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The Créss.

i

sb know thdt the Jewish people did not
make use of coflins fortheir dead. The
Redeemer himself was laid in the sepul-
chre without a coflin, and the widow’s
son of Naim sat up from his bier on be-
ing called upon by the £-»of God to
arise, showing that he was not enclosed
in a coffin. After being ecmbalmed, the
dead Lodies were laid in caves, hollow-
ed out from the rocks, which werc easi-
ly found suited- to the purpose in that
mountainous country. They were laid
in these caves, wrapped up in sheets,
but, as | have already said, without cof-
fins; Lazarus, and the voung man of
Nainy, were wrapped in sheets, and the
Redcemrer himself was also enclosed in
a similar manner, on being placed in
the tomb of Joscph of Arimatheay whieh

ed from the custom of the ancient Ro-
mans, and were in the habit of placing
the remains of their deceasee brethren
in those eatacombs, near where their re-
ligious sacrifices were offered up. Se-
pulchres were hotlowed out of the sides
of the catacombs, and these were after-
wards closed and cemented again, so
that there was a separate tomb for al-
most every individual. During the first
three centuries of the chureh, persecu-
tion eontinued rife, and this custom pre-
vailed, and
began to be built, the bodies even of
clergymen were not interred inthe in-
terior of these new temples. When,
however, peace was restored to the
Christian world, by the emperor Con-

stantine, and when churches were open-

had been dug in a garden near Mount, ly erected-and founded, a different cus-

Calvary. And when Joseph of Arima-
thea wished to embalm the body of our

tom began to be introduced. That
monarch expressed a wish to be buried

when Christian churches-

Liord, the Gospel says, that he bought|in the porch of a chureh.- The same
of m)rrh aund aloes abhout a hundred'coursc was 'u.opted on the death of
pounds weight ; and this circumstance | the emperor T'heodosius, and from that
is used aswan argument against those in- . p(n'xod bishops, abbots, and clergy,
fidels who denv that part of the Gospel ; began to be buried in churches unu
for such a quantity of perfumes placed.qbout the 9th and I1th cemur), the

over his body, wrapped in linen for so'custom ofbu~ ying in-or uear churches-

long a time, would have been of itselt l became genera, and the ancient prac-

sufficient to cause death, if he had been
even alive when placed in the tomb.
“To come down to the early ages of
E€hristianity, we find new forms of burial
introduced. During the tune of perse-

. cution, when the saered nrysteries of 1¢-

Hice fell altogether into disuse. In the
IGru,L chuxch, there was cstablished
| from the 4th century an inferior order
of clergymen, who were named, Kopi-
‘atm in Lann called Fossores, or Dig-
cgers ; and their  duty was, . to see that

ligion were obiiged to be celebrated in | every cercmonial reqmred in the Chris-
thie vast cavities under or near Rome, | tian service should be 1ighJdy };erform*
from which the clay and other materials | edover the dead, and that all such per-
for building the city were procured, and ; sons deceased Qhould be buried ina
where the ceremonies were carried on | proper and becoming manner, and un-
at night, and even during the day by | der them the bar barous custom of the
the lx«rh( of lamps—-—hence the custom of | ancicnt Romans, to lavish such immense
using candles during mass in our sumson the funeruls of the more. weal-
churches, at the present day—during !thy of their citizens, whiist they neg-
this period the carly € hristians dopnrt-]lcgted the poor, wes entitely abohsh-




