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ter, good laws, and unslunxbering oversiglit." Mr.
Talcott Williams before the saine association closed a
very able spech withi the words : 'lDeatli is an acci-
dent ; but provident care for the future and the lov'e
vvhich prompts it-tiese are niot accidents. tifé iinsur-
ance is not au accident. It coules froin the saine uni-
versai love whichi, brooding over sinfuil huinanity, raises
it to a higlier plane aîî' a better lîfe. As I see insur-
auce grow, as 1 sec the $4,00o,000,000 of to-day becoine
$12,000,000,000 a decade hience, I feel that it is addi-
tional proofs for those

'1Iilo trust thant God is love ind(lcd.
Aud love, creatioti's final Il'

In ail address before the Detroit association, Mr. 1-..
R. Frazer said : "«It is wvondeerftu1 whiat life inisurance
has accornplishied iii this country. It is ixot nxcasured
simply by inoncy. You have inspircd. seif-reliance.
No mani caîi lb a self-relian)t, independent mn 'vho is
a metîdicant. Yon haw. e.L-auglit the people that they cau
be independexit anîd takze care of theinselves, and leave
a conipetency to takze care of thieir faniilies wvhcîî they
are gone, and snch mnen are the stuif out of whilîi
armies are niade wlhcn we are tieatcncd by any other
povver ini the %vorld." flefore thc Chicago association,
lion. Thomas B. Bryani iii a ýspeechi of great power de-
clared: " If a maîîii of tlîre-scorc years ruay give the re-
suit of bis obse-. ýatioii and experience, spicifding more
than liaif of that tinie ili Uhc suttleniiexit of estates, I un-
hesitatingly declare tlîat your calling, life iinsurance,
as conducted lionestly by the standard conîpanies of
Aierica, rak~auong the higliest fornis of litnta
beneficence, and is cntitlcd to univcrsal acceptance.'

These wvords, fromn speeches delivcred before the var-
ious associaticîls of our country, are object lessons for
the educationl of the people. Our presence here to-day
= plaszes the uscfulîicss of the local associations,

thogh %vhichi lias corne the establishmient of titis Na-
tional Association, whosc inîflucence lias already been
feit throughout the land. As a great advisory body ih
will suppleinent and enîcourage the %vork of the varions
local associations, and stiuîulate the formation of iiew
ones, unhil througliont our country the field workers will
bejoiued togetiier ini one great unîity of concurrent ac-
tion. * * *

Trhe mission of our associations is to encourage a co-
operation whlîi perpetuates wvlint is good and fro\vns
upon xvlîat is bad; whlîi niakes even conîpetition a
lielp rather thani a huîîdraîîce to the gexieral advaîîce of
the business; a co-operatioîî Nvitli thc officers of coin-
pallies ini their efforts to carry forward ticir work so as
to rcflect liornor tuponi the cause; a co-operation which
fostcrs personal frieîidships; a union Nvlîose influence
shirnulates a hecalthy growth of life itîsuraxîce ini the
world-

Professional pride is an imîportanth elenient ini secur-
ig aiypermianenit stcccss. Ilîclispeiîsab)leiii war where

dangers threaten on cvery side, it is no lcss important
ini peaceful pursuits %vlîere Itigli ideals woo to nîoble
achievenients. Pride iin sclîolarly athaixîniients is as i-
portant as love of kniowledgc as ail incentive ho %vin the
blcssings ofl truc culture. Pride in a niahion's prowess
anid a nlationi's possibilities cliaracterize truc patriotismi
as inucli as the wvillinguîess ho jeopardize life iin defezice
of one's niative land. The local associations awakcen in'
the nicaubers this connuetidable pride, to bc faýitlîful
workers iii a callilig %wlîose blessings cover humnaîity
as the heavciîs benld over the earth.

WTih this pride inspiring ail truc mien and w'ith a
nauhual trust iii the miotives wvhicli art actuatiîîg cadli
other, a closer union tItan eve!r before wvill cliaracterize
those engaged ini our businîess. It is not drainig uponi
ýotr imiagination to Proplîesy tlîat in the lnear future it
is anîong the possibilities that tiiere will be callcd an
insurance congress, conîposcd of del-gates froltu this

National association, tic executive officers of couîpalies
the Medical 1]:xaniiîers' and Actuaries' associaions'>
Inisuranice Jourxîalists' association, and repre,.*ttxves
fromn the Insurance Conuniiissioiers' association. such
an assenîbly, coumposed of mnen wvhosc best tatotighî lias
beeti given ho the considerahion of the vast itîterests ini.
volved iii the laws, mlanagemientý, and progrcss of lie in.
surance %vould be of incalculable value, niot oiily to the
compauies, but to the great insuring public-

VICE-PRESIDEINT ALEXAN~DER AT THE LIE
tTNDERWRITERSI BANQUET MN NEW YoRKç.

Anaong the after-diiîîner speakers ait the close of the
banquet giv'en by the National Assocjitioii0 ife1
Undervvritcrs at tlieir recetît anumal incetiîîg in e
York, was Vice-Presidcîît Jamies WV. Alexanîder. of the
U-quitable Life. After soniiew~ithyalluisionisto thlepre
sent gathering, Mr. Alexander procccded to s>

Gentlemen, wvhilc wve inay have onr jest, I (tu itot fail
to remnember that we are serionis nmen eniged iii serious
busin.ess. I know of nio calling whichi for sncctss
requires more brains, more pluck-, umore iudici.irt, more
aIl around capacity thîan that of tlîc lifé iiisuranc
agent. 1h is a geîîeral iimpressionl -filot a1 gelteral
impression perhaps, but it is an inmpression mihicli pre
vi'als ini sonie regions-Iliat a manî wlîo lia: failed ai
everytlîing cIse cati take up the life insurance hsnn
Tliat is îîot the fact. A mian of thiat charcL-r %vent
soine tiinie ago to thîe president of a life iîsunrucc coin-
pan>', and said: " lDo you tlîiîk I would niake a good
life insurance agent?" He knew tlîis mnt verv ivell.
Il Vell,'' said lie, Iliii aIl canidor, I mîust say tliat I do
îlot tlink lyouw~onild.'' ''\lîy,''li siid, *itcoes noi
require mucli ability ?- The president ad Bu
you knowv it requires soine*"

Nowv, I believe that the work done by a true and
lionest life insurance agent is second oiily'to that dont
by a aninister of the gospel, the licaler of souls, 1
won't cxcept evemi the pliysician, th iclar uf bodie.
I believe that the lifé insurance mnii vL.o coîîscin.
tiously goes at bis wvcrk is doing wvork for the betfit
of nîankind ; anîd you wvill fluîd, genîtlenmen, thiat the maii
wvlio kecps the second table of the decalogn<. aund loves
lais iciglibor, is the ni iiîvariably wvho ktvep)s thtefirsi
table of the decalogue aîd !oves lus Ood; anîd vou ivll
fiîîd just the saine, tîîat the life insurance a1gent wvho
uses the expurgated editioa of Vic tiwo table <lecalogue,
and leaves ont the iuith conîialidniient, ki the iinan %Tho
tratuples thc fi rst table nîder lais feet anîd inakzes gain
lus god. The life insurance agents arc doitîg a %vork
for thîe beniefit of mankind, and for timeir mîciglîbor. "e

\%Ve have tiiena every day atnd ofcevery k-i:d, and 1
im1agiiîe thuat life insurance agents %viIl ngrec with me
wilen I say that perhaps if 1 wvere to single out ont
obstacle as the greatest, I would, say it vva- albumen.
\Vlîat a trouble albumen is. i libsîe. îwiic
capital lias l>cen sacrificed to it. W~e have to day ivith
our ctcmpany a getleman, Getîcral Colli,, w-loni many
ofyou kiîowv. Soîle tinue uigo lie lvas expected (tongke
a speech rih an agenîts' convention, anîd lie -laid to him-
self, IlI will chîoose a stubject tîîat ail the agents ait
iiîtercsted, iii, aîîd I %vill speak abouit aîuainAnd be
%vet tho a iiiedical dictioîîary ho Iok tp the bubt
,and stucly it a littie, anîd lie searclîed froîti une enîd to the
other, anîd lie conîd flot find, any>tlîiîg about it; lie said:
IIThaîîk God, tîtere is one place thicy doiî't fuîîd akb-
anenl."

Now, Mir. Presidezît anîd genitlemenc, wlîat is hCe
object of this great association ? WVly, it is to elevale
this noble calliîîg, and ho niake it easy for a nîoble run
ho advaîîce in it. Anid it is a spîcîîdid )Ibjcct. WhcD
you have reached the result of your anihition, ire rl
have nîo more unfair conîpetitioti, -c %vil hlave nto more
fraud, Nve wilI liave no muorc bickcriîig anîd btrifc, Te


