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THE CURISTMAS TREE.

Ty, Christmas treo ! tho Christmas treo!
*Tis a gay, & noble sigit;

With st loasy rolw of unfading groen,
And mantio ot starry light.

Its lofty head is hid in light, .
Anlite gmecful nrms spread wido; .
And they otler gatlp, * without mouey or pris,
‘To tl5 gueats on cvery aide.

‘Tho old, the yonng, the fair, the plain,
Tho simple, tho wise of hieart,

The s, the poor, tho weak, sho strong ;
E’enr the struoger has his part.

And cach has the gift that befits him bet,
Though some have many and rare,

And tho babo is as plovsed with 1.2 painted tog,
As the bride with Ikt costly share.

For lovo has choscn every gift,
And love 1s prosent gow ;

And cevery heart aml hand and eye,
‘Lo his guntle swax must bow.

No angry word or Jook is here,
And every brow is brizht,

As i1 each unkind thought had flod
Beforo '.wu's glanee of light,

Ah § should not this fair ltmcl?‘ xigbt,
Dircet our beurrs ahove, &7 -7

Whero the Tree of Tafe for cver atands,
And scatters gitts of love ?

That Treo which in Gad’s Paradise
Beside Lifv's crystal river,

In bleom unchangmz Ixars o store
Of priceless fruit forever.

And naticns by its Jeaves are healed
From the duep wounds of sin,

While cvery hund that plucha its fruit
Rich gifts of Jove shall wite

Aud thus whien Chnstmasade 15 coino
It Gimes of guyest mirtl,

Wenaise a symbol £72il f Lim,
Who sir us came on curtl.

Of Mim, tho True, Eternal Tree;
AVhoso fruit sapports our life,
That shiclds from storms, and heals our hearz«
teceivied in Satan’s strife.

cligious (Riscellanp.
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(From the London Guardian.)

The forciblo and persuasive cloquence of tho
Lishup of Oxford was empleyed on Luesduy in last
week in deliveriog an inaugurating lecture fur the
ccarun to the members of the Literary, St ific,
and Mechuvies’ Institution at Reading.  The sul-
jeet was * National Life , in what it consists, what
aro 1ts producte, waat the responsibilitivs and .l.dics
whicliit entuils.””  The right rev. prelate dii not
shrink trom the full breadth of his subjecr, whi U he
cxpanded with cloquent illustration.  Defivi 3 a
patien as a gathering of individual men irte eno
coinmunity umler a fixed furm of governwent, @
that the Ludy might Lo treated as posse~sing 2 cum-
mon life, a cvmwen moral aim, and sv unitel thas

Lodies ; and thue, generally speaking, and allowing

for individual divergonoy -from tho caamon type,

theru was, in couscyuence of that comnunity of blood '
in the Jowish people, a tndency 10 repreduco the
firmnesy of character, that veacration, aud those
other-murked traits which undor God’s grace hal |
grown in Abrohumi juto the typical character of fuith, .

juet as thero waa to reproduco thuso peculise features

of thu faco whivh coulu bo traced in this day in wur

strets among the children «f Abrabiam,  Aud then, |
stext, this tendency to unity fvom imilaricy of bedil;
mental, and spiritual conformation vas strengibeand |
by tho posscssion f tho commun inheritance of the .
remarkablo events amid which tho first smembers of |
their family were cradled.  Theee, and the songs .
and traditional usages in which thoy wera recorded, !
wero Jiving contres of new influcnces, moulding into
a comwnop shapo the plastic minds of tho bulk of sue-
ceeding gonerations—bauds holding in cnduvivg ‘
unity tho strong bearts of vigorous manhood. Irom

this common unity of origin was spruug another ,
inighty bond of cnduring cnencsy, for it invelved of |
courso unity of tongue—tho welding tozether of

hearts by tho lisping of infaney, by the whispering

of love, by tho stirring of ballads, by the hurmwny,
of hymn, by the unity of undivided worhip, and
tho mighty entrancement of a common devotion.”
. . Tho cor litions provided for the
growth of God’s anciont people, from mere tribes
into tho nation, of the Jows were thus, that they
shuuld spring from a comaon stock, inlerit common
traditions, speak o common tungue, possess by fixed
oceupancy a common Jand ; further thatAhey should
bo Lold together by one set of laws, and wedded
into ccclosiastical vujon by a common fuith, and,
lastly, tkat they should exist asa nation for tho high-
cst moral aim which it was possible to set before any
of the fallen children of men, that they might bLe to |
Jehovah a peoplo of possession, Le His peculiar peo-

ple, maintaio among them Mis truth, ghd witaess *
His umty and bolintss. These Wers e great con-
ditions, necdfa’ for creating and upholding waiivnal
life. Where all of these conditivns were fouud,
even in any weasure, their national life woeuld be
well and vigorously developed.  1Where any number
of these conditions were wanting, or w. re impufect-
ly developed, there, just in proportion to that liek,
was tho unity of nativnal ‘life rendered impossible
or threatoned with dissolution.”  This position the
Bizhop illustrated in the decay of the Jluman Lm-
pire and the national Iit of Lugland.” ** Ansther,
and, to Englisnmen, a2 far more interesting instanee
of the process may be found in the carly history of
thut national life which, thank God ! still throbled |
with such unabated vigour in cur own native Jand.
Go back aleng the stream of time for some cight
centuricd, and remember how divided then was that |
Loglish life which was now sotruly wne that wotiiiag |
but u curious taney could even truce the separate ex-

istence of thy two intervening skeins out of which tho !
secmingly hunugenous thread bas been woven. Yet |
our common daily language bore indelible wmnrks of |
the utterly difierent state in which our ancestors |
wice lved. Fo make butasingle instunce of this,
why nas it that we bal in Engiand a differsnt st
of names for the raue animals whea we cvnsated
thair J wats apon our tavies and fed and cored for
them in our bomesteads or our stalls ¥ Why JAid |
wx's flesh become buef, the sheep’s leg a log of mut-
tun, tie cult’s fleeh veal, tie chicken's wing the
pinion of a pullot?  This was nothing but a recerd
of that cra of cur seeial state in wiich these domesa
animals, 5014 g as they needed tle care and tei} aid |
bour of i 10 Lring taew, to or Leep op their por- |
fiction, were the eharge of the working Saxen, and .
were thesefure in his dialeet the ox, the calf, tle .
shiey, or the (bicken; but us svon as they were |

. - . .

N A .o ] . . 1
1A nught Lo spokcn of in 8 certain Wayg as consti.uling transtiraned l) the Latcher’s hand foom s ochcL o,

a porsonality, be iliostm od its growth Ly descaibing
firas that of the Jewish nation :(—

tv a muans of luxury and enjugment tuey passd ot |
of the Saxen range mto the domiaion (in a doubls

There was, first, among them commur iy of | sunse) «f the tungue of Lis Nortnan raasters, and
Moed , they were sprung from one fumily.  B.iacen | were no lenger the vx to be fed, Lut the dauf'to be |

thoso who wero thus relateld there existed, u wikie
standing individual differences, in comparis .. with

caten , no Juiger tho calf to be fatted, Lut tae veau
to be Jlasted vu, 1o Junger the sheep to bo f1ded,

to the hack-bono ; usa those which spoko of Juxury
and enjeyment, and you would lave to leavo the
hemely tongue of our Teutonio ancestors for the
Norman of the newur raco ; whilo tho common esti-
mation which the corly namus of honest hard-working
cotntryimen burn among oareclves was ne slight indi
cation of tho degreo in which the hanghty Norman
Tovhed down upon tio Saxen © chuii,” or * buor,’ or
* knave,” who tilled tho soi! or did his bidding. This
recet b of our language recallud the relation of the
two distinet races who at this time dwelt side by sido
t getie.t, welded inwo no national lifv, in this vur
lacd of Englng.  And what bere, also, was the
grest ngeat for bring..g into ono these dissevered
races Y—fur » fiening ther mutual asperities, bied
of naughtine. s on the uno zide and sullonncss wn
the other T—ur tewspering the we iilliant .em-
perament of the Norman steel by the dne admuxtars
of tho tougher Saxon metal, ava bringin,, out of the
compound that Anglo-Saxor race which shorld be
uble, on the ficlls of Doistiers, Agincourt, aud
Cienry, to stand the shoa of urc 2's tinest chivalry
as the granite rock breasts the fury of the surge it
seatters into spray, <= un the plain of Waterloo, with
bulldog resviution to bear and break tho charges of
the invincible Imperial Gaar "s—which should niulie
tho empire uf the Sea the bereditary right of their
land—which «hould subrlee nature by their persove-
ring shill—wuich should prii 5, and guard and hand
un threuzk 300 years their Linbright of freo astivu,
free speech and free theught ¥ (Cheers )

What, ho rep.ated, was tho agent which by
heuling such a gaping wound, or by knitting iuto
unity and lifo such justly attempered, though as
yet repulsivo, particles, brought about so glurious
aresult 7 Whet, azain, but comwmnunity of faith
and comumuity of worship? Who, save Gud's
winister, w ling tho terrurs of the unseen world,
cuuld hiuve stoud befure tho haughty Normau soldier,
in his pride and viclenco and won from his vorea-
subiag pwer justice wnd the rights due to his Saxon
Urotuct ¥ When die last Saxon sword was sheath
ed, when the banners of Ilereward floated no longer
even among the fens and morasses in which ho bl
found his List retreat, uot only did Waulstan and To-
gulpb, preiates of Loglish blved, but Lanfranc and
Auvrelm and many mors interpase their ereziers be-
tween the oppressive Norman and kis Saxen vielim.
Here, two, fulluwed the other conditions on the
presence of which. as they had scen, depended the
duc development of national life ; for intermarria-
ges produced & common race, while, even in defi-
auce of Willizw's determined intreduction of the
Yrench into the language ahke of thy palacs ard
tho courts of jusiice, the vigorous Saxon blood,
instead of being displaced by the Norman, firmly
el its vwn, retained its power over the inflections
of tie comm o language, and put forth, liko the
o2k of its nutive soil, its limbs and boughs after
its own type, cariched, indeed, nod adorped, but
sabstuntialy unaltered 1y the graceful festoons of
the lighter Norman, which, with varied flower, and
leaf, and berry everywhere encircled and enriched
its luasscwane, unyidding stem. (Apulause ) The
lang, tow, wiich preserved the feudal 1ights of the

, #euarcl anl Lis nobles were attempered to a com-

myn cale by the fice puinciples of Saxon represen-
tetive muvernment ; the stern old Wittenazemot
giening wiht Sanon stength and long endurance
by & 20cs into tie wit-powerfal Lvuse of Commons.

, -Yuu then taeinheritance of tho freo suil of England

from the catiiest times bred in our race that indomi-
tabie 1¢seiaien rather to dio upou a thousaud well-
fought Gulds than (o bear a foreign yoke, or truckle
o a fnaign Power, whics was one of God’s best
gits to a fieo and toble people. Here, then, we
mgut s tais one  condition of a common faith, re-
preducing a.ound it ail tho other conditions needful
fur a patien’s Ife, and becoming the sufficient in-
stramen. for its produetion and support.”

Nest the Bihiop shosed bow 1a the case of Itely
tha puiicy of Jhe Papsoy had kept her from renew.
ing tho oativial urgauisstion she pussersed under
Imperial Reme.  ** JSor was this evil influence con-

others, a tendency to community of fecling, 8 ught, | but the nwoulen 15 Le devoured ; no lunger the click- | finud ¢ Tialy, aithough it was concentred there.—

and action , that was to say, there was in men 4 coa-
city for likencss in the mind aud i all the in i and
mere spiritus] life, which each ono of them wusliad
ing, just as thero was in tho Constituiion of their

en to Lo tended, but the poulet to be fricesced. Nor
was ks evidence 1o Le fuund wnly in the Loguage
of the Litchen.  All tbe words cunmonly used when
deseribing the toils of the working men were Saxon 1

Aiming i3 sbe did st a universal supremsoy, sod
eve, ywiere sceularisiog the supremacy :he sought
to uxtlp, she was everyalcete the anigunist of truly
national Lify. Suc waged wac with the independepuy




