
THE LAWT OP DIVORCE IN4 CANADA. 6

cases will have to be rnateriallY inci-eased as well as the nuinber
of Judges. It is a deplorable business, this clarnor of the younig

people of this age to be f reed fro.-î bond.s whieh they hastily took
upon themselves, and do net hesitate to break. Probably, how-

ever, if the Senate gets rid of these cases, applications May become
fewer when they corne to the Courts. There have been appli-
cations granted by the Senate which would neyer have been

entertained by the Courts, such as cames ini %hieh the uncoroborated
testixrony of one witnes8 had been held. sufficient to inake an order,
ignoring the oppor-tlnity that such a departuie from the ordinary
rules of evidence afforda for fraud and collusion.

The article referred te reads as flo3-
'There is at present a complete lack of, and an urgent need for

uniforniity in rrarriage aud divorce law throughout the Empire.

This receives apt illustration f rein the circxur stance -that the

'Matrimonial Causes Act, 1857, is net ini force in lrelandç, niany

Provices3 cf Canada, xrany M'est Indian islands and other C.rowri

colonies «. -etc. The Don iein (in its geographîcal sense) of

Canada is particullarly an objeet lesson in t1iis respect, and tvo

appeals to thc Privy Council have reccntly been concluded in

which it, has at length been finally scttled that the provincial

Courts in Manif oba and Alberta hiave the %same p)oei-s of grant-

ing di-vorce as wcre confcrred on the " Court for Divorce and

Matrmonial Causes " in England by the Matrimronial Causes

Act, 1857: >se Walker v. T'Valifer and Board v. Board (1919),
W.N. 204).

The position iu Canada is extîaoDrdinary. By se.91 of the

British North An.crics Act, 1867, divorce is one of the matters

on w hthe Don- ien Legisiature lias exclusive jurisdiction,

and the Provincial Legisîntures have iio po)wer tc) jass .statlites

deffling %vith divorce. Up to the present time, however, no

general Donr inion legislation on this soibject has takon place,

though indirectly divorce jiirisdiction ba,;l>een conferred on some

ci tIle provincial Cours. 'Ainong the Provincels therc arc three

toentertain a-1d make decreeo in divorce proceediings. The cases

of Ontaie,. Brïcish Columbàa, aud MUaîitobia respectively may he


