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CITY CHIMES.

His.Graco Archbishop O'Brien ontertainod n numbor of gentlomen at his:

residonce on Monday ovening.

"The Second Ospheus Coucert took placo iu Orplious Hall last night.

Tho arrivel of soveralchundreds of books for the Citizen’s Freo Library is
a picce of good nows, The lot was purchased from a London library and

cost $720.

A largo number of the littlo folks and thofr mnmmas are busy thinking of
what to wear at Mrs Leigh's fancy bail on the 30th: No doubt many orig-

inal-and pretty costumes will bo tho result.

Santa Claus will come aror nd next week and bestow his favors on good
littlo boys and girls. Tho faith that is placed in Sants Claus is somotimes
wonderful to bohold, but scepticism creeps even into tho hearts of youngstors,
as for examplo when pator s«id to Tommy : “ Don't fret my boy, Santa
Claus won't forget you.” ‘Lommy ropliod with uousual insight in one so
young, “ That's sll right, dad ; I ain't ofraid ho’ll furget the tin \vl}lstlo 1
asked for, but I cant help Leing a trifle nervous about his recollecting tho
bicyclo and the watch and chain.” Tommy was ambitious, as well as wiso

boyond his yeats,

‘I'ho Exhibition rink was oponed last Saturday. A largo number of peo-
plo woro present, and opjoyed skating to the music of tho West Ridiog

Band.

A well koown and populsr snow shoe club intend giving a ball at an
carly dato, It promises to be a plossurcablo event.

On Mondsy evening a dinnor was given at tho Halifsx Hotel to Mr. M.
1. Condon, tho popular captain of tho Union Engine Company. Tho city
fathers, tho board of fire-wardens, the recorder of the city, the assistant city
cletk, the city clectrician, and a largo number of well known citizens were
present. The specisl reason for the gathering was to presont a gold watch
and chsain accompnnied by an address to Captain Condon. Tho watch aud
chain aro very handsomo and bear tho inscription, ongraved by Mr. Lark:o,
ou the inside of the caso: * Presented to Capt. M. H Condon, by the
Union Eogine Company, 1768., Halifax, N. S., Dec. 15th, 1890.” Ou the
outside js the captain’s monogram.  Attached to the chain asa charm are a
fireman’s helmet and cross brooches. Captain Condon replied foelingly to
the address from the oflicors and men of the company. A number of toasts
wero hooored, and jolly songs were sung by several gontlemen. The pro-
ceedings wero brought to a close by the con:pany singing Auld Lang Syne.

Christmas is in the air. The cold weathor and tho crowds of holiday
shoppors ons sees in the strest cumbine to impress this upon us. The dis-
plays in tko shops are not however anything like up to what thoy wore last
year, Perhapsthe reason of this may be that it was overdone last year, and
that our merchants are afraid of losing money on too heavy an outlay for the
Christmas trade.  Be this as it may, thero is still mnch buying and selling
gving on and thoro is a ressonable selection of novelties from which one may
choose their gifts.  Ono of the attractions at present is the train in Cragg
Brothers’ window which travels by steam power.  Before this window not
only youngsters but grown men stand open moutbed, gazing at the wondoer-
folsight, Every child in thoe city ought to be taken to seo it.

A fan drill entertainment will be given in the Academy of Music hiext
Mounday evening for the benefit of the Church Hospital. It will be under
the patronage of General Sir J.hn Ross, Licut.-Governor Daly, Col. Ryan
and officors of the R. A., Cal, H1ll and officers of the R, I, and Lieut.-Col.
Nesbit and officers of the West Riding Regiment. Sixteen young ladies
will go througa a fan drill, which will bo followed by a mibute dsnco by
ledies and gentlemen in vlden times costumes. The cutertainment will
conclude with a farco  The Ana Bell.” Tto band of the West Riding R-gi-
ment will bo prosent.  As this affuir is for tho benefit of » deserving instita.
tion wo trust a full house will greet thoso who bave tsken so much trouble

to propare for it.

The recital givon in the Orpbeus Hall on Thursday ovening of last week
under the auspices of tho W. C. L. U. was a great success. Despito the
stormy dwy nearly all tho tickets were sold, and ip the ovoning the ball was
filled. Miss McGarry gave a number of readings which delighted her
bearors, cach ono being greeted with well mented applause, Mrs. G S
Cambell and Mr. Crawford gave Miss McGarry grand support with their

Scotch songe.

The anousl meeting of the membors snd friends of the School for the
Blind was held at the inatitution, Murduch Square, Morris St , last Saturday
afternoon. Mr. W. C. Silver, tha president, was absont on account of 1ll-
ness, and Nr. J. C. Mackintosh presided. A large pumber of ladics and
gontlomen wero presont. The report of the board of r1ubagers for the year
was resd by the secretary, Mr. . D. Meynell, Mr. J. C. Mackintosh read
tho suporintendent’s report,  Music by the bond and choruses by the pupils
formed,the lighter part of the programme. Tho cbief fosture of tho year's
work has been tho building of the new wing, which forms a bandsome addi-
tion to the maw building.  After the meoting was concluded Mr Fragor
showed tho visitors through the new buuding, whict will be ready fur uccu-

pation in February,

In the window of the Halifax Piano and Organ Company, Hollis Street,
may bo scen an oil painting of Jock Patterson, the well-known piper of tho
63rd Rifles, It is tho work of Geurgo Craig, tho Dartmouth artist, The
scono is laid at Saskatchewan Landing, with the camp in tho back ground,
and Jock in full ¢ regimentals ” in tho foroground.
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COMMERCIAL.

Wholesale trade in nearly overy deparimont has been very slow during
tho past weok. A varioty of circumstances have contributed to this state of
oflairs, Payments have beon anything but prompt, which makes doalers as
well a3 tho banks exiromely cautious in the matter of crodits and nccommo-
dation. Retailers, espocinlly in fancy lines, have doue and are doing a very
satisfactory trado, ahd their shops sro crowded, particularly aftor night fall,
till late hours. .

Tho stringency in the money market scoms o bo of a more chronic ature
than mapy have been willing to admit.  This is especiatiy truo in the leading
monetary centres in the United States. The diliculties or tho situation in
New York appear to be fully recognized in London, whon the Times'
financial article alludes to the possible necessity of assisting tho Now York
banks with Zoglish gold to enable them to cope with the present emergenoy.
About 85,000,000 in gold is ssid to have beer shipped from Eugland for
this continont during tho last week, a considerable portion of which is heing
brought out by the Bank of Montreal and the Bank of British North
America for their Now York sgoncica, Nearly every merchant sbom we
have met during the past few days roferred to the money stringenc s and its
advorse offect upon general business, sand there is a wide spread irypression
among our busivess men that the ond of the present distrust and scarcity of
money has not been resched. Hencs the extremely cautious ariion on the
part of the banks in callingin temporary loans, and in otherwiso strengthening
their resource= in order to be in a position to fully protest ineir mercantile
accounts in the event of a crisis, This is all commendable enough, but it
invariably iesulte in the strong firms getting all that they want, while
assistanco is withbeld from the weaker ones. It will not be at all surprising
if a number of weak ficma bito the dust in the event of the present difficulty
in obtaining credite lasting much longer., Not ouly the banks but wholssale
merchants are adopting a mure cauticus policy, and are curtailing their lices
of credit in all directivns, which will go a long way towards mitigating the
soverity of a crisis, should it strike us. It is very evident that our neighboras
on the other side of the line are ruffering from a financisl panic. We are
consequently passing through a period in which the greatest caution should
be exercised, both by bankers and merchants, lest the wing or tail of she
cyclone strikes us with too much canvass flying. Paper in the early part of
tho present month was mot by our wholosale men as well as might be
expected, but their remittances were disappointing. Discounts on mercantile
paper range from G to 8 per cent., 7 per cent, being the general rate.

DBradstreet’s report of the week’s failures :—

Week Prev. Weeks corresponding to

Dec, 12 week, —~———Dece 12—\ Failures for the year to date.
1800 1890 1889 1888 1887 1890 1889 1888 1387
370 Jl)‘.) 253 0842 11023 ey 9230

United States... 341 321
Canada.......... i 23 38 by 1556 1508 1639 1238
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Dny Goobs.--The dry goods trade has shown no change during the
weok, oxcept in connection with city retailers, tho snow-fall having caused
somo accession 10 their busivess, which has incidentally led to some odd
jobbing trade. The cold snap of the past week brought in some seasunable
orders for flannels, blankets and heavy underwear. A little more snow,
which may bo reasonsbly expected, will bring in cuuuiry customers, and
will somowhat help business along, but the nade in general is unquestionably
quiet, and littlo stir is now expected till after the first of tho year.

Inox, Harpware axp Merars.—The market has beon guiet and un-
chanaed with but litile busivess duing to nute in +ny line Tho market for
pig iron i3 very uus tiled in sympathy with the decline on the uther side,
and mer ly nomiosl in the absence of bu-inessto any oxtent. Advices from
Great Bnityn «till qu te an uans ttled warket for warr.ots, dus to financial
influences, but there ig littlo new to stute in regard to the regular narket for
nmskers' stocks. [n sheet materisl the firm posttion of tinplats is the mast
prominent feature  Hoops and bands are without change, and the same
way bo said of othor lines Buyers all slong appear unable to roalise the
truo position of affairs, and tho oxtent to which American orders wero
booked. Stucks in Canada are, thereforo, light and iu fow bands and it 18
vulikely thet any reduction in values will occur. Ingot tin and ¢apper von-
tinuo ubsettled olsowhero and thero has been no change hoere. Pig tead and
iron pipe remwin the same.

Breavsturrs —Tho local flour market rulos stoady, witn a quiet jobbing
trade 1n ho loading brands, and no holders aro disposed toward- cuncession
tor tho sake of inducing business. DBeerbohn’s csbler ports wh  and corn
1 England quiet but steadier, and oats fiem.  Frouch country .urkets a
turn desrer At Chicago wheat was sirong and achioved an advance of
about 3c. Corn was dull and declived {c. Oats wereo firm and steady. In
Now Yurk whost madea fusther advauce of }c.; in St. Louis 4c. to 4e.; in
Toledo it was quiet but firm advavcing about 4c¢.; at Duluth it declined e,
Curn and oats were unchanged ail along the line,

PotatvEs.~—Tho domand for potatoes in Canadian markets on Awmeticsn
accouut appears to bo now pretty general, owing to tho growing scarc’.y in
the United States and gonerally rising values It snoms that Americans bave
headed ofl' & good portion of the supply that would otberwise have coms to
our msrkets for sale, by adopting the ingenious method of writing to the
d ff ron p -stnsters in the country and ssking thom tw hand their letiers to
deator 10 their Tespective districts, Cobsequeniy in a number of instances

- busives> will be done direct between American buyers and country dealers,



