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fuith to remove the mountzin of sin, yet how | Sce that they are for the glozy of God, o
often in a particular case of difficulty.—~how 'the welfare of the chureh, or for the g
often when a difficulty lies in the path of duty, "temporal, spiritual, or eternal, of voursel
they have not faith to remove this mountain! ' or of others,

Before this mountain they stagger—they  Perhups you say your faith is weak,
waver. The factis, theve is still in their heart ' that vou cannot so pray, as to be fully
doubt and uubelief: and henee it is that Christ, ! suaded that what you pray for shall be gra
in making his solemn declaration of the power ' yon. But consider that there is,no reason
-of faith, distinctly guards the believing sup-'you should remain weak in the fuith, 1
pliant against all doubting, as in the next!irue, you can have fith only according to
-words: “And shall not doubt in his heart, but ' proportion given yous and that Christ
shall believe that these things which he saith ' ot despise or condemn those that are w
shall come to pass, he shall have whatsoever ! in the faith : but it is equally true that the w
he saith,”  Alas! there is too apt to lic in the | est faith may be made strong by the fait]
heart, even of believers, @ mountain of doubt | improvement of the measure given, and
and unbelief.  ‘This is the greatest of all| Christ rebukes his people, on account +f ¢
moeuntains.  Lct this be removed, and the!little fuith.  On one occasion, he said to I
other mountain of difticulty will soon disap- (), thou of little fuith, wherefore dost t
pear. Lot their praver, thérefore, in the first ' doubt?” On another occasion, he said
place, be—* Lord, help thou our unelief; in- ' some of his disciples,  Why are ye so fear!

crease owr fuith.”

Application—Da you helieve®  Have you'!
taith 11 Ged ? - Are you righteous—righteous
in the gospel sense, 1. ., justified by the grace '
and sanctiticd by the Spirit of God ? Remember !
that it is indispensable to efticacious prayer—
to praefer that shall certainly prevaii, that you
are believers. O see, then, that you are born
again,~—that you are children of the kingdom,
and have an mterest in the promises.

Ye vnregenerate, pray. It is vour duty to
pray.  Prayer is 2 means of grace. Though
vour prayer be not the voice of the spirit of
adoption, but only the outery of distressed
nature, and therefore not the prayer which
commands the blessing, vet it is a means of
grace. and God is found in the use of means.
‘t'he outery of nature may issue in true prayer
-—that prayer which ensures acceptance. ‘The

'
I

l

How is it, that ye have no taith ™ It is pi
therefore, that strong fuith is within
reach; for Christ would never have fo;
fault with men for nut possessing that w
they could not possess.

1t is youi duty and privilege to ask for
needful blessing, both temporal and spirn
It is your duty and privilege to make, in \
prayers, specific supplication for particular
jects.  When trials, and ditliculties, and a
tions assail you, spread the roll of them,
Hezckiah did Scunacherily’s threatening lu
before the Lord, and ask, in faith, that so:
ing, you muay reecive strength and direc
from on high.

Ask, desiring what vou need, and fully
peeting that the Lord will grant your req
in what is really good for you; and it
certainly be given you. You shall find

door of prayer is open'to you; O seethat you  your petition Las ween granted you. Y
enter it! Who knows to what it may lead | shall find that you »hall have the appropn
vou. ltmay lead w0 the forgivencss of your auswer to your prayer. Your hearts shali
gins, and to your obtaining an inheritance assured, that the uceded blessing, if for
among them that are sanctified. present denied, will at length, in God's

To Simon Magus, who was destitute of true ; time and way, be bestowed, Your awill s
faith, and had neither part nor lot in the biess-  he conformed to God's will, in the matter,
ings of the gaspel, the Apastle Peter, even you shall say, you know you have rece

when pereeiving him to bein the gall of bit- | your petition. ‘i
terness and in the hond of iniquity suid,| Believers, see that your particular requesif'.
* Repent of this thy wickedness, and pray God | holy. See, that in offering it, you per n
it perhaps the thought of thine heart may be | that you are under the impulse of the Spiri ol
forgiven thee.” ~God: that you have the Spirit’s teaching E

Believers, stir up the grace that i< in you. help. Sce, 1 say, that your prayer is gracio
O see that you prayv in the exercise of faith. _that your prayer may he united to the i
Remembher that it is the effectual, fcr\‘on’,:oession of the great Intercessor, and so
praver of the righteons man that availeth  certainly prevail.
much.  See that you pray in the spirit. Inall|, Belicvers, when you are praying for o par
vour pravers, implore the help of God's Holy | cular person, see that your prajer be ind
Spirit.  See that you pray. having confidence ; inwrought, fervent prayer. When you

in prayer as to the things prayed for. Think | for an unregencrate person, you will notpr ‘\‘
how dishonoring to God, to come to him to | particalarly on the instant, for his salvai ‘]
ask. without any expectation from or trust in  that he may have a holy death, or.a happy lsil
him, as to what is asked. At the same time, leasc: that cannot be the prayer of faith: i

see that you ask not what is amiss, See that | you dv not know that it is God's will to s
all your prayers are grounded on the promises. ' that” particular person: he may he-xepro
Sec that the things you pray for are agreeable , But you will pray for' his conversion ; for
to God’s revealed will; see that they are with- | is according to the will of God. Your de
m the compass of the ecommand or the promise. | will then be the desire of God himself.



