PHONETIC PIONEER.
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Provious to tho year 1837 fio successful raphy have been hold over and ovor again |of only moderate protonsions to chawcloon
attempt héxd been made to construot a Iphilo- it}\ . hlg)nnohﬁst;x:, hﬁlm}lé)s‘ht;am, hBrgtlg:: attributes, Lot that Jetter be C.
gophic and bricf system of writing, It was|Brighton, Nottingham inburg ‘ .
in this year that Mr, Isano Pitmang, of Bath, ;gow, etc.,’ and in all the large towns of Groat [C bes the sound of .1, g in tho word mllll
issucd tho first edition of his Phonography, Britain; and in most of them permancat! » " 3 h ” (‘:" .
whioh, as its name implies, is a process of Phenctio Socictics arc.catablished for its fur-| » » Z " oriﬁcc‘i}n;

" 2

writing by, or socording to, sound, Thoau-
thor of Phonography, instcad of taking iue

Roman Alphuabet as tho basis of his gystem, |

construoted a new alphabet, consisting of
signs that ropresent the clementary sounds
and articulations of the langwage, which he
arranged in accordance with aszzir natural
sequences. To these sounds, sizns of the
bricfest description [right-lines, curves and
dots,] wero adapted.  Thus was constructed
a truly philosophic and brief representativn
of language, whercin every sound has its
own appropaiate sign, no sign being allowed
to represent moro than one sound ; by which
means every word could bo perfectly expres-
god, and afterwards read with case and cer-
tainty. It was the object of Mr. Pitman to

* construct a system of writing so truc, casy,

aud expeditious, that while it should answer
every requirement of thoman of letters and
of business, it should be much bricfer than
any system of shorthand ever invented. The
fact that many thowsands liave abandoned
their respective stenographics, to acquire a
knowledge of Phonography, may be taken
as some proof that he has succceded in his
laudablo attempt, . .

So favorable has this new mode of repre-
gonting thought heen reccived throughout
this kingdom and America, that edition after
edition has been called for, until the TENTH
has now been issued. OF oneof the instrus-
tion books, upwards of 250,000 copies havo
been sold, which is at therato of 1,000 per
month for a period 20 years; and any one
_Fho has to do with printing and publishing
may gather from such a fact a pretty accu-
rate idea of the extent of the interest which
has been aroused by this system. A more
advauced work has been sold to the number
of abant 160,000; and another more ad-
vanced still, in which the art is exhibited in
its final slage of development as adapted to
verbatim reporting, and which of course ap-
peals to a comparatively limited olass of
students, has reached its twentioth thousand.
Various phonographic periodicals hava also
been es‘ablisbed, some of which enjoy
a citenlation of from ono to two thonsand
per month.  Such isthe extensive scale on
which tlic publishing featurcs of this extra-
ordinary artis conducted, and such the avid-
ity with which it is weloomed. )

A socicty, entitled the Phonetic Society,
instituted for corrcoting the exercises of
learners [through the post] gratuitously, and
to assist in other ways in spreading a know-
ledge of the art, nuw nuwbers more than a

thousand members, many of whom are ladics. I

Public meetings in connection with Phonog-

ther dissemination,

Such is u brief aocount of this new and
truly uscful art. Its cxtraordinary spread
is perhaps anparalleled in the history of auy
provious art or scicnoe, and it is only to be
aocounted for from tho fact of its great use,
ita oxtreme beauty, and its simplicity. Baing
practically aoyuainted. with Thonography, it
1t is with entire confidestoo that we recom-
mond it to the attention of all—as we feel
assured that no one will become acquainted
with it without finding that its varied u
will yield him
surcs.—Laisley

Education and the Alphabet,

% From the Paisley Herald.

In n former letter T pointed out some of
the advantages which would result from the
usa of the Phonetic Alphaket, ctc., (here a
diagram of the alphabet is introduced.) It
winlrbe scon from the above that thero is a
niore systematic arrangement in the Jetters
of the Phonetio than of the present Alpha-
bet, This hes its advantages in makin
us awaro at & glance of the closcly allic
nature of many of the sounds of our lan-
guage—a picce of information *-hich the
heterogencous arrangement of the Roman
Alphabet does not furnish—indeed, rather
throws obstacles in the way of ur acquir-
ing, The uniform use of the letters of the
Phonetic Alphabet, whether vowel or con-
sonant, and tho invarisble representation of|
one sound by the samo character, makesthe
writing of any word wo hear, and the read-
ing of any ‘word we see, a matter of case
and certainty, and affords a strong contrast
to the manner in which the Roman charne-
ters are misused in oar present orthography.

From the force of habit, we become so ae-
customed to the erratic spelling now in use,
that wo are not aware of the vagaries of tho
philologist, and scarcely eredit the absurd

i;cat and unexpeoted pléa-
erald. .

and rule-defying powers that arc assianed to,
or arc usurped by, the signs with which wo
seek to depict our speech. It would be im-
possible in anything less thana lengthy trea-
tise to lay before you an account of the un-
ccrlain nature of our orthography; but I
will endeavor to point out a few of its curi-
ositicy in this lotter, snd perhaps some of
sour readoers will be induoed to make further

ture, however, upon the ardnous task of e,

before you  the changes it undergocs or the

k1) 4
And it is {6] [mute] ,, indict
C, howoror, is not content with such freaks

and dutics,.but in ovil company sgoks still
further to porplox and astonish, It reproe
sonts its first sound of K, by doubling itself
in tho word account, and in combination
with & in chasm, acke, and with % in back;
it represents its sccond sonnd of S, in com-
bination, with ¢1n the word nice, its third
5 isound of Sh in combination with A in the
word chaise; and its fourth of Z in combi-
natipn with ¢ in the word sacrifice.

But the combination ce ropresents not only

% as abovo, but &s ih the word accent; and
ck represents not only & and sk as abovo,
but the sound of ckin cAain, 7 in Greenwich,

Grinidge] and kw in choir, while it ismuta

in the word dracim.

If we are startled by the pretensions of €,

our astonishment becomes not less when wo
seo the host of lotters and combinations that
start up and lay olaim, not only to powers of
the same nature, but to represent the identi-
cal soungds that we have scen it has been
sought to dopict By the character C.

Thus—

C represents tho svund of

X, — but so do oh, che, ok, gh, k, ke,
Ik, q, qu, que,and x.

8- ¢e, ps, 8, 8¢, sch, so, ss
and z.

Shp— ,, ch, 8, a¢, sh, and ¢.

Z: = 0w ¢e, 8,80, 83, X, 3, z0,

and zz.
To preserve a character for truthfulness,

shall here append the words in which the
above letters and combinatious represent the
sounds I have laid at the door.
aro as follows :—

As K —chasw, nche, back, hough, Lill, bake,

heso words

walk, guack, quay, antique, excep-
tion.

w» 8, —ace, psalm, sco, scene, schista, case,
hiss, mezzotint.

“ Sh,—chaise, sure, conscious, shthine, mo-
tion,

“ Z, —sacrifice, s, case, seissors, .Xeno-
phon, zeal, freeze, whizzing.

The examples I have furnished are, I

thiok, enough tosatisfy any person that there
investigation for themsclves, I will not ven-'isan “ennodlece vareighety”” (rndless variety)
in our English orthngraphy; but if any of
hibiting the Protcan natare of even ono of your readers desire a further suptply, I can
the vowels, and arraying in white and black jassuro them thet the mineis far

exhavsted, and will amply repsy the labor ¢

om bein

claims it puts forth, bat will sclect a letter!s scarch,



