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A FEDERAL DEP.\RT.lMENT OF MINES.

R. H. MORTIMER LAMBl, ýecretarv of the
Canadian Mining Inistitute, ii his paper "On
the Advisability of the Establisiient of a

Federal Depa'rtment of Mines,"' presented at the last
annual meeting of that institution, gave an interest-
ing suimîary of the history of the Geological Survey
of Canada in its relation to the mininîg industry. The
efforts to bring about the establisliient of the Geolo-
gica! Survey, Nlr. Lanib showed, date back as far as
1832. but it was iot until ten years later that Mr.
V. E. Logan (afterwards Sir Wmîî. Logan) was

appointed geologist, giving his services gratuitously
for several iiontlhs. the actua! institution of the Survey
taking place about May 1, 1843. After nearly seven-
teei vears of zealous and invaluable work Sir Wi.
Logan resigned the directorship of the Surve. and
was succeeded in 1869. by Mr. (afterwards Dr.) A.
R. C. Selwyn. For iearly 26 vears Dr. Selwyn di-
rected the work of the Survey. resigning hi t be-
ginning of 1895. by which tinie iucli more attention
vas being given to iinîg ldevelopiients than during

the greater part of that gentleman's directorshlip. Dr.
George M. Dawson. already distinguislied for his
splendid and particu!arly useful work in British Col-
uibia and Yukon, succeeded Dr. Sehvvn. From the
tinie of Dr. Dawson's greatly deplored death ii
Marci. 19o0. unîtil a few mlnotiihs ago. the duties of
director devolved upon Dr. Robert Bell. .\fter nar-
rating the circuistances attendant upon the establisli-
nent in 1902 of the Mines Braicli of the Departient
of the Interior and showing what it was suggested
its functions should be. Mr. Lamb subnitted the fol-
lowing:

cONcLUSIONS.

This historical survey brings us down to the pre-
sent tinie. and to review the economîic work accoi-
plished by the Geological Survey in a few vords it
mîav bc said that practically al! the information which
we possess concerning the iineral resources of the
Dominion lias been collected by the officers of the
Survev, with the exception of tlat whiclh we owe to
the Provincial Miinîg Bureaus of British Columbia
and Ontario, and to the Mines Branch of the Depart-
ment of the Interior. all of whicli have been estab-
lislhed withlin the last few years. But while the Sur-
vey lias been of immense value ii the developient of
the comntrv, the establishment of a separate Mines
Brand in the Departmîîent of the Inîterior mîay be
leld to iidicate that in the opinion of the mining ien
of Canada the Survev lias not in recent years. on its
strictly economic side, kept pace witli the growing
requireients of the iuining indlstry, and that the
immense mass of information wliiclh it lias collected
lias not been reduced to a sufficiently accessible forni.

1Ii tlis coîncction. lowever, it iust be nîoted, that
with the exception of ex'periiental ictallurgy, every
ine of wo'rk which is set forth as within the purview

of the 'Mines branci. has been alrcady taken up or is
now being prosecuted by the Geological Survey of

Canada. li niaking this statement it îmust bc clearly
understood that there is no intention, iii what lias
been said. to minimise the value of the work acconi-
plished by the Mines Branch of the Departnient of
the Interior since its inauguration, but ierely to point
out that, vlile by mans of a large special grant
placed at its disposal the Mines lfrancli as been able
to produce a numîber of reports of mîarked econonic
value, the production of such reports does not demand
the existence of such a separate bureau. Given a
properly reconstructed Geological Survey, of whicli
the present Mines Brancli iight fdrn part, it could
eilploy the sane extra grant with at least equal econ-
omic efficiencv.

Suchi work of the highest quality, is being carried
out on an enornious scale by the Geological Survey of
the United States, which wvorking in the territory imie-
diatelv soutli of us, has to deal with conditions which
resemible verv closelv those obtaining iii Canada at
the present tinie. Moreover, the work dloie by that
Survey has so emliphatically coimmended itself to the
iining interests iii the nleighbouring republic that

the goveriinient have repeatediy extended the scope of
the survey and greatly increased the sumiî appropriat-
ed for its use.

As a niatter of fact, our mining community in Can-
ada, wlile adnitting that the Geological Survey of
Canada lias acconplislied an immense aniount of good
work iii tiies past, points to the immense increase in
the volume and value of the mineral -output of Cai-
ada as shown by the following figures:
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' It also points out the presenît position whicli the
product of the mine holds. as compared with the ag-
ricultural exports of the Dominion, as shown by the
fol!owing figures:


