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THE TRIOMPHS OF DUTY
1,
CUAPTER XX.
TIHF ARBITRATION,

On Arthur’a roturn to London he
waa agreeably steack with the bappy
look of hisgrandfather. ‘Vas it merely
tho affectionate feeling that the one bo
most loved wns again beside him, or
did tho arrival of tho letters reassure
hie hopus? Arthur could not deter
mine tho point, and began to question
his lordship on the contidence he atill
felt in the issue of the arbitration ;
but Lord Charleton, placing his finger
on his lips, said that moro than strong
hopo would bo premature, aod our
hero becamo for the next hour absorbed
in a letter from Lady Clara Moorland.

“My dear cousin-—I risk what may
appear superfluous to the sympathy of
our friendship, a renowed agsuranco of
that which you wmust claim through
life, fidelity in my regard for you,
which no accident can diminish.
Shoald tho arbitration deprive you of
you. title and position as head of your
long line, the wise precaution of Lord
Charleton in creating a new branch to
his house in your person, and vyour
accession to tho family property by
purchase, keops you among the landed
gentry who aro, for the most part,
younger branches of tho nobility, or
sofliciently ancient to be termed the
untitled aristocracy” I am too much
of an artist not to agree with your
grandfatber, that there exists between
you certain family characteristics that
are unmistakable to one whe can dis-
tinguish Letween modellivg and color-
ing. Therefore you will ever bo the
¢ Arthur Bryce’ of our first meoting to
your faithful friend angd cousin,

Crans Moorraxp.”

This was the first time she bad ever
traced a line to him. His adveraity
hod caused them to flow thus gracefully
from her gencrous heart  Lady Olara
had not requested any information,
direzt from himself, of the result of
the arbitration; but as he folded up
her first letter and placed it near his
heart, he felt that, should the decreo
be adverse, heo could roveal it tho
sooner to her.

On the imsportant day our hero was
not required to bo present. The in-
vestigation of whether ho was the
future Earl of Charleton or Leon
Bauvin could not be assisted by a
witness who, at tke date in question,
wasten monthsold. The present enr),
accompanied by his two most anxious
friends, the Marguis of Seaham and
the Duake of Peterworth, arrived at
the sppointed room in Somerset House,
just after Mr. Gerard Woolton and
his party, among whom were Colonel
Whynno and the two eldest sons of
the marquis of Penzance The wit-
nesses for the plaintiff’ recounted their
several experiences of the artfal sub.
stitution of onc infaut for the other by
the Countess de Courtrai, in which the
danughter, if not active, was a passive
participat: r. The counsel for the de-
fence the . rcad the letters of tbe
accused passive participator. Tbhey
produced a marked effect, bot wern
soon nullified by the assertion of the
chief witness—the former lady's maid
—that the young Lrdy Stenmore, at
tho time of her infant’s deatb, was so
bewildered with grief, that her mothor
could persuade her to anytbing, and
actually did induce ber to helievo that
she had had a brain fever, the effect of
which remained to make her mistake
ono child for the other. Thus, the
Jetters being written by an innocently
deceived person, instead of a partici-
pator in the plot, rendered them insuf-
ficient to overthrow tho testimony of
tho tbreoc former servants, that on tho
9th of February, 1833, at the town of
Dieppe, in Normandy, at tho turn of
the morning, died Arthur Philip Dicu-
donne Bryce Woolton, Viscount Stan-
more, aged ten months; and thst a
falso certificato was written by his

authorities by the man-servant, ono of
the prosent witnesscs, mountioning the
death in hor bouse, Ly fever, of Leon
Bauvin, fostor-brother of hor grandson,
son of Julos Bauvin, soldier of the
regimont of Zouaves in Algiers, and of
Sophie Muscat, his wife, nged oloven
months, Tho chiof wituess, Lucille
Brontel, former lady’s maid, furthor
deposed that she watched Malame de
Courtrai tako tho coarse linon off the
little living child, and place on him
the fino cambric and lace, saying,
“ Nothiug benceforth but what is
choiceat and best for tho little Arthur
Dicudonne.. To this last statement,
however, the counsol for defenco begged
to romind the arbitrators that they
just heard mentioned, in the letters of
Lady Stanmore, that during tho vaging
fover of the little Leon, he was given
the softer linen of tho foster-brother,
which might, very probably, have loft
tho infant viscount with no resources
but to be supplied with tho coarser
wardrobe of the little peasant. Thers
was now a pause. One of the arbitra.
tors then gaid :

* Has the dofendant anything to
produce that can overbalance thig
strong circumetantial evidence "

The Earl of Oharleton then arose
and said :

“ My lords and gentlemen, you have
heard in the defence of the accusation
brought against the Countess de Cour-
trai, that the nurse of her grandchild
and mine was seized with a dangerous
and contagious fover, from which,
leaviog ber under eflicient care, tho
wholo family fled, the two ladies and
their servants bearing with them to
the ses-side, not only their cwn precious
infant, but also the little child of the
nurse, who soon became the chief
object of their tender care and painful
anxiety. You have beard passages in
the letters, which give the opinion of
the medical man at Dioppe, that one
child having caught the fever, while
the other escaped, was to be accounted
for by tho circumstance, that the
nurse’s infant always slept with its
mother: the littlo viecount always in
the room of his own wmother, Lady
Stanmore, in a little crib, close to her
bed. DBoth infants wero partially
weaned. These circumstances, oy
lords and gentlemen, although to be
duly considered, you havo not deemed
suflicient to outweigh the preponderat-
ing evidencé given on the side of the
plaintiff. I havo been prepared for
this, because, extraneous of the kaow-
ledge I possess of the character of
Madame de Courtrai, they would not
have sufliciently satisfied my own
mind. I have, therefore, had recourse
to anatomical science, to place beyond
s doubt that the child interred in the
cemotery at Dieppe was not my grand-
son, Much bas been said of the like-
pess between the two infants; but,
with the exception of the eyes, it was
moroe likeness of age and coloring, than
of featuro and form. I coanld never
have wmistaken them beyond an instant.
I had perceived each month certain
characteristics to develep more strong-
ly, which would, in after life, bave
rendered easy their immediato recogni-
tion. I, therefore, invited the viwit of
our eminent surgeon and publisher on
anatomy, Sir Bentley Burder, and to
meet him, ono of the most celebrated
artists for the Ilustrated News, Mr.
Otway ; of whom I had been told that
ho could, at a glance, rotain and place
accurately on paper, every characteris-
tic of a form and face. These two
gentlemen met three weeks ago at my
house in Carlton Gardens, and were
introdnced to my grandsonm, Viecount
Stanmore. Mr. Otway made a full-
length eketch of Lord Stanmore, and
then, under the minutoe direction of
Sir Bentley, a careful anatomical
drawing of the faco and of the hand.
This letter was to mo especially valua-
blo as o test.  Through tho interest of
my friend, the Marquis of Secaham,
now DMinister for Foreign Affairs, I

maternal grandmother, and sent to the

obtained tho permission of the Fronch

govornmont to exhumo the skoleton of
the infant in the cometary at Dieppe,
Two Boglish surgeons, selooted for
their profound anstomical knowledgo
by Sir Bentloy Burder, ond tho chicf
surgeon of Dieppo, mado their observa-
tions togethor, and also tho following
altestation, to which thoy linve aftixed
their names ; and which Mr. Caldwoll,
one of two English surgoons, now pre-
seat, will read alcud :

“ We, tho undersigned, charged with
tiio secrot confidential commission from
the Earl of Oharloton, and, under tho
protection of the English and Fronch
governments, arrived in Digppe on tho
third of May, 1864. Wo proccodod,
by appointment, to the house of the
Sous-Profoct, whera tha police officors,
having proviously arranged everything,
accompauied us to the chapel of the
cometery. DMonsicur Foulet, tho chiuf
surgeon, and his assistant, bad alrcady
arrived, Some formularies wore gone
through, to prove that the skeleton
befora us was the child buried on the
9th of February, 1833, as Leon Bauvin.
We then proceeded to the anatomical
examination of the face and hands, as
follows : the head, a well-formed, fall
oval, tho orbit of the eye large, the
cheok-bones high, the lower jaw bone
short and square, the hand thick ond
strong, the bones perfect, the wrist
large. (Signed,)

WiLLian CaLpweL,
Tuomas Hexry Nenpuay,
Axtoive FouLer.”

The one then present of tho three
surgeons, read the following testimony
of Sir Bentley Burder, on theanatomical
examination of the head and band of
Viecount Staumore:

“ The head, a well-formed long oval,
the eycs large, the nose Grecian, the
check-bones small, the lower jaw-bone
delicate, and rather long snd narrow,
the hand long and slender, the wrist
saall, (Sigued,)

BexTrey Burber.”

Mr. Caldweoll thon came forward,
and mentioned that the written testi-
mony of Sir Bentley had not been
shown toeither himself or Mr. Neodham,
previous to their journey; and was
thor further proceeding to point out
the peculiarities distinct in the two
formations, when Sir Bentley, in
evident haste and excitement, entered
tho room; and, after having bowed
right and left, and all round, took the
sign from Mr. Caldwell, tbat his
presence was opportune, all prelimin-
arics baving been duly despatched.

CHAPTER XXI.
THE WITNESSES,
Sir Bentley then commenced :

“ My lords and gentlemon present,
in addition tothe teatimonial just read,
I bave to mention some perticulars
relating to the visit paid last moath to
the Ear! of Charleton, when the examin-
ation was mado of the head and band
of Viscount Stanmore. The gentleman
artist who accompanied mo was so much
struck with tho resemblance in profile
of the grandfatber and grandson, that,
whilo he was awaiting his instructions,
he drew, for his own amusemen*, the
two profiles, sido by side, and wrote
beneatb, *twenty and sixty.” Lord
Charleton, on secing 1t, said, ‘add
eleven years to tho sixty, sir, and your
sketch is wonderfully correct.’ His
lordship then made to us both the
same comwent yon have hosrd uf the
likencss in oyes and general coloring
between Lord Stanmore, whon an
infant, and his little foster-brotber:
cach being, in these respects, like bis
mother ; but that there were marked
characteristics of form and expression
belonging to his father’s face in Lord
Stanmore, which time had, as he
expected, more fully developed ; bu’
which, even from his birth, were, to
Lord Obarleton, distinguisbable from
those of the other child. I noted, in
my pocket-book, precisely as Lord
Charleton cnumerated to me, these
bereditary characteristics, and I now
draw them forth for the first {ime, to

compare them with those just made by

our soientifo gontlemon on the little
skoloton at Diepps : first mentioning,
that on parting, tho earl risked theso
romarkablo words : ¢ Should the gentle-
mon whom you havo selected testify
that, in the infant skoleton at Dieppe,
they have found the head o longer
oval, the check-bonos amaller, the chin
moro pointed, and the hand and foot
moro slender tban thoso of Lord Stan-
more, I may then bogin to doubt,’”

Sir Bently now, taking from bir.
Caldwell the paper sigued by the three
surgical anatomists, proceoded to com-
pare the structure of tho two infants :
first informing the arbitratora and the
rost of tho svlect assembly, that the
circumstanco of ono of theso infants
having grown up to manhood, throw
no difliculty in tho way of the exper-
ionced aunatomist. ‘I'he two pnpors
were handed round to all who bad any
responsibility in tho utterauce of their
judgment; aftor which Sir Bentley
thus resumed: ,

“Seeing, therefore, my lords and
gontlemen, that, by the test of art and
science, the little skeloton at Dieppo
bears no resemblance to the Earl of
Charleton, while, on the contrary, the
young gentloman, called Viecount
Stanmore, does bear the very facial
lines of that nobleman, and tho slender
fawily hand and foot, we, scientific
mep, enter our protest ageinst the een-
tence sought to be pronounced, that
the infants were chavged.”

Lord Charleton then requested to
put some questions to the three former
sorvants of Madame de Courtrai, which
was granted ; and, with visible reluc.
tance, they stood at length before him,
His lordship first spoke to the nurse,
saying, in French :

“My good Sophie, I recognizo you
perfectly well. I remember you as a
warm-hearted, industrious, and faith-
ful creature ; also as very fond of play
when work was over,—another good
feature in a character. The only thing
I cannot aatisfactorily make out in the
part you are given now to play, is,
your character of witness. A witness
is 8 porson who has reen someothing ;
and the meaning is stretched to a per-
son who has heard something. Now,
the scone of this supposed plot, to
change your living child into my dead
grandson, was the seacoast town of
Dieppe, where you never were. (on-
sequently, as you could neither see nor
hear from Vereailles what was passing
at Dieppe, at what part of the history
do you start forth as witness {”

Here Lucille, the lady's maid, re-
minded her thus:

* Whep tha ladies came back.”

“Oh! yes,” said Sophic. “ When
the ladies came back, my lord, I saw
that the live child they brought -back
was my child.”

“*Now, listen, Sophie, and you, my
lords and gentlemen, to a fow short
extracts from the lotters already ro-
ferred to:—*The worst is now over,
dear paps, of all our late affliction—
the aunouncement to poor Sophie that
ker littlo Leon was really dead ; for,
of course sho had been prepared for
the event by being informed that the
child bad already caught the disease
from her, snd carried the seeds of it to
Dieppe, to the great danger of us all.
Mamma saved me, as she had promised,
the agony of telling her the worst.
When sho had relieved herself by
tears, I went to ber with the beautifal
locks I had cut off at the commence-
went of the fuver; also with a minia-
ture I bad painted of him surrounded
by clouds, to show be had become an
angel. Sho knows not which to prize
tho most—the hair or the likeness
At length I ventured to fetch our
little Arthur, telling her she should
always look on herself as his other
mother. She almost dovoured bim
with kisses, but then began to weep
sgain; and showed her griof in a way
8o poetical, that I must relate it:—
She caught up the locks of hair I had
brought, and, placing them on Arthuvs
head, bent her lips on them, that she



