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MISSION FIELD.

When Mrs. UCapron was about to leavo home for the foreign
ficld, hur father, realizing the bitterncss of the soparation asked,
** How camo you over to think of being a foreign missionary?”
Her reply was, '* Why, father, I have heard you pray for miasions
all my lifo, and now Iam going to answer your prayers,”

Anappendix to tho Congo gramamar has just been completed.
‘I'he articlo has been a great perplexity in this language, and some
forty-threo rules havo been found necessary to deflne its uscs,

‘The AMissionary Review quotes from a missionary in India:
** Hinduism no longer has a really sure hold on many, as it is casy
to discover from repeated expressions of the people to us. I
heliove that in stillncss God is preparinga transition of the masses
into Christinnity.”

Thero is an oxtraordinary demand for Bibles in Uganda. Itis
said that ten thousand copics of the gospel wero sold in o period
of five months, besides many tracts explanatory of the Christian
religion. Tho people gencrally arennious to learn to read before
thoy are baptized.

A miscrly man, on being urged to give proportionately, roplicd
that that was the way he was giving., e gave in proportion to
tho religion ho had.

*“What shall T do for Christ 2" asked a young discipio of
Bishop Scelwyn.  ** Go where he 13 not, and take him with you,”
was the venerable bishop's reply.

Tho missionary apirii is nothing more than the Christian spirit
turned in a definite direction ; and therefore, to attempt to excite
the missionary spirit without the deepening of the Christian
disposition is all lost labor. I have the profoundest distrust of
all attempts to work up Christian emotion or Christian conduct
in any single dircction, apart from the deepening and increass of
that which is the foundation of all—a deoper ard a closor com-
munion with Jesus Christ.

Why aro thousands of Christian women waiting idly at home,
‘“dying for the want of something to do,” when tho appeals from
the Mission Field are sourgent *  Are they waiting for opportuni-
ties®* India alone will furnish them. Or for acall? They may
hear it in the cery which has been sounding in the church for
centuries, — ** Como orer and help us.”

It will be readily understood that our missionary brethren in
Turkey are waiting with intensc interest the report of the Com
wission appeinted by the Eurupean Powers to investigate affairs
in Eastern Turkey  The accounts that have been received indicate
that, notwithstanding the immense difliculties standing in the
way of thorough investigation, —especially the difficulty of sccur
ing testimeny from those who give it at tho peril of their lives, -
witnesscs have been before the Commision who have dared to tell
tho truth. It may fairly be cxpected that tho results of tho
investigation, which it is now said will be concluded in the course
of & few weeks, will bring to light facts which cannot be disputed,
in view of which the lluropean I’owers will be constrained to
take some decisive action. In the meantimo it is refreshing to
know that tho United States gosernment has despatched some of
its war sessels to Turkish ports on the Mediterrancan with refer-
¢oue to the protection of American citizens in that epire.

Rov. Mr. Loomx;. tho Agent of tho American Bible Socicty in
Japan, reporta that in his visits among thosoldiors in tho hospitals
ho finds not only Japanese but Chinese. These Chineso comolrom
widely dafferent parts of tho empire, and they are much impressed
by the practical demonstration of the blessings which flow from
Chrutianity. On asking a Chincse colonel at Hiroshima what ho
thought of Lhristianity, and if ho underatood the signiticance of
the red cross that was on tho sleeve of every patient, the colonel
replicd that ho knew that it was tho teachings of Christ that mado
peopio Kind to theur oncinis.  Tius Christinn work for thesoldicra
w.oll puraeate every patt of Japan and mauy parts of Chine. Un
Yebiuary 20k, theee mote Japancac Chaploine atarted for ¢ the
fivie, aahing Lveiaall. Ternussion Las aot yet been rocerved
fui fuioapiera ic gu as Chaplawus, bat the matter ia under adviso
wont.  Mausienary Herald,

V/HAT MORMONISM IS,

In 1821, over soventy-four yearsago, therelivedin Manchester,
Untario County, New York, a farmer-boy named Joseph Smith,
then but sixteen years of age. This boy said that while he was
alone in tho woods praying, two figurcs came from Heaven and
talked with him, tolling him not to join any church, becauso they
wereall wrong in tho things they taught. Two years Inter, s0
said Joaeph, tho vision camo to him four times in twenty-four
hours, telling him cach timo that there should be shown to him
a book which was now hidden in the ground. This book was to
bo taken from the greund and translated by him, and..he was to
bo the teacher of a purified religion.

Under a stone on a hill near Manchestor, Jaseph claimed that
he found the golden plates upon which the book was written. and
with thom tho two atones, the Urim and Thummim, which were
hays by tho use of which the plates were to bo transluted. For
foLr years, however, they could not be removed, and during that
time the angel instructed Josoph as to the things which he was to
teach.

At last, on September 22nd, 1827, the plates swere delivered to
Joseph. Ho did not tell in what language they were written, but
said that under tho care of the angel ho translated them, and
then returned the plates to the heavenly visitor.

This supposed translation is what is known as the * Book of
Mormeon,” and is the foundation of Mormonism. Itclaimstobea
truo history of the acttlement of America by three colonies of
emigrants ; the first of which came here as early as the timeof the
confusion of tongues, after the building of the Tower of Babel;
tho second camo about 600 B.C. ; and tho third nine years later,
though the latter two colonies did not know of cach other for
about four hundred years.

Tw~ parties, the Lamanites and the Nephites wero formed and
finally in 384 A.D. after a long war, the Nephites were all killed
and the Lamanites—Indians—were left in possession of thecountry.

Beforo the destruction of the Nephites, who were supposed to
bo very great and very good, Mormon, & commander. of their
armies, gathered together the records.of his people and copicd
thom on the golden plates. Theso werofinished by his son Moroni,
who bid them in the hill Aumorah, where, 1400 ycars later, Joseph
Smith claimed to have found them.

By those who aro not Mormons, it 13 now generally thought
that Smith made up this book of Mormon from the manuscript of
an old romance written by Solomon Spaulding and quotations from
the Bible. Aswritten by Smith the book taught very little that
was ovil, and much that was good, but all the good part was taken
from the Bible.—Ouver Sea and Land.

The growth of miesion work in Japan ie marvellous. There
aro 226 male aad 210 unmarried fomale missionaries ; (including
wives) a total of 625 ; theroare 134 stations, 750 ontatations, 864
organized churches, 8,422, adult baptized in 1894; total adult
mombership 89,240 ; theological students 363 ; nstive ministers
258 ; unordainoed preachers and helpers 536 : contribations of native
Christians (1894) about $35,000.

A nofable address has recently been made by thoe Bishop of
London to bis clergy on foreign missions. Tho points nudo wore,
first, that ministers wero bound to instruct their peoplo about
missione, not as an outside mattor, but as an integral clement in
religions lifo ; second, thas thoy first need to instruot themsclves.
Fouar speoial subjects of study wore pointed ount: (1) The New
Tostament, definitely and deliberately as 8 missionary handbook ;
{2) carly post-apoatolic missions; (3) missions of the Dark Ages;
(4) modern missions. Tho firet and fourth the bishop regarded as
moro essential. Observation leads us to believe that tho bishop's
point, that ministers firat nrod to inatruct themselzes, is as truc in
this oountry as it is in Great Britain. It is often amazing to find
the ignorance as to missionary opcrations in modern days on tho
pars of shose whoso business it is to lcad tho Lord's forces for the
conquest of tho world. Some of these whoought to be leaders
frequently speak quiio boldly of their deep interest in foreign
missiont, whilo thoy know next to nothing about them.

Frequent allosion is mado to tho deasity of the popalationn
Chiue, and lengusge 18 somaetimes ased that would imply that the
land 18 so overrun with human beings that thoy aro obliged to
hivo1n boats, on the rivers or bays. Bat as a mattor of fact the
densaty of tho population 10 China 13 bat littlo over thas of Franco,
aad aot half that of England and Wales. Not including tho vass




