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THERAPEUTICS.

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION AND
THERAPEUTICAL EMPLOYMENT OF
ERGOT. .
Dr. 8. Kersch (Betz's Afemoradilien, vol.

xviii., No. §,) finds that when s concentrated in-

fusion of ergot isinjected into the jugular vein of

a dog, the animal becomes restless, howls loudly,

and its exiremities become perfectly rigid in less

than ualf an hour. Itsbody iz coid to the touch,
and the temperature low. If one of tho arterica
in the limbs be now exposed, it is found to be
sirongly contracted, firm, and hard to the touch.
The pulse-tracings obtained from the arteries
show small and short curves, with long intervals
between them, indicating that the pulse is slow
and the expansion of the artery small. The effect
of ergot on the arteries is still more distinctly
scen by exposing the arteries of a healthy animal,
and comparing them with those of a poisoned
one. A concentrated infusion of crgot mixed
with milk, sad administered to pregnant cats,
produces similar effects ; but the restlessness ana
crics are more strongly markad, and the symp-
toms of intoxication are later in appeaving,
" Within two days, st most, the yoang are expelled.

The parent animials die from convulsions and ex-

haustion. A concentrated infusion of ergot ad-

ministered to dogs along with milk produces,
within three hows, great contraction of the ar

terics, 5o that the small ones becone quite im-

penneanle, and look like nerves.  Evgot likewise

causes contraction of the arterics, and conusequent
slowness and handness of tle pulse in man. In
all the experiments on fasting aninels, ergot yro-
duced violent retching, and in wmost of them
voiting.  When the dose was large enough, al-
most all died on the fonith or fifte day from con-
vulsions. Although ergot is much used in
heeworrhage after delivery, it is ravely given in

puerperal fever ; but Kersch was led by an acci-!,

dent to try it in this disease. In two cases
which he details, as well as in several others, the
biest results were obtained ; the pulse becoming
slower, and the temperatuve falling shortly after
the administration of the remecdy. Kersch re-
cominends a trial of ergot in febrile cascs avising
from verious cusen,

PRACTICAL MEDICINE.

CHRONIC POISONING WITH CHLORAL

’ ] HYDRATE.

The symptoms of chronic poisoning as given
by Dr. Austie (Pructitioner, June, 1873), in his
trunslation of Dr. Kirn's paper (dlyeincine Zeit-
schrift fur Psychiatrie), dtvide themsclves into
“our classes ; 1. Erythomatous eruptions or vaso-
motor paralyses and iransitory nenroses of the
skiz and mucoys membranes; 2, Permanent
congestion with tendency to inflammation sod
sloughing ; 3, Dyspneea; 4. Blood poisoning.

One peculiarity of the chloral-erythema is, that it { goron has shown that this may be imitated in

remains latent until it is started by some stimulus
to the vascular systom, but then appears with an
i-iensity and rapidity which are proportioned to
the existing current of general chloralisation.
Thns in some petients a draught of beer will be
followed within ten minutes by exciternent of the
heart'’s action and the appearance of spots of
roseola on the face and neck, ccelescing into a
patchy erythewn and disappearing in an hour.
Erythema or urticaria may occur on other parts
of the bedy, and may be succeeded by s papular
rash.  Swelling of the face may be present with-
out the co-existence of a rash, and it may occur
either with or without rash on otber parts of the
body. Bluocous membrancs may be affected in a
similar manner, and conjunctivitis and catarrhal
sore throat have been observed.

Chloral-dyspucea may be ascribed to hypersmmia
of the lungs, due to paralysis of the pulmonary
vaso-motor nerves by the drug. The eymptoms
of blood-poisoning by chloral consist in the ap-
pearance of purpuric spots, wdema, snd conges-
tion of internal organs, discases of the skin and
mucous mewmnbranes, diarvhea, conjunctivitis,
bronchitis, formation of abacesses, and continuous
fever.

ON THE CAUSE OF VALVULAR MUR-
MOURS. .

The principal auscultatry vin of valvular dis-
easo is the presence of & morbid murmur or bruil.
It is generally said that murmurs may be caused
in different ways, among which is the friction of

bleod against a roughened or nmrrow orifice.  But
Corrigan long ago attributed them to the vibra-;
tion of the stream of blood flowing through a nar-
row space into a wider one; raud certain French
physiologists (especinlly Chauveau and Bergeron),
bave recently endenvoured to prove that this ia
their nole cause ; and thas friction is incapable of
prodacing them. These writers have applied to
this question the physical theory of the * fluid
vein,’ invedigated originally by Savart. Chau-
vexu experimented partly on the arteries of living
Lorses, partly on tubes throngh which the water
was made ¢o flow. Dr. Fagge thinks that he hss
proved that the murmurs developed in diseases
of the Llood-vessels are always due to the passage
of blood from a narrower into a wider space, and
the generation of s ‘fluid vein' Probably the
same is true of all ¢ obstiuctive' cardiac murmnars ;
these have (in pommon with arterial murmurs),
the peculiarity that they are heard only on the
distal side of the obstruction and never on the
proximal side. Now, regurgitant murmnwrs differ
from them in this respect, that they are traceable
in both directions. Thus aortio regurgitant mur-
murs are heard along the arteriea as well as to-
wards the apex of the left ventricle, mitral regur-
gitant murmurs are heard towards the spex ss
well as near the left scapula in the bwk; Ber-

physical experiwents, by providing the narrow
orifice with a lip or xim projecting backwands
against the current.  In the cases under consid-
eration the edges of the velves doubtless play the
part of such a lip or rim. Dr. Fagee thinks,
however, that it is doubtful whether the causes
that can give rise 10 murmurs within a contract~
ing ecavity, like the heart, are limited to those
that oocur in physical experiments with water
Howing through tubes. In simple dilatation of the
left veutricle, it is conceivable that the odge of
the beslthy mitral valve may project into ita
cavity sufficiently toform alip or rim during the
systole, and that o murmur may thus bte pro-
duced.— Dr. Ifilion Fagge in Guy's Hospital G-
zelte,

HAMORRHAGE IN TYPHOID FEVER

In & paper in the Westorn Lancot, Dr. Parsons,
gives some statistics in reforence to tho fatalicy
of bleeding from the intestine in enteric fever
He has collected twenty-six cases in which this
wceurred, and of these he found that thirteen Lad
been fatal at different stages of the disense.
There were .o fatal cases in the first week ; of
eight in which the bloeding ooccurred in the
second week four proved fatal; <¥ rix in which it
occurred in the fourth week four proved fatal, and
in one case it occurved on the illiriy-second day
with a favourable result. Dr. Parsons notes the
rarity of this symplom in the evteric fever of
children ; and in rsference to the period of ita
occurrence hesays, ¢ We might suppose that bleed-
ing would be less dangerous, more likely even to
bo malutary in the congestion preceding ulcera
tion, and the few facts just given tend to confirin
that idea. In Bome cases, it is impossible to say
how many, hemorrhage is probably a nataral re-
lief to the ovorloaded vessels analogous to epi-
staxis' Dr. Parsons has found oil of turpentine
more useful than the ordinary astringents in
chocking the heworrhage of enteric fover.

SURGERY.

AUSCULTATION A8 AN AID TO THE
DIAGNOSIS OF STONE IN THE BLAD-
DER. .

Dr. Henry H. Head, Physician to the Ade-
Inide Hospital, writes in the frish Huspital Ga-
zette, July 15: * A short time sago, 2 gentleman
consulted me for a paralytio afloction ; the inves-
tigation of hiscase led me to think he bad, in ad-
dition to his other ailments, a calcalus in his
tladder. I urged him to comsult a surgeon,
which he refused to do, but said I might make
any examination I thought right. I souanded bi.
bladder, and wes pretty sure I detected a stone,
but did not think the evidence absolutely conalu-
sive, when it cocurred to me to try suscultatios,
to'sen if it wonld aasist my diagnosis. I sogord.



