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TRAU'MATIC DESTRUCTION 0F ONE The quantity of alcohol given varied froi 30 to
T io c.c. of a 98 per cent. alcohol, with about double

CEREBRAL HEMISPiERE WITHOUT the quantity of water and a little sugar, at about
FUNCTIONAL DISTURBANCE. 6o0 F. In almost all instances a well-mîarked lower-

ing influence was observed, and in no case was the
The cininent Italian surgeon, Porta, brouglit be- tenperature observed to be raised except in the

fore. the Institute of Lombardy, on the 2 9 th of care of a boy with osteitis about the knce-joint.-
December, 1872, the case of a man who, in con- Lancc/.
sequence of a severe injury, lost the whole of the
riglit heinisphere of the brain. The unconscious-
ness lasted a few hours, but when the patient re- T01 REmN'r oF' FssURE oF' TElu AsUS.-A lectuTe
covered his senses, lie recollected being picked up on ths subject, by Dr. Dolbeau, is reported by
and taken upon a cart to the hospital. He stayed Dr. Osborne P-owell. He observes that eaci vac-
two miîonths and half in the institution, the skull ex- uation of the bowels is accompaniel 1y a feeling of
foliated, and the wound becanie fungous, when lie se:nothig cracking, followed by itenso pain
claimed his discharge, though affected with paralysis nevertheless, in nany instances no fissuro can be
on the left side, which lad occurred iminediately founid, aven after the nost careful and nunuto im-

after the infliction of the injury. He subsequently spection. He consequently regards it as of the
applied at the clinical wards of Pavia, where Dr. nature of neumilgia. It conmonly occurs letween
Porta liad an opportunity of studying the case. the ages of eighteen andi thirty, and iost frequently
Eighteen months had elapsed since the accident, in women. In the treatment, the first thmg to do
and twelve nonths since the closure of the vound. is to abolish the musenlar element. Récaînier,
The author mninutely describes the integrity of the whos naime io inseparable froin the history of this
intellectual functions, the amount of paalysis in a w p d that the fisural lesion
the upper and lower limbs, and concludes by is an eleuent without importance, andI h enrired
dwelling on the three following points :-(1) That several patients by what lie terned rovid niiel mas-

0 s y ('hilorI .i n witq tien. unikiiewxî. He~ hal thothe encephalon is a double urgan composed of two ate hlr so sthn nknwn He hdtre
equal parts, and that, one being destroyed, the a y Is
other survives without functional disturbance. (2) duced first one fingor, thon niiother, and so oi, until
That in the different spheres of the cerebral, me- hw hall passe;(.d his whoelo hanîl into the rvrtum ; he
dtllary, and iiervos systes, special and diverse thii closed his fist an drew his hand froni the in-
functions are perfectly isolated and localised, the testine. This was a mocst rational operation, and the
disturbance of the functions following localised in- employment Of chloroform in- the preseit day per-
juries. (3) That, in the present case, electricity Jnits us to practico it in a imuch less 1)arbarious
diminished the paralysis of the arm, and that the manner. Thus, the patient being put under the
improvenent would have been more narked had influence of cllor.fîtorm, the surgeon iitroduces his
the treatrnent been sufficiently prolonged. two thumilbs inito the rectum, andi enleavours to bring

The case is confirmatory of the well-known e- theni in contact with the two ischia; at that moment
periments on the lower animas, from whom a ene h ears a strong cracking noise, and the operatioin
whole hemispiere was renoved.-ancet. is finished. The first stool after the operation is

paùiful, but this pain is simply the resuilt of the re-
gion being contused, and does not in the least
resemble the pain which characterized the spasnodic

ACTION OF ALCOHOL ON THE TEM- attacks. The succeeding stools are vithout any
PERATURE OF THE BODY. pain, and tie-cure is assured. (Med. Tines and

Gazette.
Mr. Daub has recently been investigating the

effects of non-intoxicating doses of alcohol on the
temperature of healthy men, under the supervision
of Professor Binz. He points out that deter-
minations of temperature by means of the thermo-
meter in the axilla are not very satisfactory, since
in the course of an hour or two spontaneous
variations of several tentis of a degree may fre-
quently be observed. Such a method of ascertain-
ing the temperature may be useful enougli for all
practical purposes for the physician, but the ac-
curacy is not sufficiently great for scientific pur-
poses. For these the temperature of the rectum
should always be employed. The best time for
taking the temperature is from 3 to 7 o'clock A.M.

TnÀCHEoToMY 1Y THE GALVANO-CAUTERY.-La
France Mèdicale mentions the operation of trache-
otomny as successfully performeid by the galvano-
cautery, on a boy, Sct. 13, vIo had a little piebble
in the tracliea for upwards of a nonth. lie opera-
tion was thus perfornied by M. Amussat; a strongly
curved needie ivas introduced through the tracheal
tissue, comprising part of the wind1pipe itself; this
needle was furniished with a stout double thread of
platinui. When the nedle had been passed
through, the two ends of the thread wore joined
by being seized in a forceps which was iii coinnec-
tion with a galvanic pile, and the section was per-
formed by the licated wire without the loss of any


