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EIGIUTELINTH MEETING.

Tho Srciety met in tho Prayesroom, April 26th—tho
Prosident (W. A. Langton) in the chair.  After tho roll
was called, the minunten of the last meeting wore read
by the Seerctary, nnd adopted.

E. B. Brown then roso to explain. Ile thought he
had bLeen harshly dealt with, and that the Society
should have arcepted his excuse Jast meeting. 1o
aid that it was a case of real sickness, and no
shamming. Ho always prepared his debates, and had
proved himself an attentive nud hardsworking mnember,
Taking all theee facts into cunsideration, he thought
that tho Soviety could not refuse to uccept these
further explanations in the epirit in which they bad
been offered. The Saciety, who evidently felt deeply
for tho injured member, magnanimously aceepted his
explanations, and the matter dropped.

There being no other business on hand the clection
of officers was next proceeded with. The Vico-Presi-
dency was warmly cuntested by two fifth-form boys,
resulting in tho electiun of Poter Bryce, by a majority
of twelve. The office of Chancellor of the Socicty’s
Exchequer being vacant, was obtained by W. B,
Northrup, who ran in over two other competitors for
that sinceuro, tho Treasurership.

W. IL. Biggar was then appointed chairman for the
debate, which, in the abserce of tho two readers, was
immediately taken up.  The sulject was, * Would the
Nine-hours mavement, if adopted, prove advantageous,
or otherwise?” Tho afilrmative was feclingly sustained
by E. B. Brown, supposted by G. Blackstock, whilo
they were vpposed by A. W. McTaggart and W. G.
Mowat on the negative. After an interesting debate,
tho chairman decided that tho movement, if ndopted,
would provo advantagesus. When tho President had
resemed the chair, a vote of thanks was tendered to
the chairman,

The following announcement was then made:

Sabject fur debato: ** Is Country Lifo preferable to
City Life?” Affirmative, R. Atkinson (leader) ; nega-
tive, W. 1L Atkins (leader). Readers, E. B, Brown
and W. A, Langton.

The officera for the ensaing quarter are as follows:
President—J. G. NcKeowx, VI, Form.
Viee-President—D. Bryce, V. Form.
Secrdary—R. Atrixsey, VI Form,
Treasurer—W. B. Nurrurer, IV, Form.

’ W. A. Laxgrex, VI, Form.
Commulee | E. B. Brows, V. Furm.
(J. A. Parersox, V. Form.
NINETEENTH MEETING,

The Scciety met in the "'rayer-roem, May 3rd, tho
President, J. G. McKeown, in the chair.  After the
roll had Leen called, thoe minutes of last mecting wero
read and adepted.

Tho President then rose to deliver his inaugural. e
maid that his first duty in tho abservations he was about
to address to the Society was ta make his persenal
acknuwledgments ¢n the oceasion whicu had brought
bim ta that place, and that the pleasure ho had reccived
from this i wement of tho Society in electing him their
President, and tho honour which had Leen sa generously
bestowed Ly them, wax xlmast entirely unlooked for by
Aim. He stated also that the usage which had of Iate
grown up, viz., tiat of the person whom the Socicty
bad called te its Presidency waking a fow obsorvations
in his addreas on tho clject and general pnogress of
the Society, scemed to him very commendatle. e
said that in aecing befuro him thase, some of whom
would percliance ere lung be *the wrliters of the weal
or woo of pations,” thoso who would hiave to supply
the placo of the jxefs aud statesmen, who were now
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growing old, it ocourred to him that it was a matter of
no slight moment how they were being propared for
the task. Assuredly if they would alone do much to
botter tho oconditivn of the human race, they would
huvo to improve greatly, and what place, ho asked, was
botter for mental improvement than these so-called
“Jiterary socioties?” Ile said that thoro was no
situativn in lifo in which nentul culture failed to do
good. It udded *‘lustro to the lofticst positon; it
cheered tho lowest lot; it increased the pleasures of
proeperity, and was n comfort in adversity ; it adorned
tho rich and noble, while at the samo timo it refined
the poor and despised. He then rnid that if mental
culturo tended 8o much to elevate t'.0 mind, and inio,
duce a taste for higher and more sublimo thoughts, it
must be of great importance, and if so importaut, it was
needful that every moans which could be employed for
its accomplishment shoull be promiuently brought
forward. In referring to the progress of the Socicty
during the last term, he romarked that there was a
great improvement, and to ensure further improve-
ment, he would unly remind them that harmony must
over reign nmong the members, and that full prepara-
tion for the debate be never neglected. 7  oviewing
tho principal motivns passed during tuc term, he
showed tho benefits tho Suvciety had received from tha
pasting of the motien by which a majority of the
Sucicty had complete control over ite By-laws and
Rules of Order. o stated that the thought of having
a public debate had uwo doubt passed by universal
consent into a matter of tho paust, and he said that the
Suciety did not feel itself prepared at the present time
to have s public debate. The motivn, which was
passed, threatening to expel leaders on debate who
abscnted themselres without just excuse, he said, had
produced its desired cffect, namely, to secure the atten-
danco of tho leaders, Ilo showed that the admission
of Fifth ¥orm boys members of the Society as honorary
members tho year after they lave left College, would
tend to increase the number of the honorary members,
an objeet greatly to bo desired, as the honorary -mem.
bers who used often to visit the Socicty. were now
scldum present at the meetiagy. He then state@ that
the last sulject on which he would speak, and on
which he had great pleasure in congratulating the
Society, was tho very prosperous condition of the
College Times. The slight opposition with which it
had at first met, was now entirely gone. Since its
commencement cvery issus had been growing better
aud better.  Its financial siate was highly satisfactory,
which was no deubt owing to the good management of
the Committce. Already thero had appeared fiveissucs,
Lalf of the whole number, and the rest would appear
at regular intervals. On beball of the Editors, and
eapecually the Managing Editor of the paper, he asked
the mewmbers of the Society to contribute more liberally
to its columus than they had been doing, and thusto
accomplish the clject forwhich tho paperhad been estab-
lished. Yo veferred to the joy with which itsevery edi-
tion had Leen hailed, and tho manner in which it had
Leen sometimes criticized, often quoted by the masters.

In clusing his yemarks, he said that the Society had,
up to the present time, been increasing, not only in num-
bers, but also in the power aud knowledge of delate, and
that it was their duty nut to be content with the littls
knowledge they had already acquired, but still to per-
sovere.  lIle asked them to remcmber that although
they could not Iearn cverything in a day, or mount at
on ce 10 the pinnacle of fame, atill thoy could advance
gradually. He cuncluded his remarks by quoting the
folluwing lines, which are specially applicable to the
members of the Society:

+ Wo have not wings, we caunot soar,
Dat we have feet 1o scale and climb,
Dut slow degrees, by more and more,

The cloudy sumnuts of our time.”

Tho President was sovoral times interrupted by
hoarty appluuse, and after ho had fesumed his seat,
the Vico.President, Sceretary and Treasurer returned
thanks for tho honour the Society had done them, and
although thoy were totally unfit for the position, stil)
thoy hoped to bo uble to dischargo its duties with
fidelity, oto , ete.

E. B. Brown then peescated his report as the retiring
Treasuror, sud gignified that the funds wero low, but
the Society was still able to pay its way. This report
was adopted by the Sooiety. )

‘The President retained his seat during the readings,
E. B. Brown givieg a selection from Sir Walter Scott,
and W, A, Lawgson, Hood’s ** Eugene Aram.”

R. Atkinson moved the ndjournment of the debate,
as ono of the Jeaders had not been notified in time, and
consequently had not been able to prepare his side of
the question. Carried.

Tho following anmouncement was then made for
next mecting; deobate as boforo; and renders, T,
Blackstock and F. B. Iodgins,

Tho Society they adjourned.

ABSENCE.

“What! keep 2 Week away? seven days and nights?
Q dreary reckoniog”
Shakispeare.

The wmany different characters and dispositions of
boys to bo dealt with in a vast cducational institution
liko our College, render the adoption of some general
rules nesessary for the maintenauco of order and disei-
pline within its walls. When, in a majority of cases,
aruleis found to work well, and to do justice on all
occasivns save those of a peculiar character, it is better
to make no cxceptions if possible. But in very few
instances is such a regulation discovercd which gives
that degree of universal satisfaction, and it would seem
that the rule relating to absentees obtaining their
former place in o form is by no means oue of that
kind. It provides, that any boy remaining away from
College for n whole week from sickness or family
affliction, is entitled to resume his place on his return,
and only in that case. Now this may seem a broad
and fair principle 0 lay down, and there is no doubt
that it in many cases deals justice to the absentee and
to the rest of his form; yet, when it comes to be
looked into, ono can sce many instances which aro just
as deserving of attention as those above mentioned.
A boy—a hard-working boy, let us supposc—-is attacked

by a vivlent, though perhaps only a ahori-lived sick- -

ness.  He has to remain away,and’if in the boarding
house, rcceives his excuse from the master of that
cstablishment, Is this boy not quite as desorsing, and
should hie not receivo quito as much consideration as &
lazy fellow who has a slizht culd for ) couple of days
(not cnough to prevent a promenade on King Street in
the afternoon) and remains away for a week, so as to
retain whatever step upward he may have gained from
his accustomed seat among the Dt Inferi. And yet
cases of the former kind havo been known ta occur,
and the results have always been that the week’s
absenteo triumphiantly takes his former position and
the ather “goes dowa.” Ie like manner, many other
circumstances will arise which will utierly prevent a
boy’a attendanco at College on a certain day, and for
which ho is not in any degree responsible. Bat it
must not bo supposed that the sweeping entiroly away
of such a regulation would be at all beneficial in its
vesults, The only thing that is necessary is for the
Principal to exercise his own judgtaent and allow a
reasonable Iatitade in certain cases. Itis to be hoped,
for the benefit of College Loys and the honour of this
institution, that the Masters will give this matter their
consideration (and then who will question the decision),
and not go upon the absord and exploded assumption
thas * Whatever is, is zight.” Crcrors,



