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gland." At the saine time the clînrch
wardens and vestry were authorize t(
asscss the flaithtdi for the support o
ordinances, andi justices of the peaet
were empowerced to grant warrants o
distress agailist stieh a%3 rifusetl to pa>
their dues aller oîîe îuonth's notice.

Along«-standing grcv nc aong th(
dissenters sceins to hiave been the ex«
elusive privilies claimed by the Churcli
of Englandti o inarry by license, atiL
whiat madie maUters ivorse, ini parishes
where there wvas no àl:nkitcr of' the
Church of Englanti, xîot only were the

Dissenters ". ignoreti, but inrsuit ivas
atideti to injury, it lvis algtby the
goveriment conferring on certain lay-
inin coininissioned for 'thiat pur-pose, the
powver of celebrating the rite of iarriag«c.
I n spite ofecontinnteti remnonstranees the
practice was coutiniued, andi inleeti was
stili in force at the datte of àMr. Halibur-
top's wvriting (1828), andi, if we are not
inisiaformnet, is in brce to this day in
sonie parts of Newfoundlanti.

'Ihen, the Church of Englani %vas
clcarly in the ascciancy in Nova Seotia.
But time wrouglit changes ; Ibr, in 182 7,
the Presbyterians claimeti 37,225 of the
inhabitants, anti the Chureli of 1Eniglanid
28,000, the Church of Roie at the saine
tim-e numbering 20,401. Tie ?detho-
tiists 9,408. anti the J3aptists 19,790. The
comiparative progrcss cf the several
bodies sînce tha t tie appears froni thc
nunibers ereditud to eaeh by thc cenuss
of 1871, as fo>llows: Preshyterians, 103,-
517 ; Roman Catholies. 102,001 ; Bap-
tists 73,430; Church of Eng«lai, 55,124 ;
Meîhodists, 40,87 1. Of 'tlie classes of
Presbyterians enierateti, llie census
gives th)e Free Glwrch, î.5,427; - C1rcý
of Scoldand, 21,539 ; Reformed Pei,
terian, 3,722 ; Presbbterùî»is, not -,peciaI-
ly designateti, 2851.

In eXplanation of the preponderance
of the first nanieti, ir issufficient te state
that at the time of the division which
took place ini 1844, most of thc minîsters
belonging to the Chia-ceh of Scotland
returneti tu thteir native country; the
remainder, with thrce exceptions, joineti
the seceding part.y; andi se it came
about that for several ycars the minister
of Mýchennan*s 11ountain, anti Messrs.
Martin anti Scott, iii Halifax, werc the
soie representatives of the Churcli of
Scotlant iii Nova Scotia. There %were

no 4e" Clergy Ileserýves," andi conscqincntly
no Commutation Fuandi; andi %viiie it is

f truc that the colonial Comînittec have
>ail alon, re.;pondeti most generotisly te

t Uic caîls îiaeupon thcmn t1rin i Le to
timle, boîh for nien and mlolu>, these
churchles Iaboîîring, as compîaredl with
the Chuircli in Canlada, at a disadvaiage

*in a pecuuiary sense, have nevertlieless
done hi uyfttitlyadielal
inra spri of aiethful>' which acctnt

frtesaitist>,tctorv progress that lias
been ni vde anti theiîr present prospcrity.

The Synoti of the Church of the Mari-
tim Provinces in ceninection with the
Church '9f scotdani 11,1, at thc time of
the Union, forty-one Congre-atiois, of
which fifteen are iii New Bruniswick,
leaving tVcnty-six for Nova Scotia,
Prince Edwmrd Islandi antid wbît~
land.

ST. SLAT'i iiEW' , AIrAX.

This oldest congregation ini coîncection
with thse Chiureh of Scot.land wvas ogn
izud at tise time of' the first set tiemlent
of the place, anti %vas originah-ly calleti
IMather's Chutrchi," in honour of the

distinguisheti Newv Englanti divine, Cot-
ton M.sther. The naine St. Matthew's
Nvas probably suggestcd by the similarity
of souid, as beîngr more in accordance
ivith the fliness of* thiîtg-s. it hati been
origiiially designateti as tise IlProtestant
Iùissenting Jongregation"1 in contra-
distinction te the Anglican Chîurch, anti
con tinueti te be known by tliat naine till
17 90, w lin Dr. Brown was pastor. 'fite
original founiders of the congregatioti
ivere sectlers froîn Ne%- Englanti, whîicls
accounits for tise naine at first wsunied.
But, îýmadua1lv, as thc Scotchi eleintent
pruvaieti, tsvo parties becanie forîned,
tic one New Eniglanti andl Dissentînge
thc other " Scotch aniNational."
Eventually Lte latter seeins to have
prevaileti in se far thiat application was
inade by theni te the University of
Bdlinbur'h to sappty thc vacancy iii
1786. 6n~ te ether hianîl thte - Dissen-

tn eleusent prevaileti te thc extent
ofsecuring the use of tVatt's [lyinis,

anti tîese continued i u se tilI wvithîin
tîse last few ycars.

'nie Chsurcîs Records having been
tiestroyeti by tire, there reinain no officiaI
documients f roi îvhich to trace wîîh
accuraey tIse details of its early history-


