

tu those whom the Diviue Providence hus
set gver us.

1n matters of faith and moral'duty the
individual conscience is to be reckoned
with, but in matters of extornal observ-
ance and of ritual there geems to be little
or no rovms for modification of the law of
obedience. The Clhurch has the right to
“decree rites gud caremonies,” and to
hier overserrs appertainsthe interpretation
of auch and the resolving of doubws and
scruplea, The ritual, ¢r the metbod of
showing externally the devotionrl spirit,
in every church becomes in course of
time more ot less tinged with the person
ality of its membership: unconsciously
perhaps, but severthless in a very
manner. So that ¢ven in so0 sterectyped a
¢ :mmunion as that over which the
Bishop of Rume oxercises authority, each
nationsi church shows in spite of iis
scrvitnde a certain individuality, Where
th - Chuarch has become, as in England,
the ally of the State, this iuftuence takes
8 more definite form, inding expression
And the

Church, listening to that voice, will, if she
2 Y

in the popuisr assemblics,

bLe wise, be heedfal, that by sacrificing
things inaiffercnt she maay bring into
greater prominence the principles of
truth.

The danger of the Kitun! controversy
ir that these indifferent things usurp in
men's minds the plrce of “religion pure
and nodetiled.” The use of meaningless
names, such ax * Mass,” auud the seeking
after fareigu sentimental devotions tothe
disparagement of our woble Church ser-
vices, hetoken the prevalence of u typeof

mind which may rightfally be called



