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GOD HELY TIIE POUR.

Darkry the wintenday
Dawus ou tho moor,

How cau tho lieart bo gay—
Who can coduro?

Sco tho sad, weary wizht,

Wanders front noon t vight,

Shelterless t homddess quito?
God belp the poor!

Now the red robin, bere,
Sits on thesill,
Not ¢’en a graln of bero
Touchies its bill ;
8o with thoe horscless poor,
Wand'ring from duor to door,
8ecking o morsel more—
Lord, "tis thy will.

White is th5s virgin sno'w,
Bitor the mom ;

Soc_thoso starved children gn,
Wretchied, forlom !

Feet without shoes or hose,

gackx mthou;mrm clothes,

Stranpers to calm reposo
W‘fy wero they born ?

Seo that lone, ‘Aged ‘man,
Scow-whitd ﬁ}hﬁr;
Mark his sad vispge wan,
Deep his despair ;
Craving tho rith man's food,
Owner of many a rood,
lond, thoa ant always good,
Hear his heatt prayer.

X

Yonder & woman gocs,
Ragged and old,

Barcfooted, o'cr the snuw,
Famished and rold .

How Ler poor children cling

To her sido shivoriny,

Chickens bLeneath her wing
Doth sho cnfold §

Fast fulls the sloct and rain,
lowly they go,

By for <t-sude, shestered plun,
Ywung theie s,

City street now they sco,

Hero they roam wild and free,

Aro they not flesh as wo—

‘st thou say ~no

Night spreads her sablo wing,
Whero can they lic?

Sorrow like theirs must bring
Tears to the oy ;

Fall tho cloud-torrent fulle,

Down they must lie in halls,

Ezch to his Maker ealls,
“Lont? let me dio!”

Yo shom tho Leascos bless,
Ivo from your storc;
"Twill no'er make your treasuros less,
Must makd them more.
For ho thar gives cheerfally,
God loves so tendedy,
Give 10 them t—proy with me,
God Lalp tho-poor!
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tinued, ** All tho carth doth worship thoo,” &o.
Austin again, ** To theo all angels,” &x., thus ro.
poung antiphonslly cach canticy o tho ond of the
ayma. If tho To Doum was ngt so comploto and
Iogical in the arrangoment of its parts, wo might not
considor this acoount of {ts origio_wholly improba.
blo, sinco it is but an amplified Gloria Patri and
Apostlos’ Croed, both of which were then in com-
mon uso, and which might casily havo beon clothed
in this noble form undér tho iaspiring influcnces
nataral to such an occasjon. For this reason, and
beeause tho ouly authority for it is tho chronicle of
Datiug, 8 successor of Ambroso in the bishoprio of
Milan;, which not only Manardus has shown, contra-
diets tho writings of Austin and Passidinius, but has
been proved by Mabillon to bs i spurious publica.
tion, written five hundred years after tho death of
its supposed outhor, learned mon generally bave
considerod this account of its origin ta be a fistion
of lat.. ages.

Some writers Lave aseribed this hymn to Ambrose
alono, as he is known to bave composed hymns for
the Church ; others-to Hilnri of Arles, who issup.
posed to have written the Atbancsian Craed ; others
to Hilary of Poictiers; whilo b{ fur the most nu-
werous und learned of liturgical writors aseribs it
to Nicetius, Bishop of Triers.

It is oxceedingly dificult, if nut impossible, to
de:crmino to whom the hanor of its composition Le-
longs, yet it undoubtedly lits between Ambroso and
Nicetius. ~ Comber assorts ** that it is placed aniong
tho undoabted works of holy. Ambrose, who in times
of goneral calamty first brought the uso of hymns
into the Latin churches, and made saveral forms of
praio himaclf—among the rest this grand and pow-
erful byon.”  And g0 it was considered by the
Fourth Qouncil of Toledo, yhich recommended tho
hgmns of Arbrese.and HYRg to b suag in ol the
chutches, tho latter of whom was not thien claimed to
be tho author of tho To Dovm. Ye! Caseander ha:
not included it among the Ambrosian eellestion o
hgmns. and the learned Benedictines, who published
his works, deny his suthorsbip of it. Indeed, an
cxamination of the To Deun with theso hymns mast
awaken a doubt as to their coming from tho same
sourco. Tho Janguago of the ono is simple snd ma-
Jestic, without rybthmical flow or metre. The Am-
brosian hymns, on the contrary, arc not majestic, bat
beautiful, the geaeral measuro is tho Iambio tetrame-
tre, every fourth lico closiog with a poriod. As
 Shepherd justly remarks, ** they possess something
of Ovid’s nentness and fancy a3 well as quaintness
and conceit.”  Perplexed by such contradictory tes-
timony, wo turn to investigato the claims of Nicetius,
who flourished about A.D. 540, nearly one hundred
yearsafter tho death of Ambrose.

The best evidenco of its boing the prodaction of
this Gallican Bishop is that of Archbishop Usher,
who found it attributed to him in an old manuscript
collection of hymas, and a Latio and French Psal.
ter.  On testimony thus afforded, and for reasons
f;eviously stated which wenken tho chim of Ambrose

ishop Stiliingflect and Dr. Cavo also havo aseribed
it to Nicetins,  Yet history fornishesa fact which
awskens doubt as to the reliability of this testimony.
1t is well known that in primitive times, when a
Bishopof bigh distinction transoribed 2ad brought
iuto use in his own Church another’s compasition, it
alterward bore tho name of that Bishop. Baluzius
relates several such instances, and it is not im

which lived at the samo time or 802n aftor the death
of Nicatius; and Menardus ovnfidently affirms,
* there is no mennon of this byma in any writer be-

Tue autbiorship of this-sublime v.tmpusition bas
been & subject of much dispute. Iadeed it is quito
uncertatn whetber wo-owe its original to thy 5. )
et 1. Eastern. Church. Comumon -opinion ascribes
At to-Ambross and Acstin jointly, who, dinacly in-
fgu'cd while at the. baptismal font, aung it before all i

4. peo 10: ':l‘ho legend ds, 4 whue Ambruse |
bapuze 1 his distinguibed wovery Avsin, g wer i
filled with the Huly Ghost, and ws ey anuso frum |
the water, Ambrso 5fung oxclaimed, W praiso
thee, O 024, to which Auctia rospuaded,
ackouwledge thee fo be the Tord,™ A

ne '
Awmbruse en-

.

y s, is no proof that it was kyusn
t other nage.

fore.”

To this w13 replied, that even Benediet himseif
aseribed as w s rulo to Ambrogo ; and had ho not
wovuso 3 was first mentioned. sn the time of Nicoe
h beforo by somo
This is probable from the face that
Ambroso-himseil says i ono of bis sermons, - bo
was accused by tho Arians for deceiving the peoplo
by thoso byrons sn verso which ho hal made, and

wught them to his flock, 89 that they couid now | —singering ab the tiilet -
j every dag prwso the Trimty with their mouths, 2ad i bt sgrely caonot. warrac!,

wth ecrseq glorify.too Faiber, don, and-Holy Gnost.

: Tho whole Sabbath i

; connected with the

wrilton long oforo, and conslsting of but ons verse

ouco wo may a’ugpoéo it wig ‘lue Lo Doum,.and
tbAt Ambrost first bronght it Into the Church, A. D
380. Whether out conclusions ba ’iust or tot, dure-
ly no onie will deny that it i3 gno of tho noblest pro-
d);mtions of -uninspired man, containing, ad had been
aaid, tho sublimost p&sugo& of the Propliet Tiainh,
the grandest truthh of thoe Gespol history, and the
most pathotio supplications thst aro to bs found in
tho Book of Pealms.

Tho importanco this hymn has baen to the Charch
canpot bo too tby’es\imatod. O? ite privato in-
flucnce upoa tho individual ohptacter we way not at
tempt to investigate, No pen but the Recording
Angol's can number horr many desponding hearts
have been rovived by its inspiriug notes of praisq ;
how many doubting minds hase been firmly esta
lished in tho truth’by its clear declarations of doc-
trino; how many guilty souls buve heeathed ite
carnest prayor for moroy, and found peaco and joy
in a Saviour’s lovo. But of ils influence “in
strengthening and uniting tho carly Christians, and
in presorving in thoir purity and simplicity, the déc-
trines of Jesus Chrigt, history furnishes nany inte-
resting instancos.  Qive.mo ** tho making of a poo-
ple's songs,” said a distinguizhed politieal philoso-
Phcr, “and I care not who makes their laws.”
£his was said with a deop knowledge of the human
heart. Tho man who controls tho tido of human af:
fection is more powerful than ho who subjects the
haman will, Honee thq eentiment ia as trus in o
religious as well as political senso  Taws aad eveeds
may command tho asssnt, and control the actions eof
men ; but tho songs and sacred hymus of a people
are ‘he offspring of their affections and the daily
companions of their thoaghts—N. ¥, Pro
Clurckman. ]
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If a thing bo worth doing at all, it is worth doing,
well. Thero must boan hour appointed for tho sor.
vice of the sabbath to commence. To havo such an
hour and pot regard it, is only a mockery. To havo
such an howr, and mean somothing elso is very child
ish To say *“ u quarter past ten, A. 36.,” and un-
derstand by it * half past”—to say ** baif past*’ and
really intend about ** twelve minutes before cleven,”
18 using wonds quite idly, and tampering with com
mon sense, and, what is wore isjurions, with com-
mon conscienco and honesty.  Say what jou mean,
and stick to it.  Fix the boar and meet it on the
ohime.

Tho tramp of late-coming feet mp the aisles and
aluag the gallorics, is o great annnyanco to every se
rions minded worshipper—snd has go teudency to
sanctify tho minister. So many heads are set on
pivals, turning liko well-oiled weather-cocks to eve.
1y gentlo blast from the openad door, oven cvery

_rustlo of sitk and muslin, that a preacher loses the
countenances of halfhis congregation when the ju-
terruption occurs—and isin danger of losiog his
own countenanco and something else beside,

It is a picee of indecorun to go Jata to Charch,
unless compelled by somo rigid necessity, which
every wellbred person, o take no highet ‘ground,
will blush to-practice. Wa are not saying if you
find you arc to bo late, you-had better conelude not
to come at all,  Mauy-peoplo reason in that way-for
themselves.  Our doctrine is that yon ought to go,
and to go punctually You would hardly think it

j Ulo that this is a similar caso. Mention is foado of ~cousteous, if you wore invited 10 & dinner parly at a
this bymn.in the rnlo of Benedict,.in the ralo of Ag-. specified bour, to stroll in some balf an hour behini
relivg, and in tho rulo of Ciessrius, the antkors of | time, keepivg the company waiting your tardy ar-

tivl, or potting back its course to begin afresh witl,
you.# It would bo abous as difficalt to cindieato the
courtesy and propricty of coming to the gospelfeast
out of time. o -
What should bindsr 3y ono from being putctaal
buath 33 divine]y set apart fur (his vesy
interest of religious cultare. ™ Thero is nut.an hour
ot it that 13 pot legitimately. clalmed fur. something,
) the goal’s epiritan] welfiro. TWhat
other appropriation of s conscerated timo i

 Justify itself™  Overglecping —delay it houshol?

3_.1‘1.03’_"35%23550&55351 {-!a;.c:sallxdﬁuum-ynwb\,
f-!u.-::o SOmoelimes uvasive,
aweut of punctualuy
for bis nodistracted service.

God has mado-the day

v Thiscould not xefer.to the Glona:Pam, 1t baing + He.bas given-it 40-ug for lbat"phrpvsc_ e c'\t.jui‘n,
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