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awl do not remember ey advised on s
particular subject hy any one acyuainted with
the country, but the talk and the evidence of
one's eyes were all of pot and skin hunters, of
tramping, coal and gold and silver miners, of
campr and hands of Chinese raifroad laborers.
And then the lonclineas and the distances be-
tween stations wnd houses ' But by and by
the car slowly dropped lower and lower into
the coast country of Butish Columbia, follow-
ing the nughty and always angry Fraser
River, and then came mote of westein life,
not much after the Bret Hurte pattern, itis
true, yet pussed amud trees of glant growth,
made quaintly picturesque by swarms of
Chinamen 1 blouses and in huts shaped like
bowls turned upsule down, made glotious by
the coustant offering of salmon fresh from the
water at every meal su the dining cura, and
rendening yet more notable by constantly -
creasing famihisnity with those coast Tndians,
wrongly called the Niwash, who are hittle
mote hke the Indiuns of the plams than the
selirus ate like horses or Japanesc aie lihe
negroes  Intruth, these Niwash are eatraordi
uatily like the Chinese in facial features, but
fiom centurien of boat-towing they have
grown short-legged und broad at the shoul-
ders  They are fish-caters, and are in conse:
quence mild and pacitic, with a natural inch
nation to wark for their hving, and no strony
inclination to the clothes, the houses, or even
the rehgion of the whites.
gestion of what we eastern folkn hnow ar
western or border life anywhere on the Pacitic
coast, us I saw it, either in Canada or ow
own country.  More stold, staul, or tinished
caities than Victoria and Portland, (he | or
more delightfully cultivated and progresmve
Little comnunity than Tacoma [ will defy the
castern man to tind 1n hisown land.
the retuen trnip by the Northern Pacific Rail-
road, and 1t was 80 much less savage in aspect
thun the outward journey that 1 only saw
twenty Indiang, und they were all on one
place sunning themaclves on & freight house
platform in Montana. The cowhoys were
their substitutes, and a milder, more intell:-
gent-lovking lot of young wnen than ull of
them that 1 saw were, it would be difhienlt to
find. Here, too, the stations were close to-
gether, anl the settlements often larger and
more thriving than in Canada, which is a
much newer country. By any other of the
Paciuc roads, except posaibly the Southern,
there is even less of rawness and rudeness
than I saw.

No: there is a western life, and it1s very
peculiar to an eastern man, but it is not
garnished with pistols or celebrated with
knives. Its pecularities lie in the almost
pure democracy of the society out there, in
the footing of equality maintained by every
one with every one else; in the high regard
for women, eveu when they are women who
scandalize their sex ; in the vigor and keen-
ness and enterprise that mark the conduct of
all enterprizes, and in the vanity with whieh
every man speaks of the community of which
he forms & part. In these features, and not
in bloodshed and disorder, lie the differences
between the eastern and western life of to-
day.
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The Coal Strike.

Tue Ralway Servwee Gazette aayn  There
has in the m. agement of the Reading in the
past, been much to ahienate the friendship of
1ta employves, or possibly move orrectly speak
ing, there was httle to show that the manaye-
ment desied the futendsiup of the men whose
labor 1t purchased.  The principle upon « mich
the Reading management seemed to actan the
past, that the employer paird 0 much money
for the faithful setvice of the employee, aund
that, when the accounts were sgnared, all
obligations ceased on both sides, may he cor-
rect atel 1 aecordance with the eold logie of
Jaw ; but the ralway cotporation or the in
dividual employer will learn to lus sorrow,
sooner or later, that he must have either the
good will or the ill will of his cemployees, and
that of he 1s mbitferent to their good will he
will surely get ther il will. The ralway
corporation is most unfortunate thit 18 served
by the employ ees only for the money paid them
and who cherish for the company no feelings
of hindness ; for if there 18 not good will, it s
certamn that 111 will finds a place i tsabsence.
1f this fecling is permitted to grow for years
1t will at last butst forth with greater fury ;
and we believe there is not a single instance
on record where a ratlroad management has
been able to successfully operate its road with
the hostility of a cousidersble portion of its
employees arrayed sgainst it.

As to the juatice or injustice of the present
stitke on the Reading. no man hving can form
even a remote conclusion from the published
reports. The present trouble may be wholly
A protest against the real or imaginary griev-
ances of to day, but much more hikely it is
very greatly influenced by remote causes that
had then origin under former methods of
management.

The Philadelphia Press gives the following
summaty of the conditions existing m the an-
thracite regions, which, 1t will be seen, does
not present a very flattering picture for the
speedy termination of the strike : There is a
demand fir all the anthracite coal that can be
produced, and there will be ue long as the
Schuylkill and Lehigh miners stay out. The
Wyoming region is working fall time and pro-
ducing a great amount of coal. Thix, with the
supply from Lehigh, makes the shipments
heavier than last year and so fur equal to any
in January. The distribution of the coal
mined is better than it was & week ago, and
except in the Schuylkill Valley there is no
great wconvenience, but prices are high. In
New York wholesalers have to pay fron: $4.50
to $4.75 per ton, and at this the retail price is
$7.50, except ol customers, who are generally
supplied at §7. There is no sign of the end of
the strike. [t was thought that some of the
individual operators in the Schuylkill region
would get to work this week, hut the miners
are determined to refuse to mine coal which is
sent to market via the Reading'’s lines. This
shows that the strongest kind of & bond
exists between the striking miners and rail-
voaders, though officially there is no connection
between them. It can fairly be assumed that
the issue is now joined and the contest is be-
tween capital and labor, with the capitalist
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contenling for complete supeniaion of s

| business, and the lehorer contending for the

contnted 1ecogmtion of s orgenization,
How lung the battle will last no man can tell.
In the Schuylkill region the miner has just re-
ceived hns last pay and has not yet begun to
feel any inconvemence from the str.ke. In
the Lehiga region the men have entered the
fifth wonth of the strike, and though they we
poor, they are still able to hold out.

Pacific Railroad's Report.

Tus report of the majonity of the United
States Commission appomted to mvestigate
the affura of the Pacitic Rulonds, while con-
demnimy the course followed by the corpora
tions 1 the past, takes the ground thatatos
not expendient for the gosernment to wrest the
property from thar hands at the sk of de-
wtroying the chance of 1ecovenny the money
due . and, asa meansof pumshing past wrony-
doing. the report proposes to present bills to
congress provading for the refunding of the
entire amount due to the Umted States, come
puted so as to show whit would he funly due
woJuly, 1888, af payment could be then
exacted.  Tins the commisstoners would put
mto three per cent bonds, runmng for nfty
years and paying half yearly nterest, and
they would provide for the pasment of 4 per
cent. of the full amount of the bouds fur the
hiat ten years, aund one per cent. thereafter
wito w sinking fund to be placed m the hauds
of trustees, They calculate that this atrange.
ment woukd suftice to extinguish the princpal
at the end of fitty yeara.
the sulwidized lines would be retamed, and a
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new contract mortpage be exeeuted, covenny
the property of the companies.
the non acceptance of the refunding plan, the
proposed bnlls provide for the annual payment
to government of 40 per cont of the net re-
cerpts of the Union Pacine and the whole of
the net receipts of the Contr al Pacitic, with
other percentiyges for the other hnes on the
plan of the Thurman Act. The report of the
minority proposes to put the 1oads into the
hands of a receiver, wind up their atfars,
wipe out the great mass of thewr obhigations,
and let them take a new start onsolid ground,
Of the commission of three, Mr. Pattisou re-
commends the appomtment of a receiver for
all the Pacific rmilroads. Messts. Anderson
amd Littler say, concerning the Union Pacific,
that the rosd has passed out of the control
and the ownership of those to whom the sub-
mdies were granted, and those who were re-
sponsil'e for the enormous indebtedness of
the corporation to the government. The pro-
perty, they say, is now in the hands of men
who seem to be running it in the intercst of
the stockholders, the bondholders, and the
government, and, as long as they pursue the
course they have adopted, should receive
the encouragement of the government. With-
in a few years, the development of the western
country is so rapid, the roads under the
Union Pacific management cannot but becoine
very valualle properties, and the indcbted-
ness to the government will undoubtedly be
pnid in full without embarrassment to the cor-
poration.
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