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the etriple phrish piest; the worhip of pictures and images is carried o n great
extent, but men are not allowed to henour the statues of the. saints ; there e
prayeis for the dead, withont any formal recognition of the deetrine of « puvuas’
6ty 3 confe-sion of sins to the micest evists us 2 praciice, Lut without any publie
ediifessi nal 5 there is faith in the traditional ambhority of the Chureh, but there,
jsno attempt to X upon any one contre of such authority, and no vefussl of
ealvation 10 thoge who vemain outside of it )
At present uo infidelity exis's among the masees in the East, because of the
intellectund apathy that prevails. The worship of the Vagin Mary reigns supreme’
inaddemts; the tivst praver the little Greek ehild is tauzht to lisp runs, * AH
my liope rests o thed; Mother of Gad; save we 3™ The adult prays, © Amid all,
thetcorrons « F1ife, to whom but Thee sheuld T flee for & fuge. mostholy Vigind”,
* 2 % o Grant that we may love Thee with all onr heart and all onr soi:l and
all our etrength, and never swerve from Thy conmandments 1" Finally, the”
aged Jdie with the nmne’of Mary upon their hps, and the privst that aceompanies”
the 1emains to the tomb prochiims that the vesancetion is to be the work of Miwy,
Thee Avmenian litwrgy is mmked, susong all the rest, by ihis deplerable feature,
that in ic the Saviour is not even assoetated with other medintors; His intercess
gion is never evoked af ail, n
Greek priests seldome preach exeept in p'aces where they are compelled 10 do it”
by Protestant or Roman Catho'ie competition, wed even in liberated Greeee thire |
is an almost total absence of any religiots Wier tme worthy of the name. The'
piecious manusgeripts of the vich enments of Mot Athes mie oiily used to kéep
tlie feet of the nouks from the cold nued dampness of the fligs during their lang
and #leepiy services.  The yet more niavked inferionty-ol the other communions |
of the Eust i< confessedly the ab:énie of all literture whatever, and above all, by~
the stat « of ignmance wnd degradation into which soman has fallen, .
The Giecks still bela ging 1o the Twkish ctupive are. in weneral, more acepdsi-
ble:  Among these who are soastered thiongh. ut Anatola and Roumidia their is!
amare and more widely-<preadmg-convieion that the Bible is the gréat mitherity
inreligions marters, and that the Pratestants have 1the trath on their side 3 but™
they mennwilling o change their veligivm, lest they shovld interfue with the
prospects of “thuir race.
Impatiende of thi: adions tyranny of the privsts awakens a gpirit of inquiry in’,
a girent many minds.  The Turks, under 8l ¢ double fufluence of indolonee and of
o tecling of dizditin towares their Chri-tinn subjects, havenever governed the
Iatter immediately.  They leave every community 1o the mbitary cortiol of itg |
own ccclesiustical rulars, and deal witho st thveuzhishem This system s allowed |
the 7ajulis to maintain their vospeatis e s ationatit es. 2l it nakes the recovery of
their hberty possible 3 bat it has put in the hands ol the priesis a power which
they abuse beyend measure.  Thus, in the year 1828, ten theusaul Catholie
Avmenians were at once deprived of their property sl condemmed 1 perpetnal
banishment, becanse the Porte made itself the instrument of the Armonian
Patriarel’s hatred. Very veeontly two Balaarian bishops were bished in conge-
quence of an unjust semtence pronounced by the Patvarel sud the Greek Sypod
of Conztantinople. .
01 the various sections of the Greek Church it is the Bulgarians whase present
state is the most hopeful anl fnteresting. This peaple—ance the teror of the
Jatter empire, converted in the mnth eentiry, o boae of cantention 10 rival
popes and patviarchs. subject to the Twks since 1396 —is now dispersed in Bu!-
garia proper, Servia, Thrace, and Macalonia, to the namber of 3200000 zunls, of
whom a stroeg winority have b conme Me hamnie The Lulgavian pen antis
mikl, grave, laborioes, aud his naighbours will bave it that he fs as slow as s own
buffalos.  He has been vepoachat with serviling, beeause he relused to ke up
arms on the arrival of the Ru sian avmy, in 1823, wlich ony sygmfies that he
distrusts the Russians, that be 18 weary of bebig a0 ey to e mpacity of the
Grecks, and that Tie is nut disposed o revoll for the advantage of others; but




