
IiI OOLONISI,

A WlaoIc ftlani.

A goiititlveo utlil lias ti0 b>usiness on(lt-,c tien.
urt. lit ilh geL protideti uvcryiwllcre. If lie
tako offense nt rougit bauîter, Lord liclp inî
union lie gels iaito a tuintg catmp. If ili wcuir
lis lioart ipon i alus sîe lt laitti etor uei6r of
tlîc Mexican towiîs aud tlieir pretty senoritau.
Il lio woiîbd kîiow any peaco lot in kcep away
troli thie çattie range, for thc cowboys' jesta
arc asi kuon anti cuttitg as t'le sptirti nt Llîoir
licols.

l"ratîk Rlibins was bogitunuiîig tu tutti ont
soune o! tliesc tliinge. unt if you gave bîiaîî a
uîbolo decaîbeo lie wotiîd iit tint) dieta ail out.

'lWiat tlîe boy waliîts is toiglieuing, saia)
Mart Seiby.

lart wau big and touglu, andi lie saîv iii good
reason vhty auybiody bot a chlt or it uoilan
sliould bo tender.

I Ie's a youiig colt tbîat watits a Mox.ican bit
ahiovoti into lis îîîoîth, andti Len to bu riddten
throhgb tlîe c;tctuis."

At Luciti's ranch the boya j4î<tl ani irritateti
Rabebins, bat it d'à not tieern Le touglicl hM.
They eaucd nothing for wihiskcy that dido't
stretch as it went down, atud wh cil ho put ivat-
or in bis tlîey calicd liîîî a perfect lady anti
Iauglied-boutly.

"Stand their josliing," said àlart to Raobbins,
'at youu'l get aiong botter. Tlîey atmrays

niake it hot for a man that tion't joali back."

Ilh1, I tion't Inid it," repiied ttbbins, badl.
ly ovurdoing bis ctYurt to look tuconertîed.

It hall beau the saine cverywiiere lie Imat beu
iii tue %Vest. lie %vas; ane of tliose tuaitî who
are noer nything but tenderfeet. 1le siinpby
wotîlî nuL take men as lie founît thin, thiglu
tliey werc parfeetly williuig to take jini sa.
Anti the absuri idens that liai) loulgilîcnt iii lus
licat 1. hiel amnong these ivere thiat bic ait
bave a triond-a cbutn-wvio shoulîl bc a inan
sUter luis owu licart. Ho lîad beaui looking for
sudh a mari for two yeia. lic pieketi Mi out
occasionably, but lie nover tounna luit tu suit.
1This aite was not trîîtlubtil, anti tlîe othor was;
not nice in bis speech. There n'as soaîctling
laukimg in cach oue.

IlWitat i want i3 a whltoi iian," lie eiglîed,
1I never coulai take uup witli aîîy of tliuse ui4bb

îîîade fellows. But iL is not so casy. Becn
when 1 intI a uian thiat is tciiiperato anti intai
lectuai ho tonus otut ta be sulfislît. )l'lat waiiid
1 not «ive for a whole muen fora friand anti coin
panion-a whole Mail."

lie mvouit net take ait with Mart >vlby,
thougl h Mart san' that "LtImeyouung follon" sorcly
ncedcd a frienul anti lielper, partictularly one
wlio %vould toiiglieuî lir. lie kcpt on loohiug
for Jus malle to order tuan, but lie ntover scemeti
ta Ilut tupon Mi. Fcw Baich nuen *Gs lie iras
iookiu« for arc te be bouuti witîiu a thotusanit
miles o! I.ucitt'i. lu tact, at Luciu's yon would
bc at a lbas te discover ut single nan .vite ulit
not like ta take observations o! aid Asliby's
clotli anti paper ceiling tiîrough tue bottela of a
irhiskey gloas, antI if you houard a voice, 1 will
give yeti !ny word of hono- it uvas nu clicrta,

Ona day the boys outditi ail ttieir othoCr i ttie
ummcnnoas ta Rebbins by gotting hinupi esl
druuuk. Of couriseiL ira ne kilbuugintatter; but
hlbitit nover becu druuik bcborc anti lue Look iL

very tieriotioly anti cesol'ed tu Icava campii noxt
dey.

blait tidt suit like tls. Mas henrt tutti Warin.
cil toward the 'yrung felloîv," aud hoe hateti ta
scC Iiiuîi [Bave the place. i"inally lie rcsolved to
go witi Mual.

'rhey agrecd betwcon tlim tîat they iotiId
flot go ou1 the range agaiîi. Tllicy would go
Prospocting fur goala.

Andi thus it îvas tlîat they c'aîin tu itiakc tic
jurnoy over the tiesort towtlrd l)ead Iforse

<lh.Now, as; oecoybiaty in that country
krowa, the wcalth of l)eat Ilorse Cnicli is
great, but it is veiy liard Lu reach. Miinors
wlio have livcil ont the aîvful lient of tlîo alkali
plain that lies ail aroîind tlio buttes wliereun
the gulch nuakes its gash, ]lave corne bacit witlî
ful balts, but nonce of Ibein have ever goue a
second tine.

In 8tiggestiiig this journey Mlart Sulby li.id a
double object. Firet, lie %ventail to touglton
"the young teolboi," andi next. ho wanted to

cariaih theîîî bathî. Mart knew Lîjat Rabbins
hati corne out west to aili enougli nîoney tu
nuarry a nice girl who livcd ini Dlawvare, andi
ho knew. tao, that "lthe yeung fellow" hadl
fonca monoy :îîaking vory elow work.

Front Lucin's to the great alkali plain that
lay before tlîc buttes ini whiclî the gold was hid-
deni ias a long anti toilsone joîîrney. But thîc
real %York only began with tîte crossing of the
alkati desert.

White andi naketi lay the ticati land) bcfore
their aclîing cycs. Tte eye o! licave. ahante
down with îîostî tinrolenting tierceneas. No
brcath of air wuas stirring. anti tlîe wlinle world
iras ta t£hein as dataib as deatu.

Mart hall colinteti on tlîe jouncy beiîîg a
hard one, but not so liard as tlîis. l le had nolt
dreaneti tlîat the water wvoîîiî «ive out 80 socinl
lior that the hurBeB Nvoiffl Blok Ilown antd dia as
they diii.

StIl thoy staggered oit, thecir forais, bout u-
lier their lîeavy burdons, standing out sharp
ante rawv abovo thue wliitc eartlî, oi wliich thcir
clearly delineti shadows feil with inky black-
tiCsa.

In that u'.outiless, mifticas air distance qceutietl
sot at uaught, for thcy trav:ellti un andi oun to.
-varut the buîttes, and yet tliey seerned to grouv
210 uicaror.

It was toward evcuuing tiîat tluey reaclîed a
ioeky isiet in the sea, of alkali, and there, after
a vcry bad inca) of hardtack, thoy fMI aslccp),
llobbirs; dreaining of cloar, colti watcr, drawn
fruli unarbie fotutains ini crystal gublets. Tite
young tuan wa8 the firat to awake. Tite Ban
iras beginning ta shoot lus4 fiory netiles over
the unount4îins. Rebbins libted iz ualuîîc tu raîb
his oycs.

Thou a taongue of flarno dlartcti towiartl luît
anti Btruck hlm on the palm of tbîo hana.

"lMy (,ad," ho gros-ntil, Il is a rattlcsnazkc,
atut ho's bitton Ille ! "

If is voice seemet) to avrakoî a litindrcdl
choc, anti to these responded a litundreb rat-
tics.

Solby sat up in lle biânket andi starcd at hiuîî
atupitily. As ho ilatie the ruovenicut, a rattie.
anako strnek him in t.he face and anothcr, at
his aide, uvouiti have donc te saine lîad-he

not threv lîlmeoif eut of rancht of lus deatfdly
fangs.

Tfice rattles sotindcd ou evory aideo. Tite
two îî:cn rau back to a etrotch of Banid beyoîîd
the rocks anîd gazeti at oe1c othor wildly.

I folt etill," dernuindeti Ilart. "Lot uite
look nit yoîir bite."

lie graspcd tha 'ioy'a baud.
l Tauk Clod, it's not in tlîe vain

Ho neized [lis titilla and quickly holtawed out
a piece o! tîcah.

"«Tlire, hlat yotir ]itti down atîd lot tlîe
blond runtu rac. îvhilc 1 tio tlîis cord arouti
your armn."

lio twistcd tho atout corti ntif it cut intu
the arrn.

Noir, tlue whisky," lie gaspod.
No," saiti Rohbunfs, Il lot uIl cut tMie [oison

otit o! your ivotînti."
blart held still a. mioeet wliilo tluie wua

donc.
INow, tme -vbi3ky-quiek c ricti Rob.

bine.
l;ut Sebby dia not look for the bringing forth

o! tlîe tlisk witli atuy light of halte in lis

IIt la yours," ho said ujuietby. IlThore is
oîuly enotîgli for one, andi hareiy that."

Thenuit iii yours, Niart."

"But yen are tlîe vorae bitten. Yotîr face
is aIrcady beginniug ta swebl. Drink it."

Thora was anguish in the tonle, cs thore wtîs
luoroisîti ie the words ; bat it iras haoism o! a
iveakly sert. lie helti ont tlîe bottie et aru'a
lengtlî, white lie turnei ]lis face away."

"lNo, by (Coti ! It's yaur'a boy !" camue *in
lumier anti mure coinniaîîding tous front Mart
Selby. "lVoit lhave a itiother anti a sweethcart
baek ini the States. And 1-I have nobotly.
Thoera ias aornuebody oece, but tliere ain't nu
bodiy now-nobody at aIl."

Ini thc face of this fearital teinfptation Rtobbinus
felt hinuseîf wekening. Ilcgrcw lesstrongof
rosolution with caci, tick ef the watch in bis
pocket, lucard so plainiy in tlîe dcscrt atlluoss.

Whta coward ho fait himrnolf; biît-how swcot
was libo.

Ws there flot liclp to bc hua from somo
otier sotirce? He couli nlot take tliis. Tho
drinking of t.hat liquiti was the drinking o!
Sclby's lifo,anti tlîat file itteant nmuoh ta hint
now. Maerc was tVie wholc mian!

lis cyes swclpt the hopeicss plain. Ho
looketi for the "du8t" of a traveller, but lie saw
noue. 'J'ha heat of the day was growing. Ho
thouîght ho fait the poison puising thîrough i%
veine.

Il<No-No," lic sait), 3inkiiîg down tapon the
saîîd. Ant ite %vas a pitiable wcakcioss ini
bis tolles.

Sclby teck the buttIe froînthMs hîand. Au ha
dia au a. Bladu of fear rose ta l{.obbin'a face.
Sebby saw it andi siied. Tfite swollen face
malle the amibe groktsque ; but, noue the less,
it w&s thc amile of a gatl. Hae camne forwarti
andi knolt baside the oroudhing tarin af Rabbin,
who iras lying on bis face, with his oyais shiat,
bogged hiiîî not to think of Muin, but of hisi.
aelf. Bult the toue iras growiog wceaker.

Titeciller saitl no word, but, lifting lis
friend's heati, ho unuorked tue bottin anti helai
it to bis lps. A look of rcmonstranco carne
over Icbbins' face, anti lie raistil lits hand to
puea away the bottIc. Just thion lie glanceti
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