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THE CRITýIC.

CITY CRIMES.

Fis.Graco, Archbishop O'Brien entertained al uumber of gentlemen at
reaidùnce on Muonday ovoning.

The Second Orphous Concert look place iu Orphous Hall laet night.

Tho arrivai of soeorale'hundrpd8 of books for tha <itizon's ]îrca Librar,
a piece of gaod nows. The lot wvas purchasud front a London library a
cost $720.

A largo number of the littie folks and thoir inanimas iae busy thinking
wiîat ta %vear at Mrs Loighi's fancy bail on the 3Oth: No doubt mauy oi
mnal nd pretty costumes wîll ho theoresuit.

Santa Claus wiil coma aror lia uext wvaak aud bestow bis favoes on1 go
littie boys and girls. 'fic failli that is placed in Santa Claus is sementin
,wondet (ni te, bohuid, but RcepticiBni croops even ino the hearta af yuuflgste
as for example when pater s.id tu Tommy : ,Dan't fret tuy boy, Sai
Claus wvon't fotgot you." Tommy replied withî unusual insiglit in onu
yarîng, IlThat's 811 right, dad ; 1 aiu't, afraid hil furgot tI'o tin whvlîîî
asked for, but I can't hell) boini a trille nervaus about his racollccting t
bicycle and the watclî ami Chain." Tommy wras anmbitious, as well as w
beyand his yesrs.

The Exhibition rink was openisa last Saturday. A largo nuniber of pi
pie wero present, and enjoyed ekating te the MUSic of the West flidi
Band.

A well kuown Sud pOpullar 8110W eboe club intend gbving a bail et
- carly date. It promises ta bu a pleasurcable event.

On Mondwy evening a dinner wis given at tho Halifax Ilotel te Mr.
H. Condon, tho papular captain of the Union Engine Company. TLo ci
fathers, tho board of fire.wardano, the recorder of the city, the assistanit ci
clerk, the city clectrician, and a large nuinber of wvell knawn citizens wa
present. The special reasan for the gathoring wvas ta presont a gold watî
and chain accomnnied by au address ta Captain Condon. Tho watch ai
chain ara very bandéomeo and bear the inscription, ougravcd by MAr. Larki
au the inside of the case: -IlPresented ta Capt. M. il Caudon, by ti
Union Engine Company, 1768., llalifas, N. S., Dec. l5th, 1890." On ti
outside la the captain's moneograni. Attached ta the chain asa charni are
firenian's helmet and cross brooches. Captain Candan replied feingly
the address frons the officers and mon of the company. A nurnber af tons
wore honored, and jally sangs wore sung by several gentlemen. The pr
ceedinge were brought tu a close by the coir.pany singing Auid Lang Syne.

Christmas is in the air. The COUd weather and tho crowds af holicl
ehopper8 ane sees in the 8treot combina te impress this upon us. The dà
plays in the shaps are net however anything liko up te wvbat thoy wore las
year. 1'erhaps the ranson of this may ha that it was overdone last yecar, an
that aur merchants ara afrabd of losing mnoey an tee heavy au outlay fer th
Christmas trade. De this as it rnay, thoro is atill mlich buying and sellin
goinig on aud thore is a resenabie selection af' novoltica froin which eue ma
choose their gifts. Oua of the attractions et presaut is thn. train lu Crag
Blrothers' wvindaw% which travels by steilm pawlir. Defora thia wiudow niu
ouiy yaungsters but greun mnu stand open moutbed, gitzing et the weuder
ful eight. Every child in the city auglit te bo taken to sec it.

A fan drill ontortaintuent wili ho given lu tlho Acadomay of Music e x
Meuday eveniug fer the benefit of the Church Hospital. It witt bue unde
the patronage of Gencral 'Sir J..hn Rose, Lieut.-G-overnur D.tly, Cal. Ryai
and offluers of the R. A., Col. Itil aud otllc,-rs af the IL E. and Lieut.-CoI
Neshit aid afficers of the IVest Ridiizgt Ilugiment. Sixteon yaung ladie
will go thraugh a fan drill, which will bc followed by a minute dauco b'
ledies and gentlemen in uldoa times costumes. Theoauteraiuimut wil
concludo with a' fdrce I he Arta Bell." Ttio baud of the IVe8t Riding R.gi
ment will bu present. As ibis aluntir is fer the beriefit ofit deserviig in8titu
tion wo trust a full bouse wvi1l greeit tho2o ivha hava takeon sa mnuct troubli
te prepare for it.

The recital givan ln tho Orpheus Hall on Thur.sday ovening of last wect
under tho auspices af tho W. C. T. U1. wa5s a great success. Despito the
stormy dny neariy ail the tickets we~re sald, and in the oveniong the hall wa<
fillld. Mise Garry gava a nouber af resdings whichi delighted li
hearers, cach ana being grced iwith cyeil morited applauso. Mrs. G S
Cainhoîl and Mr. Crawford gava Miss McGarry grand support with tbeli
Scotch songe.

The annual meeting of the mimbors sud friands af the Saboal for the
I3lind was bold et the inittitution, ?inrducb Square, Mlorri St , lut Saturday
aftomnoan. INr. W. C. Silver, tha piosident, was absent an accounst of ill.
nuas, and r.J. C. 2-Mackintosh presidcd. A largo number of Indice aud
gentlemen v7cro proscrit. Tho repart of the board ef valnagara for the year
%vas rcsaby the sccretary, 'Mr. E. D. Moynoli, Mr J. C. bl&ckiUto8h roua
tho suparinteudent's report. Music by tho b.ind and chomuses by the pupils
fommed.the lightcr part of the programme. Thoeobief feuture af tho year'a
work lias been tho building of the new wing, whieh forme a bandsnme addi.
tion ta the niait building. Aftor 'lie mniig wra concludt-d 1%f Fraîser
ahuwed the visiter» thogb the new butnding, whicli will ho ready fur uccu-
pation iu Februazy.

In the wiuidow ai the HalfsX Piano and Organ Company, luis Street,
hi mxay bui se au ail painting af Jook Paittereon, the well.knawn piper of theGi. 3rd Rifles. It is the werk af George Craig, the Dartmouth artiet. The

scoau is laid at Saakatobswau Landiug, with the camp lu tho hsck ground,
and Jock lu fullIl regimentale" i in the forogronnd.

ii; COMMERCIAL.

Whaleaalo trade lu nearly avery departmeont bau beeu very slow during

af tho past week. A variaîy ai circum8tances have coatributed te this satua of
g affairs. Paymeuts have been auything but prompt, whichs makes doaler a
g.weil as the baniks exiremoiy cautiaus lu the mnatter of credits sud accommo-

dation. Retailers, espociiliy la fancy liues, have doua and are doing a very
od, satisfactory trada, ahid their eliap8 are crowded, particniariy aitor night faîl,

lstii! lia boums.
tes Tho stringency lu tino monuy market seemes ta o aI'o a mare chronic nature
re, than ni auy have been wiiling ta admit, ibis ie er.pociaiî; truc in thoé leading
ia monetgry centres in tho Unaited States. Tho dudiculties oa the situation bu

1New York appoar tu be fnnlly recoguized iu ïnudon, wben tho Tim'ie'

hofluancial article alludes ta the passible ncces8ity af assisting the New York
8obanka with EnRlish geid te enabia tlîem te cope with the present emergenoy.

About $5,000,000 in gold ie sid te havls been shîpped froni Eilgland for
this continent dnring the last week, a cansiderablo portion ai which ie hring
brought eut by the Blank ai Mlontreal and the Bank af Brai sh North

co* Americi for their New York agencies. Nearly overy merchanat vbom we
ug have met during tho past few days referred te the money striDgeUo.t and itz

adverse affect upon general business, aud thora ie a wide apread, lipresêion

an among aur bu.-ineas mon that the and af the Prescrit distruet aud icarcbty of
mono ba mo beu roebe. Rncethe extremoly cautions ar.iu on the

part af the batiks in callingin tennporary loans, aud ln otherwise.,trengthening
their resource- in order te bie bn a postition te fuiiy protent !noir mercantile
icout8 ln the eveut ai a criais. Titis is ail commeudabie etiough, but it

ty invariabiy sesults in the strang firme gotting ail that they waut, while
ty assi8tance is withheld iran» the wéaker ones. It will mot bu at ail surprioing
re if a number ai weik firite bite the dusL in the ayant ai the present difficulîy

Chin oblaiuiug credite lasting much longer. Not ooiy tho baniks but whalseuleid min-chants are sdopting a mure cautions policy, sud are curtailing their linos
D, fi credit lu ail directituns, which will go a long way towarde mitigating the

hosaverity of a criais, should it strake us. IL le very evident that aur ueighbors
20on the ether sida af the lins are t-ufléring frai» a financitil panie. IWe are
acon8equeutly psssiug thraugh a periad in whîch the greateet caution should

to ha exercbsed, bath by bankers and merchants, lest the wing or Lailo a sh
te cycloe etrikes ns with toc much canvass flyiug. Paper in the early part of
0. the prescrit mouth was mot by aur wvholosale meu as well as might b.

expected, but thoir remittauces were dieappointbng. fli8eounte on mercantile
paper range frein 6 La 8 per cent., 7 per cent. bcing the general rate.
Y Bradstrcet's report of the week'a failurei-
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g ])nî Goans.- -Tha dry goods trado bas shown ne change duriug the
y wveek, except lu counection with city retailorB, tha 8uow.fall having caueed
g somae accession ta thezr business, wtîich lias incidentally lsd te came o'id
1l jolbbing trade. Tho coid snap of the pain wat.k brought ln sanrue seou abe

orders for flanueis, blanketa and beavy underwear. A little more suow,
wvbich, may bu rossounably cxpected, will bhinaR lu country cu4tomers, sud
will somowhat help busine.-s along, but tha ni ato lu general is uanquestieuably

t quiet, and littla stir is now ex pected tii! aiter i lit firs of the year.
r Imio, &IRW ND NlOmàTL.-Tlie mnarke't has hpen quiet and un-
si clian<led win.h but littde btitzluoee doitîg tu note iu -auj lino Thou markos for

.pig itou la vory uns' ti.le±d in sympathy with th%, dectiua on the uther side,
8ansd nier lv nominal in the abeence ai bu-iness ta any extont. Agivices f rom
y' Groitt lîrittis etili qu -t" au uns ttled muarket fur %wirr-ots, du-) tu finaciat
1 influences, but there le littiu uew to sthtit iu regassd ta the regular muarket for

nakcrs» stocka. lu sheet mattiritt the~ firal peînmxon ai tiupiat.i le the most
*praminont featuro 1-uaps aud bauds are without change, aud the sanie

e inay hoe said af other liues fluyers ail aieng appear unabla ta rolise the
truc position ai affaire, and the extent te which Amoriean arders wera
boakcd. Stocks lu Canada are, thorefare, light sud in fewv band-z ad iL le
nulikeiy that sny reductien inn vaines will occur. Ingot tic sud c.')ppor cau.
tiu unsett'-d clsewhereand thero bas been no change bore. Pig lead aud

8iron pipae remdn the saine.
r BREaDsTuFiFs -Tho local fleur miarket mules staady, witn a quiet jobbbug

trado nu ho loiding brauids, sud ne holdera ara disposod towarc'q ctinceasbn
lor the saka' af indncing business. liserbain's cible r porte wb sud corn
in Eugland quiet but steadier, sud oats fixai. Freuch country .irkets a
turm detrer At Chicago wheat was btrong snd achisoved an advauceocf
about ac. Cou was duit aud declined le. Qat8 wcre fini» and stuady. lu
New York whast madle a futither advauceof aie.; iu St. Lj~uis ;.c. tu in. l
Tluledo is wds quiet but fiamu advauing about ý..;a Du luth it decliued 3jc.
Curnand aa wore uuchatnged ail aiang the lino.

POTATu.-The demnd for potatoos in Canadiin markets an Ametican
aceoutit appaur to ha now pretty general, owiug ta tha, growing scgrc',.y iu
the United Stateit sud gouoraliy rising values It soe thar Arne-ricainf b.tve
headed off as good portion ai th-- supply th-tt would othsrwiso hava came te
aur m'srket8 fer sale, by adopting the ingoiious metiod af writing ta the
d if roi) p 8t in 'steis iu the cois mnry aud .nbkn'g thomn tu li.int thoir lesters to
d"-alur lu sh.-ir respective iliaî.rieîs. Consi.qnenily in a number iii instances
bueiue8s, wil l ho dane direct between Amerîcan buyers aud ountry ddaleire.


