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course, in the mind of the general public, that termua'ittes the
matter and leaves no room for discussion ; but yet, are there
not events that point rather to a different working out of the
probliem, if we look up the history of the past few days, or
weeks ?

The Chinese situation firat iad sonething definite to work
from in the chaos of counter claims when Great Britain
calmly declared that certain Chineso ports nust be kept
open for commercial purposes. Tihe world's eyes were turned
upon the Lion ns they wondered at the nation that thug coolly
threw down tie gauntlet. And even while they watcied for
the next move of the powers of Europe they huard the
declaration of tie 'United States in favor of the policy of
Great Britain in China. Yet the students of international
amity appear to have completely overlooked this. Perhaps
their eyes may be opened when they rend to-day that the
Anerican fleet which left for the Philippines las put in an
appearance in Chinese waters, apparently ready to lend Great
Britian a helping hand in case need of it should arise So
inuch in earnest of the United States' desire to assist Creat
Britain to keep China open to the trade of the world.

Fromn tie other standpoint there is also sonething to be
said. We are told that the North Atlantic squadron of the
British navy is lying at Bermuda. Nothing icry starting
about that. Quite truc is it that Great Brit.ain's ships àa e lainà
hundreds of times in the same harbor, and hundreds of tintes
again will they be there. But at this particular time they are
lying there with steamr up ready to moe immnediatel> upun
the receipt of urders. What impioàrtant and sudde nii e dues
Great Britain expect to imiake that she is thus holdinig rend>
for instant despatch su formidable a fleet of tarsiips 7 Wuld
it be at all strange if Great Britain shuuld be preparing
to prutect hier own trans Atlantic commerce ? Ianmediately
upon the declaration of war Spanish warships would,
undoubtedly, blockade Ameriéan ports and seize upon any
and all ships ingoing ur outward bound.

In that case New York would, of course, bu the greatest
sufferer. During the fiscal year 1896 7, exports of domestic
nerchandise from that port amounted te $3S2,610,975, or

tnearly four times those from any other city in the United
States. The total domnestic exports of the United States
during the saine period were but$1,032,007,603, showing that
New York exported over one-third of the total. Of the total
of thuse exports the United Kingdon took 8478,448,392, and
other British possessions (exclusive of Canada) took S46,433,
339, a total of $524,052,237 of supplies which Britain annu
ally requires from tite 'United States. New York exported
foreign merchandiso during the saine time to the value of
$9,068,932. The total foreign exports of the United States
were $18,985,953, so we sec New York sent nearly half of the
whole amount.. Of this total the United Kingdom took
$4,821,806 worth and other British possessions (again
excluding Canada), touk $394,481 worti, a grand tvtal of
$î,216,287.

Then take up the exporta of the United Kingdom ad ottur
Britisht possesMiUns, to the '.ited States durinig 1,he san.
3ear. WC find that of the total inipurtâ int the *United
States fronm ail cuunti.ic, of S7G4,730,412 New York received
goods to the amount of $480,G03 ,-so-utcr laf the total.
The United Kingdumu sent t the United States goods t tlie
amount of $167,947,820. Othter British possessions (ninus

Canada) sent $45,171,935, which imeas gouds from Great
Britain and lier colonies to the extent of $213,019,73.

Nuw, what dlo we deduce from aIl titis? Let us make a
comparison or two and see what conclusion it forces us to.

New York city expurts over orie-third of the total dunestic
ierchandise exported by the United States. Thun, at the
least calculation, site umust, send $175,000,000 of goods tO
British territory (not including Canada). New York sends
out over one-half the foreign mterchandise exported by the
United Suates. Then i iLtmust send at least, 2,500,000 worth
to Britishi possessions. New York receives much more titan
half tite tital imports of tite Unted States. Tien New
York must receive about S110,000,000 of British gogds.
Thus ait a very moderate estimate, and leavinig out Canada's
immense trade, which is principally conducted by rail, there
is at least S287,000,000 of triade for which Great Britain
must keep open the port. of New York free fron blockade by
Spanish warships.

Is it at all beyond the bounds of possibility--rather is it
nut a probability that a British fleut ready for instant service
at, Bermuda, is there for nu other puîrpose than to prevent the
Spatis.ha front blockading Nuw Yurk IHisturi tells us of the
deeds of Spanish buccateers arad pi%.satteerzrnen un the iag
,eas when, they saa.kcd and s.uttled iainy treauruships and
miiercthaîatiiat. Tiheir greatet. opJportuntty tu datmage the
Untited States would bu b the adoption of such niethoda of
attack. They would blockade New York and seize. upon
uscr lip ithait tried tu rua the blockadu. That nuuld iteat

grea.t luss tu British trade, anid ture is nou surer niiay tu ruuse
the Mistress of the Se.a thain by inifringing, nu matteur iou
littLe, upon her cnnerce. Thie prutetivin of Nen York
unidur thtee cirsmtstan-ces buoimtes imiiper.atite. It, uuld be
unniecessar to protect othur Atlantic purts be-,ausu the whtole
trailic might be easily conducted througi New York. Tite
necessity of su.h asitotin is ,till more apparent, whien we
tunsidelr that tLie 'osUtkne o! trade alonsg thi particular litue
would be su immttensely increased by reason of New York
being the only safe port of entrance and exit. Great Britain's
action vould be in the interest of many other nations who
would take advantage of the privileges ier armed forces were
offering then, and continue to trade with the United States,
via New York. Is it likely that Great Britain would allow
lier commerce tW lose three iundred million dollars a year bu-
cause Spain undertook to blockade Nev York 1 Or is it likely
that she would undertake an occan patrol and invite the Dons
to keep away from New York and du tieir fightinîg else-
where 1 Is it likely that such action would cause opposition
frotm uther countries ? Or is it likely they wili be rather in-
clined to support Great Britain's stand 1 IIere is food for
reilection for the European news gatirurs wou supply news
to tie United States public. It may also bu in order for
such hairbrained publications as the New York Journal to
rejuice tat their j'ingu fuininatiorns and % apurings at the tim
of the Venezuela scare did not result in permanently
ant-aigotnt uIg Great UJritain. Hiad auJl been ithe casu where
woud ihe Unitted Sttes and its Lau.tp. cuottn'nterciaisupremacy
be m ia a iurdu of Spanisl pri'.ateers destru tng e% cry dullar a
worth of lier forcign trade. Our sltortrsmghted Unmted States
frieadb should %.isit sumne interntaitionai uesitL, and, if possitie,
securu a ut, of pîuwerfui glasses tu asts, ,bietr, at, present,
very immperfect international vision.


