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THE QUARTER'S NIEROANTILE
WREORS.

The heavy list of failures in the United
States and Canada for the firat quarter cf 1896
as noted in The Commercial last wcalr, docs
not show much encouragemeant asq to the
talked of ratura of good limes. la tha Unîted
Statés, as reported by flradstreet's, thora were
4512 mercantile faitures during the past
threa months, as compared with 8,812 for the
correspondîng period of 1895. The total lia-
ho lities cf these failures foot up te 862,518,-
9,26, compared wath 81ti,910,448 last year.
This ts the heaviest record of failliras evoir
roported for a .like poriod of any pravions
year, both as te number an oxtent of liabîli-
ties.

In Canada, tahing the country as a whole,
the record is also a bad one. The failures
numbered 781, compared with 581 last year.
Liabilities 85,753,586, comparod with 01,253,-
625 last ypar. Assets $2,815,491, compared
with $1 ,890,278 last year. By prinvinces, the.
record for Canada is as follows, as te the num-
bar of failures:-

Prov.ince. 1896. 1895.
Ont.ario ........ ........ 858 270
Quabea................. 811 191
NewfBrunswick ........... 21 '21
Nova Scotia .............. 88 88
Prince Edward Island ... 7 5
Manitoba ................ 10 19
The TerritoHiâ. ........... 10 5
Blritish Columbia .......... 28 88

Total, Canada......... 781 581
The above shows that Ontario and Quebc

are accountable for the increase i» failures
Manitoba rnakes the hast showing of any
division, tho number of failures being only
àbouthalf cf JasIyear. Owing to theheavy
Garland failure at rortage la Prairie, tha
liabilities in Manitoba are heavier thon lest
year, notwithstandilig that the list of failures
is much smaller. The following shows the
assets, by provinces, loir the first three
months of the past t vo yep'rs .
Province.
Ontario ............
Quebec .............
New Brunswick...
Nova Scelia ........
Prince Edward Island -
Mdanitoba...... .....
'T~he Territerees...
B3ritish Columbia..

1896.
$830,651
890,600
57,180
83.280
12.868
98,650
20,687

851,575

1895.
8890,677
488,850
103,880
117,870
85,000
81,146
18,800

160,050
The fellewing shows the liahilities for thre

monthsocf lwo years, by provinces :
Province. 1896. 1895.
Ontario ............. 1,976,487 82,107,991
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EJIITÛRIAL NOTES.
Tun COMMERCIAL is quoted marc freoly by

papers al] over Canada thanîis any other papor
publislied in the West. 0ur oxChanges are
wolcomo te uase any mattir ,xn thoeo columas,
but they are kindly roquested te give proper
credit for tha saine. Thea Eastern dailies
usually giva Ibis crodit, but a fow provincial
papors take original articles almost waekly
fromi Tho Commercial, and neyer seem te
think cf giving any cradit -for il. ThiE is
vcry dishonorab a te the parties who practice
il. Sometimas a proper rredit for clippad
niatter msy hleftoif byanoversightorerror
cf the printar, but an editor who bond a true
sonsa cf honor would feel grioved ovar such
an occurrence. WC do nlot look for crodit
froni aur exchanges, in cepying little news
paragrapha froni aur colunins, such as may
have appeared in othe:- papers or are current,
aI the lime. When edilorial malter or mnar-
kat reports are appropriated, boi0over, içe
natnrally loek for fair cradit for the samae.

A NOVEMENT ig on foot at Montreal te i»-
dure the goverfiment te relax the coasting
regulations se as te permit United States vas-
sals te carry grain from Fort William and
Port Arthur te Montreal or other lower Cana-
dianl ports. At prenant United States hoats
cari carry traffio froni Canadian te United
States ports, but tbey are net allowad te
handle trafflo from oe Canadian fort te an-
ethar port in Ibis country. In the saine way
Canadian vessaIs can carry goods from a
United States port te a Canadian port but
net t0 anether United States port. The ob-
ject in askiuig for Ibis change is ta increase
the-quaati4y cf Manitoba wheat handled for
expert via Mentreal. Tha bulkcf tha expert
naw gees eut via Buffalo and New York.
This is te seme extant dole te tha scarcity cf
Caa adian sbipping an the upper lakes. Thare
is not a sufficient tonnage available te handia
a large portion cf tho crep, and consequenîly
United States boats have te bc scured te
bandie the Irade, and lheY can only land
their cargoas at United States ports. Mon-
treal is anxiou5, of course, t0 have the Mani-
toba wheat c:op handled aI that poi ý, banco
the mova te have the coasting regulations
relaxed. Wu do not know Ihatsuch a change
in the regulaticus would nma much differ-
ance te western shippars, as thcy will expert
f beir grain by the cheapest route whather
Ihat ho Montreal or Naw York.- Montreal,
however, would ho boefitted by any large
increase in the traffie aI Ihat port. Owners
cf Canadian shipping, On the other band,
would ne doubt ba opposed te snob a conces-
sic» te United Staten shipping, unless the
saine privileges ceuld ho secured for Cana-
dian shipper from the United States.

%,zuu~"4-", vue... . ..... J ITisarportod that when the ManitobaNew Brunswick .... 180,690 192,779
Nova Scotia .......... 188,200 245,150 legisiatura mects, on April 16, no action wilI
Prince Edward Island 21,568 60,200 hab takan on the school question, and tL'at the
Manitoba ...... ..... 175,000 159,971 1 bouse will simply, meet te prorogue. Sema
'Tho Territeries .... 58,675 83.700 exception may ho taken te thea wisdcm cf thisBlritish Columbia... 577,986 24,9 policy. Now Ibat the conforence between

[t will ho noticedl Ibat whnla Ontario had teDmnon and provincial noinisterg is aoer83 more failures thon lest ycar, tha total lia-. and nio set lement cf the question accomplish.bilities are smallcr in 1896 Ihan in 1895. e d, it maght. ho a wisa thing for Manitoba te
Nawfoundland badl 4 failures, compare t aka sema indapendant action in this malter,

with 29 for tise first tbree naonths of 1895. on tha linos proposad hy thc representatives

of the province at the recent conforenco with
representatives of the Dominion. The argu.
,mont in favor of snoh action is this; The
remedial bill wifl nlot ba passed tbis sessn,
this rnuch seman certain, and the coiiljct
will thus ha transferred to the hustings drid
the poils. Il would cortainly place Manitoba
in a botter position in the coming contest
wera it known that tha provincial lègislat urt
had taken action to remova the grievancus of
tha minerit-v, ta soma extent aI least. The
proposition nmade by the Manitoba memberà
at the confarance was a vory fair ona. Wh7
net; proceed to put this LO affect, #se far aî
Manitoba legislation can do il? Sach action
would snrely have a favorable influenre ou
Manitoba's case in the elections which wili
soc aUpc» us. Itlai the duty cf the pro-
vincial government to do everybhing in itâ
power te reinove cause for diqsatingfartiin
quite regardens cf the remed-Al bill or any
other proposed fedleral action. E3pecially il
this the case now, with the flght soon te le
transferred froma parliament te the people.

MIrE plan cf driving out or shipping
criminals or undesirable persans froni out
place to another is one of the mest absurd
customs which la eractisad by civic authori.
lies. Recently a very undenirable charactr,
belonging to the class we xnay sony cf desperate
criminals, was shipped from. Winnipeg te an
caster» City. A few days lter two femnales
wera released, from prosecution on condition
Ihat they would ]cave the City, and une of
these was re-arrested because she did flot
fulfillilher promise. This is a custom whiri
is followed' by rnany other lowns and cities ai
well lis Winnipeg, and il is, ta say the leao4
a peculiar way cf dealing with such canes.
A City does not gain anything by such a
practice, 'where the custono is folloved by
other corporations, as others are forued to
corne bore by boiDg dr:ven cut cf oth er plan.
Basides bhis,a higher motive should be follow.
ed in andeavoring te supprass crime. Drir.
ing crnminals frcm oe place te another il anin5ury te tha country as a whole. A national
and net a selfish local idea should govern ti
dealing with crinninals or nindesirabla persono.
It is an injury te the state te have sucb a
custom perpetuated, and Ihereforo it is an an-
jury te individual towns and cities cf tu!
state. The Commercial would like t es z)i ù
custom prohijited by faderai legislstion, il
practical ta apply such ramcdy.

Fur Trado latt8rs.
The New York Fur Trada Review sayi:

"Considering, the prevaiLing Conditions,,,,'
the magnitud c f the offcrings, the result'a t
the London March sales were botter thon
was anticipated by shippers cf Amorican fus'
and they ara indicative cf improvzng condi
tic-s. An enlarged consumption cf Amek
can furs at homoe, which, we think wil be!
noted Ibis ycar, will materially advauee tLe-
popularity cf furs in general in ccnequemc
cf tho intrinsie value cf the various articlo;
the favora? *,c resilts cf sales, just prior to i
cpening cf the.season. ara especially graly
ing and encouraging.11

A toeram from Ottaowa sonys that it bu

li assistance towards the establishmentbe deae ybcgvrmn egvse
c=&merles in the territories as a neaisdencouragirig immigration.


