On THIE LANCET.

Tepsy fumadern times, sinoe intermittent
hemicrania, seinlorrhen and amnesin are
now recognized as epilopay.  Many forms
of monomania are hutw gnise of the dis-
ease, at the appearance of which all other
pre-existent traces of epilepsy  often dis-
appear. It is enough to mention the
nutsber of weninges of the first order who
wete tiken with motoria epilepsy, vertigo
or passionate anger, in which they lost
themselves absolutely; besides Napoleon
there were Moliere, Juliuy Ciesar, Musset,
Petiavelh, Peter the Great, Mahomet,
Handel, Swift, Richelien, Charles V..
rlaunbert, Dostoyewski, Guerazzi and St
Paul  Those who suffered from vertigo
were Dickens, Swift, Herschell, Faraday
and  Marlborough.,  Vertigo s simply
corticit] epileptoid whicli is accompanied
by loss of memory or paralysis, as in
Dickens and Faraday, and by convulsions
as in Marlborough,  As to passionate
wnger, we recall Peter the Great, the
parricide; aud Byroa, who {rom ehildhood
fell into sueh paroxysms that it was some-
titnes feared he wonld die of suffocation,
For one who understands the binominal
law, according to which no phenomenon
is isoluted, but always the expression of a
series of less marked though analogous
fucts, such frequency of epileptic pheno-
mena among the greatest men indicates
that it is more extended among geniuses
than uny one would at first hink, and
that the uature of genius itself nust be
epileptie. It is important to note how
seldom in their lives they have convul-
xious, and that in such eases the paychic
equivalent (which ereatesgeniusg) is more
intense and frequent. Above all, the
identity of the two great phenowmena is
proved in the aualogy betwee: the epi-
leptic attack and the moment of iuspir-
ation; the unconscious and violent netivity
which createsin the Iatter, acts motorially
in the former. Most convincing of =il is
the analyzatior of the creative inspiration
which is sudden, intermittent: frequently
asgocinted with unconseionsness, irregn-
larity of the pulse and often somnambu-
lism, and not seldom accompanied by con-
vulsivemovemeutsof thelimbsor followed

by smmesing 1t s often ocensioned by
conditions  which provoke or inereare
cerchiral hyperemin, and is followed by
hallucinations.

The elose connection between inspir-
ation and e epileptic attack i< pointed
out more divectly in the words of a great
statesman, Beaconstield: It often comes
into my mind that there is but a step be-
tween intense mental concentration and
insanity: Leaunot easily deseribe what |
veel inthat instant, it then seems to me
that my sepses wander and that T amno
longzer sure of existence, 1 reeall often
having been obliged 1o vefer to a book to
840 1Y OWI e WHitten to asatre myself
that Tived. Diming this state my senx;-
tions we ineredibly acnte and intense,
Every object appears animated, aud it
seems to me that Tam conscions of the
sapid movements of the eavth.”

A maodernnovelist=ays:  “ltisa fatality
that dictates the idea : an unknown foree,
a0 rupernnturad will, asore of necessity o
write which directs the penaud in such
way that when the book is written it no
longer seems yours, and you wonder how
sueh a thing conld have existed in you and
of which you had no conseionsness; such
is the feeling T ol in creating *La Saar
Philomine.” —Journal de Goneourt,
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THE PULSE 1Y SEPSIS.

Do not place too much reliance upon the
semperature in dingnosing septie infection,
no matter whether it he  puerpural or not.

The pulse will be found to be & much safer
guide, aswhile you almost never will soe o
case of sepsiz without a quickened  pulse,
vou will not rarely run across cases in
which there is almost no noticeable rise in
temperature : L, myself having seen several
caxen in which the temperature did not rise
over 99.5° . Where you haven rapid pulse.
headachie, loul tongue, and dry, hot skin in
a puerpural woman, look out for septic in-
[ection, no msir wad the temperature in-
dicates.-- Dy, Lockhart, in Mowtreal Med.
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