
ATIERTON-PROGRESS OF MEDICINE AN) SURGERY.

Then again we find surgery stepping in to the aid of medicine in the
treatment of that very frequent and dangerous disease, appendicitis.
Many claim that it should be under the care of aurgeon from the start,
as at any moment it may be considered desirable to resorttoò the knife
to save the .patient. It is ony in recent years that ve :have been able
even to diagnose this affection which formerly 'vas élassed uider the
general name >fperitonitis.

In additiorto this iwe have made reat ad vance in the dianosis and
treatnn of aous obr abdominaldiseases c a tubecua peri-
tontis acute or chrome itestinal obstruction erforative peritonitis,
gali stones, srgical disea es of the kidney enlargements of tne spleen,
inflammaory affections of the tubes and ova-ies, and tumors of al
kinds and in al parts of the abdominal cavity. To theremoval of the
ovaries and uterus we have now adoed extirpation of the kidney and:
spleen as well as tii excision of several feet of the intestine, aand more
recently the reorval of the hole stomach.

One is inclined to ask ifie have not reached the iii t of our surgical

procedures in the lin f abdominal surgery atleast, and some may be
tempted to say that we have already eceeéded the line of prudence, but
time and experience must be ieft to sottle the question. In any case ive
have reat reason to be proud of what has been ecomplishe. In no
othlefield of ,work bis the surgeon scored so iany triumphs as in this.

Turning our attention to another large cavity of the body, tlie chest,
we find that until about thirty years ago, littie or no attenpt was madë
tômeddle with itscontents,:unless forced to do so:ecause of some injury

received and even then ire were very careful in dealing wîth l., To the
lae H-f. I. Bwditch, of Harard University, is due chiefly the reditof
firstadvocating the tapping of the pleura for fluid effusionthere. I
well recollect the first operationI vitnessed as done by hilm. ln a few
years thi practice became almost universal and now it i.s a frequont
occurrence in the hands of aIl practitioners To simple tapping was soon

dded a permanent opening for the more effectual treatnent of
Purulent collections, and now even the iung itself is more or less
successfully treated by incision for the drainage and cure of pus cavities
there. The pericardium too is both tapped and drained for collections
of serum or pus in it.. Even the wall of the heart lias been subjected to
suture for wounds, and with some measure of success.

Dr. J. B. Murphy, of Chicago, claims that be obtains good results in
tuberculosis of one lung by establishing a fistula in the chest so as to
produce collapse of the lung and thus give it complete rest.


