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The increase in the sale of the Scrip-
tures indicates a growing interest in
the Gospel. Medical work pl.,sa very
important part in the work of evangeli-
zation, Pecople flock to the mission
hospitals in large numbers, but often
their eagerness for spiritual instruction
is greater than for medical aid. Belief
ir Christ as the only Savior is spreading
even among the Moslems, tho often
secretly.

The condition of women, as in other
Moslem lands, is pitiable in the extreme.
There is no home life. Polygamy has
destroyed the Persian morality, if there
ever was any, and the children grow
up accustomed to the language and
scenes of a brothel.

It is still too early to predict the
effect upon the mission work of the
coming of the new Shah to the throne.
He is said to be less ealightened, but
more indifferent than his predecessor.

ARraBiax Missions.

Thke work in *‘ the neglected penin-
sula’ consists chiefly in medical treat-
ment at the missivn: stations, and in the
sale of the Arabic Scriptures to Jews
and Moslenis by native helpers. An
interesting example of the way in which
the Lord turns apparent misfortune
into blessing i3 seen in a recert riot in
Muscat. Ina fight between two Arab
chiefs the mission premises were looted
and a large supply of Bibles were
stolen. These were put up at auction
aund sold as foreign books to one of the
Arabs. He, in order not to lose money
on his purchase, sent his slaves all over
the district, and they sold the copies of
the Scriptures to hundreds of Moslems
who could otherwisc never have been
reached directly by the missionaries-
The work is progressing in the face of
many difficulties, climatic, financial,
and Satanic.

THE GOSPEL IX RussIia.

The land of the Tsars is almost as
much 1 closed land to the Gospel as arc
Tibet and Alfghanistan. No stone is
left unturned to bring every inhabitant
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into the Greek Church, and no perse.
cution is too severe for those who e
come apostate. Active proselyting j;
carried on in the Baltic provinces ayq
clsewhere, and between bribes gy
threats many of the people have joingy
the Russian Church. Proselyting for
Protestaats is aot forbidden among
Jews and others who are nof adhereny
of the Greek faith, but converts ap
often sorely persecuted, as has beens,
abundantly seen in the case of (g
Stundists, The Baptists in Russia sl
continue to sulfer deep persecution, g
which has now been added the confises.
tion of all religious literature. In spit
of the great difficulties under whigy
they labor the work goes on, and they
now report a membership of more thay
17,000, with 90 ministers, and the bap
tisms last year were more than 1204,
The religion of the great mujority of
the European inhabitants of Russiais,
of course, the Orthodox or Gre:
Church. The absence of a celibaw
clergy gives it an advantage over the
Rtomish Church, and, until now, Jittl,
if any, ohstacle has been placed is te
way of the free circulation of the Holy
Scriptures. The monks and the highe'r
clergy are, however, forbidden to mar-
ry, snd any advantage which the Gresk
Church possesses over iis great rivalia
the matter of doctrine is almost ot
weighed by the superstition and idols-
iry which press alike on priest and pe~
ple. Strong pressure is aow besg
brought to bear to drive outsiders fatr
the bosom of the Orthodox Chureh, bot
secession i3 making far greater progress
than forced conversions. Guod is, i
deed, working mightily in Russiaamos;
Jews and Gentiles, in the midst of %
much sin and wrong. In the case of
the Jewish population the old prejzdive
is found to be slowly bat surely givizy
way before the spirit of inquiry, and
the seed sown in the past is begioaicy
to bear fruit. The outlook for Christise
missjonsis more than hopeful, aud, sltho
theoretically absolutely forbiddenby the
government, up to the present time
there has been little difficulty in carrs-



