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ground seoms 1o be this, that wo are only total sbstainers by *u
great effort 3 that it is inconsistent with that grace, simpheity,
and caso, that should clinracterize christinn praclico, that we ctm.
ber ourselvos with a vow or plodge ; and that efter all our travail
wo only exhibit **a very ordinury fruit of membership with
Christ,” In a word, he condemns the *mcans we uac, il nnt as
scnsunl and devilish, certainly as ** of the carth ;" and he despiscs
our end and object, fur he compares it to frait which ie the work of
the painter or the embroiderer, without snp or lfo,—* imitations
hung upon the branches.”

Fist, 88 tho means wo employ,—do they deserve thy eondem- |
pation uf the preacher? In humble dependence upon tHun to!
whum power belongeth, and in firm confidence that our procedure
1w constent with 1js truth, wo publicly Tusolve ur agree to abd-
atain from the use of all intoxicaling liquors as nn ordinary beve- |
rage, knowing that the use of such liquoro hus proved to bo a'
temptation and a snure of no common influence to millions of vur
fellow.menr. Now. hmve we any scriptural warrant for this 1.
We think we have. We open our Bibles, und there wo find that
Joshua, as the leader of God’s people, called upon them to enter
into **a cuvenant” wguinst 1dulatry, chap. xxiv.; and fusther on
wo find 1n the 10th of Nehemish an cxample exnctly in point. for
there wo read that that holy mau, (v'ho was surely well establish.
vd i tho love and manifold mercies of his (lod) with the princes,
Levites, and priests, and the rest of the poople with their wives,
and their sons and their davghters, and vvery une having know-
ledge and having nnderstanding ** entered mto a cusse and inlul

)

an outh,” nut to give their daughters unto the people of the land
nor tuke their daughters for their sons ;—and why 7 doubtless, be.
causo they knew that such intermarnages led muny into 1dolatry
and sin, Just as we surely know thut eur drinking customs in-
volve thousands and tens of thousands of our brethren in wisery
and deststution here, and everlasung woe hereaficr,  This Serip-
ture, be it obscrved, tenches us not ouly that a pledge against any
patticular st is lawful, but that alf should join, ** small and great,”
the struny as well as the weak; the weak that they may be
! stieengthened , the stromg to shew their symputhy.  But where |
1 ate the strong 7 Let hum that thinketh he standeth, take heed|
,! lest he fall.  1le, indeed, can know htile of the eonstitution of
o[ man, and of the mnd of God as revested m the Bible, who as
. serts that all external helps against temptation and sin are unne.
cesmary and unlawtul.  The pledgo of the teototaler is as it were
a frnge in the border of hus gurment, a * riband of blug,” to re.
mind hin not to seck ufter his own heart and his own eyes.—
Num. xv. 38, 395 Pruv. xxtii. 31, And 18 this teuching confined
tothe Old ‘Festament 2 By no means. Even in the sermon on
the Mount we find our blessed Lord, who 8s our author himself:
tightlyobserves, cinphaticaliy taught, Wis disciples *that n their uni.
ou with Himsell would lie thoir puwer to live according to his law." !
—p. 135; declares that we ought to muke *“a great effort” to
avuid betng drawn into any s, however small, fur he urges upon
each and every of s disciples, for it was to thom he epake,—if
thy right eye offend thee, cause thce tu stumble in thy chnstian
course, draw thee wlo sin, pluck 1t out and cast it om thee, asa’
biateiul and aceursed thing.  Surely if the less be contained in!
the greater, Lins not merely authonizes, but salemnly enjains us to!
selup crery harrier in our powor uganet the body and sonl-de ¢
stroying sin of diuskenness ! And f the means we use sroacrp.
toral, 19 our sun 80 nean a thing 7 Can uny man despise any rt
tempt to free a fellow.creature from a habit wiuch opposes an in-
superable chstacle to the entrance of the everlasting guospel into
‘ihissoul? A drunkard js physically incapable of receiving the

word of God ; snd our objeet” is tu give him tho uss of those fa.
colties with which his Creator has endowed hun, and to prevent
others froum falling mto the sume fearful snare,  We do not say
thal & mere abstaining from the use of intuxicating drinka is a
i chnstinn gruce, or auy prouf of membership with Christ, for the
motive of a teetotaler may be ¢ altogether of the carth,” und then |
hisonly reward is **on carth;” but we do say that a dwciple of
Christ, who knowing his own fruilty, or from love and campas-
son towards his weaker brethren, denies himself by abstaining
,from that which is perhaps plessant to his taste, aod i the
teeognized and indisprneable xymbol of hospitality in the cir.
icle n which hu moves, dves,” by Ius self.denial, cxhibit an
;enell.om. and let mo say not **a very ordinary frunt® of mem.
. bership with Him who hath loved us, and given himself for us.

In cm_yclus:on. I et cxprers my regret, my deep regret, that
tay one in the pusiion which the author of the sermons referred
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ty above sv wortluly occupies, should attempt to discredit, and
that most unjustly, an effort which han been signally successtul
in diminishing the consamption of ulecoholic lquoss, through tho
uso of which so0 swany both ligh and low, nich and poor, m the
ministry and throughout our churchos, in colleges and among the
vouth of our schovls, as weil as among the bands of our working
men, haye miserably fallen, Through the provalenco of lust, of.
fences must come ; but to that man by whom the offences cometh,
Ho whose nameo is Love hath denounced & wao.
Yours faithfully,
w.

Harrow.on-the. 1 4},
July 20th, 1851,

Professor Shephard’s Sermen.

Soon after the Maine law went into operation, Professor
Shephard of the Theologieal Semunary in Bangor, prexchod a
scrmon on the duty of submssion te ., Wo have seen scvers
notices of 1t, and should have given un sxtruct frum :t n our last,
had we had room, 1t 14 most encouraging 10 e¢ our strong men
in the pulpit, como out decidedly for ‘he support of law that puts
down vice. ‘The following notice of tho discourss was given in
the Bangor Mercury.  We aro proud in eanching our columns
with it.

On Sunday aft
cangregation ut the
suhject of temperunce.

¢rnoon, Rev. D. Shephard dolivered beforo tus
¢ty Hall a masterly discourse upon the

it was characterized by that goundness,
sulidity and power, which mark ull his efturts, and carried con.
viction to tho minds of his pumerous sudstory.  fn a succnet
manner, he pave the atatstics of thp imghty sea of crnime and
musery produced by the monster ovil mtemperance, and passed o
some cengrderations of the relation of the cause of temperance to
roligion, There could be no true religion in conneclion with the
intoxicating cup. It completely dvfeuts the wotk of gruce. * No
drunkard can enter the kingdom of hesven > L'emperance wnot
religion, though a Chrisuan virtue. Femperance 1 u house
which one usually passca en the way to rebgion.

‘The proacher then adveited to luw as @ proper insirument for
the suppression of this wice. I hfxw is ever proper for the suppres.
vinn of erime; if it has penaltics Jor any pirucular offences, und
can he used specially for the provention of any offences, most
certainly its army 18 neoded, umﬂ can properly bo applicd here,
upon o matter which 1s of riself tho iinal cause of three-fourths of
all the crime und miscry ia the land.  He beheved 1t constitu.
tional, right and expedient.  Law is for the protection of society,
whch hng a right to demand it Moral suasion would do as
long us there was a moral sail to work in, I'hat soil has been
exhausted, and the law may now be used s a sub.sol plough, to
break up still farther the ground m winch the owil has buned
itself, He would ba charitsble, but he must behievs it, that those
who advocate, at this day, no other egency but moral suasion, do
not wish to sce the evil of intemperance extirpated, and the com.
ing in of universa) temperanco, and allits unnumbered blessings.
We might as well talk of moral suasion for tho assassin, who
thrusts his dagger into the heart of his victim, or in the still night
hour, when slumber has closed the eycs of the unsuspecting
sleepors, appl s the mcendiary torch, I law 18 rot a proper
remedy for this owil, which prompts to quxrder. arson, and all the
grenz and lesser cnimes which almost dnily blucken the columns
of the journals, then may wo tear dowa our prisons, und abolish
tho Judiciary. )

Thao preacher said he could on thia vccasion speak  with more
hope and confideuce than cver before, in view of thelaw, recently
gune into opetation, and having in it the elements of powcr and
officiency,  He hoped it would stand, and bo auffercd to huave a
fair trial. it can rid us of the whole, or a part of the uppalling
evils which alcohol s flovding npon us, for heaven’s sake let it
not be repealed. It hus nothing ta fzar but from the cupsdity of
the human heart, which can comn money from the hearl’s blood
of gocioty.  There is a doctnine abroad, almost sord.d and base,
that trado is inviolubic ; that any thing elso may bo done except
intorfering with trade; snd thuse wav donl out the damrinug
poison, entrench themsclves beliind this catch phrase—and con.
scienco must go, ai.d charscler mus. go, and domestic peace, and
the dearest privilogos and comfotts of heme must go—and the
misorable vietims of appetito muet go, body and soul, te unutter-
ablo perditiun~ that trade may not bo miorfered with . Let not
men fortify nmeet! with such suplusm 88 this, inthus Gud defymg
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