
FOR LOWER CANADA. 1

Towards autnmn this _providont little animal mounts the branches of
oak-trces, strips aiT tho ncorîîs and hurles thi iii tho carth, as a
supply cof food against the soverit es of -- iîter. Hoe is meat probably
net gitted witht a mominory ef sufficient rotentiati te Crnablle hinim te Iind
oçcry one ho cerotos, icih arc thus loft in the grouuid, and spigiî
tit thbe folloiig yonr, finally groiv into magnificeît trocs. PIicasIUts
devonir numbers of acorni iu the nutumi, saine of whikb having
passed through te stonîsel,, probably germinate. The îîuthatch in tit
indirect mnnler aise frequently becomes a planter. linving twiited
off thoir hougbs a cluster cf booclinuts, titis curions bird resorts to
Borne favourite troc, whose bole is unevon, and endecavours, by a sories
of madceut'res, te pog it jute oneocf the crovices of the bark. I)uring
the operatico it oftentinies faIt te the ground and is caused to
germinale by the ineistureocf wintcr. Many siîdf beechets are found
growing ucar the haunts of tce nutlîatcb, wbIich have evidcntly be
planted in tho inanner described."1

Net less important, peorhaps, are the results of the destructive than
those cf the constructive prepensities and poivors of minute creatures.
0f tho elharmiing lutroduction Io Entoraotogy, by Mdessrs Nirby nd

S plice, ne less than five entireoepistles are occupicd vrith tie injuries
hch woe sustain f'rai insets, whilo two Pro dovotcd te tic bonefits

they yield us. The former is alnîost unl uppalling nrrJy; the injuries
done te, us iii our field-creps, iii our gardons, iii aur ortharJa, in our
woads and forests, not te mention thoso Nwhich attack or living stock
or aur persons, by theso îuost minute cf ceatures, are indecdà vell
calculated to impress on us tho truth cf that Oriental provcrb, iviiicb
tells us that the smaflcst encmy is net te ho dcspised.

The locust has beon celebrûted ia titi ages as anc cf tie scourges of
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I artilepen th e mos gem faror th o nobl Th ndpfcrst cf Gonay ltwa sae ta iniis of ine owcs hod
baiead faa undV te ide u atcs af a bettegý naeionscattn i nu te nes a ivw bic lays ret re sr En the r , hen c un tho
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5iistaneý, thoy ave thc instinct te guard against, the crash ivhich
would involvé tleinselves in ruin, by gradually filling up the hollowed
post3 wlth a sort ef mertir, ieaving enly a slender ivay for their ca-n
travel; thus thc pests are cbangcd frein wcad te stone, aad retain
their solidity.

Porbes lu bis Oriental Yëmoirs bas recorded a curicus, but by ne
Mc-ans unusual examupie cf the ravages cf the termites. Hlavîug hadl
occasion te shot up an apartinent, ho cbserrced, on returnin- at ter a
few wecks, a number cf the wvell-known covered irnys icading ncrcss
the racin te certain engravings bang la frames. 'The ZIasses appcarcd
te ho nncommoniy dui, and the fireies covered. with dust, "lOn

attomnpting," says hoe, "gte wipc it aff, I was astonishcd te flnid the
glasses fixcul te the wail, imet suspended Eu fraies as I loft fîcin, but
comploteiy surrouiided by ln incerustation cemented by the white auts,
mlîo land actually caten up) the dent fratries andi hackboards, and thu
greater part of the pier, and loft tîto ghisses uphli by thle incrusta-
tien or covered îvny, wihl they hall forîned duritig tieir dopredatioîs."

Sientlinîuiî tells of n pipe cf aid Maîdira %ville lîvin- bCen tappeti
aini entiroly lest by a baud af these iîîsects, %who hll Jaeu a funcey te
tic oak slaves o eak. A nd Sir E. Teînnant apîoars ta bave furoti
nie botter; for lie coinpiains that, in Ceylen, lit Lad il case cf wvino
ilbed, iii tho course cf two days, ivith alinost soliti cay, and ealy
discoerred the presezîce of tle whiite atita b* tlîe burstiîîg oftîo corks.

They finit their iany iîîto hureaux andte caiiets, aîîd erreed.Iy deoeur
ail Impers and parchinents; tiierin, aîîd tg a sheif et books wiIl ha
tntieled Ente a gallery, if Et hiappen te, bo in tIroir linieocf marcli."
Rlonce, as Hunmboldt observes, througlinut, thc euitioctiat re,,ions cf
Aiiiorict,-nii' the saine Es truc En sinuilar chintes of tbe Olti %Vorld,
indeeti, iii ail, wiicre very specinl procautions are îlot talion avaiîust
it,-Et Es iîfinitely rare ta tiîîd an)' records mucla more than Iluif a
century elti.

1But tlîeuglî tho exorcEseocf their instinct brings these little Ensects
Ente collision a-lUi man, aîîd se far thîcy act ai s esceicis, ubuîîdaîîfty
înahEîîg up !i portinacity aîîd conisociation whînt thîe) lack iii individus!
force,-a-e shall grcntly misunderstand their missionî if ive look ut Et
cnly iii titis aspect. A neail fmn ~uspremn rn

deetis, ive mnust sec thein far frein the haunts 0? mani engageti au the
seavongers of the forest-wilds cf tic tropics; the romlovers of fallen
trocs, of huge giants of the woods, coînmissioned te g et rid of thoso
eîiermaus bulIs of tin'bcr, whiciî, haviîîgstood En stateiy granideur aüit
ricli life for a tlîousaud years, have uit leiîgtlî yielded tu denih. Nat
lon." dee the vast mass lie curnbering the soit beneath - the termites
atac it enter ils substance front the -rounîd, andi iii the ceurse of a
fen- weeks succeet inE se emptying it, as te heave Et a more deceptivo
shell, on %vbich if you stop, te uise tho comparisen of Sineathmnan,
"yeu might as %volt treand upen a cleud."

We presurne that, En te foloiig description cf a scorie En Brazil,
me may understand the inseets cf wbich ive are now speaking, though
tbe travohler catis thora Ilants. "-

'g A number cf tai), prestrate trocs moere lyin- about, upon îvbich
largo columas cf ants of ail kinda moveti husily te andi fro. kn
penetrating into the depUis cf the primerai ferest, cite socs evideace
at cerry stop tlîat thoe minute creatures are the destroe rs cf the
colossal trocs, miiose stren.-th braves aIl the attacks of~ tomr anti
v'ind. A striking instance ia thia cf hemv sniall are efîcu the mens
wvhich the Creatcr employa te produce the miglitiest resulis; ter a-bat,
greater disproportion cati ho imaginod tlîan betireen an ant andi onc
Of tbcse giauts cf fie forest ? Ne sooner is a troc attackod by thora
tlianit Es oometi; ita size and strength are cf mie avail ; aîîd frequentIy
thesa little insects miii destroy Et in sucli a mannor that the bark ale
romains, andi ail the woody fibres enimble awny, until the taîl troc

fusi etngth pe e gou wt h a i trmedo crsaprytun id at pseeig ata0 of mihin anh milontf he u
Besde thseprofsofths detutv paeI the ne cfifîîreSU aan t Esrda C _i1it evdnc cof ther ski in the pyramli-dcal ant-hls % ila te tse mC ht cuo os ftopo

vinc cf R de Janeiro. We aiseo cserved, Iar«e trnks cf trocs
piorct aith dep hoes harugth ap enc cf oi r.a a grad

ih A frca t hio e a r f lc w ic a re te acu Ca sh da f et ai

et s e i , rii aEh a s ont a" any iatn t cny aaad is ctUeare ain e sbini. tethen bt e e i s ta't gi the
aI ls h ebehaullat enucass cno t sltan ofer th eipr.

T ee i dfe zIl cfossia the ppcry sor cfJ osi. edt
hume seTis; te bords fri the patresl, an t mades tivns ur ld
abotniv ticts drp with atig luegt, an buua r Thanee Esl mn

anescte orte pastera! inhita n but inay the motgact ic
cantmai, adrt -U the eebnsadicroses hicarct sands uere fey.
Ilnt hor matt.Tis the fAyssiidd, the ough oy knoew fieat
hosebns fe brs more tyi aiuge ahn i Suh Esi errcrid

cf a fly.
Quite as fermnidable En the seuthem portion cf the saine continent

Es the dreadcd Lelse, like the ziint, one af the Talba.idoe, Uiough a
difrerent species. This inseet, which Es scarceiy harger than aur bouse-
fly, reigus cirer certain districts attac<ing the demnestie animais. Its
bite Es certain tiat te the cx, horse, anti dog; yet, strango te say,
it preduces ne serions iacenveliience to, the Luman body, nom appar-
catly te the wilti gaine cf thc country-the buffiaiecs, giraffos,
antelapes, anti zobras, which moain hy millions over the samne nliis.

The efFeet an the sinitten beast Es net immediate, lier does the huzz
produco the teri-r ihich that cf tbe zmb docs. It Es not tElt after
several days that Uic peisnî begias to maaiifest Its effeet: then the


