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right, is liablo to iliduco the peuple to re.
sort te illegal measurés to assert their
rights. But the exorcise of a littlo
patience and prudence, though causing a
fow day's delay, wilI in the end provo the
-more satisfactory course, for by fgllpwing
en, *this lino- the Ipeoplo.,wili ultimately
gainstha desired end, without- having ro-
course: tô fèrceerand probablo bloodshed.-

Prm oné,point of Oew tho ,rmnting
cf the injunction niay ba looked upon as
a benefit. It was evidently thie ix'tentiou'
et the provincial authorities te force a
crossizig as sccu as the injun.ction was dis-
solved, witbout regard to the case as it
stood beforo the Supreme Court The re-
nioval cf te injunction would therefore
have brouglit about a collision between
the opposing forces, with probably serion
resuits. On the other hand the upholding
of the interjîn injunction wvill have the
effect cf delaying further efforts to force
a crossing until the Supreme Court lias
passed judgnient upon the question.

The further effect of the continuing of
the injonction is te restrain the operatioxi
of the Portage branch cf the N. P. & M.L
system across the Pembina branch cf the
0. P. PL, until the hearing cf the cause,
or -intil the approval cf the railvay cent-
mitte cf the Privy Council is obtained,
as to the mode and place cf crossing, or
util further order cf tho court. The
case now practictilly resta with the Su-
preine Court, and the real effect cf the
injunction wviIl be ta restrain the provin-
cial railway commissioner from crossing
the C.P.R. track 'with the Portage branch
until the matter is dealt with by the
Suprerne Court, though in the mentiie
the case rnay go on liere.

There sccrus ta hiea ngrat deal cf mis-
undcratanding as ta the po :*tion cf the
case kfore the Supranie Court. By an
act cf Parliament psased in 1883, it wva8
provided as follows -

"The International, Graad Trunk, Canada
Southern, and Canadian Pacifie railways are
hereby declared tobe works for the general ad-
vantage cf Canada, and every branch Une or
railway how or «hereaf±sr connccting with or
crossing auy of the said lines la . work for the
generai a.dvantage of Canada. Every 3uch rail.
way aud branch lino shall bo aubiect 115 the
legislativo auttorfy of the Parliament of
Canada."

Unider the clause quoted above, which
ia a section cof the railway net, the 0. P. I.
oppose the crossing cf tlcir lino by the
N. P. & IL Co. The rail wsy act provides
that ne railway conipany shall avail itzelf
cf any cf 'thé pýoWers relating te the
crcssing cf. another liia 'without the ali-

proval cf the Railway Ceninittec cf the
Privy Council. Application was made te
the railway committee by the Manitoba
authoritica, te mako tho ci;ossings noces-
sary te theoeration cf the Portage
brancb, and the application was opposed
by the O. P. IL Under a clause cf tho
railway act, where a question cf law exista
.beforo tho railway coimittee, the case
may bo etated in writing for the opinion
cf the Suprome Court. Thtis is ncw ba-
îng donc, and the question %vili corne be-
îore the Supremo Court this week. Should
the decision be againat tho province, it
ivili sixnply menu that ail provincial rail-
ways which cross the 0. P. R., main lino
or branches, %viii bo aubject te and bo
obliged te have the as--ont cf the
Dominion Parlianient. This would place
the pxicvixue lu a position littie botter
than it occupicd during the existence of
the C. P. R. monopoly, for te be subject
te D6ôîninion legisiation in railway matters
mens largeiy that railwvay niatters bere
must romain under O. P. I. influencezo.
Against such a condition cf things it wvill
be the duty cf ail Manitoban's te protest
strenuously, and ta continue te protest
util the obnoxîous iegis!ation is eithar

defcatad in the courts, or removed.

CIIEAP POSTAGE RATES.
lb is said that the Dominion postal

authorities are considering the advisa-
bility cf- reducing the poattaI rate upon
latters ta two cents, instead cf the present
rate cf three cents. This wouid appiy to-
domnestic letter rates artid te international
letter correspondance between Canada and
the United States. The miatter cf
revenue is cf course au important point
ta be taken into consideration in the
proposais te reduce postal rates. Should
the two cent rate be adopted, it does net
follow that the revenue from postage
stamps would suifer a proportionate
reduction. On the other hand, ib is quite
probable that the increased use cf the
postal service through the cheape2iing cf
the rates, wouid, very nîaterialiy help to
tuake up the usual revenue. A reduction
cf the letter postage ta two cents, woulu
alse likely induce a niuch largar use cf
letters, where postal carda are now used,
thus increasing the revenue frein this
source. Considering thase points, it is
therefore quite probable that the revenue
would suifer but.slighit falling off, should
the propesedl reduction ho made in letter
rates. The rate cf latter postage in the
'United States fa two cents, and this
applies te -lattera coming intu Canada.
Shoula cûr Gbvernteint dez;de tereduce

the rate ta two cents, it would bring this
country inte lino %vith the Unitcd States,
and Nvoul ninke tho international rate
betwccn bue two couintries equal te
citizer.s cf caci. TIhe proposed change
would certainly prove a great convenience
ta our commeroial, cemmiunity. Tfiere ia
a largo amount cf correspondance con-
tinually passing between tho United
Statesa nd Canada, but at the rates as at
present constituted, the atdvantage i8
decidedly on the aide cf the correspondants
te the south cf the boundary. lIn news-
papor postage, the regulations iii force in
this country are more liberai than ia the
United States, but in the latter country
the latter rates are more liberal than bore.
IEn the United States the postal service i8
new practically self sustaining, and it has
leen proposed that the latter rate bo re-
duced tc cine cent. Low postal rates are
au incentive te commercial enterprise, and
if the two cent latter rate is introduced
in titis country, it Nviil not ho without a
beneficial resuit.

GOIHG TO OTTAWA.
A disposition bas been shown lin somo

quarters te find fault with Attorney,
General and Railway 0ommissioner Mar-
tin, becausa ho did net make application
at the last meeting of Parliament for
legisiation empowcring the construction
cf the provincial railways. It is a very
easy matter now, after the daadlock has
occurred, to say that aueh and snob thingh
should have been donc beforehand.
Certainly the present difficulty wvas nover
for a moment foreseen by anycue famîilier
with the situation, and everyone expected
that te bill passedl at the last session cf
Parliarnent entirely removed the diffi-
culties in the wvay cf the provincial roads .
*But lb *is by ne means certain that the
Dominion Parliament would have passed
a bill for the construction cf the provincial
rail waya in Maiiitabaeven had application
been made ta that end. lb will leo
remembered that the bu! for the extension
cf the Gait railway ia Alberta, was
thrown eut on a pretext, and applications
frein Manitoba wotild doubtless havé
shared the sanie fate. But there ia
enother point which should not be for'-
gotten. In this railway agitation Mani-
toba bas ail along beau centending for a
great principle, namely ; the riglit ta
charter railways within the boundaries
of the province. This principle bas been
the bettom, top and aides of the railway
agitation throughout. To have appiied te
the Dontinion for the privilegea cf building
the roada, wvould have been equivaleut te
the desertion cf the prineiple at atake, at
the very moment that the people cf Mani-ý
boba were rejoicing in tite triumph cf
their cause. Tho"~ who shouted se ioudly
for provincial righta a few nionths ago,
and who new attack Mr. Martin for
neglect la net applying te Parliament
for the priviiege (we wvill net say thé
right> of building hie rends, evi'dently
have hilde regard fer their pastpretensions.


