
'Z

210 CANADA LAW JOURNAL.

LORD) JusTICE DUKEý.

After filling the high office of Chief Secretary for Ireland,
Mr. H. A. Duke, K.C., has been appointed a Lord Justice of
Appeal. Of his careêr as a politician it is unneeesQary to speak.
The profession, in which he occupied a foreinest place when he
aecepted the office whieh hie has just resigned, %velcorneg hinm back
with open arms. Soon affer his cail ho acquired a large practice
on the Western Circuit, and was eventually nuiniered aniongst
the first two or three advocates at the Englis1ýBar. That he will
succeed on the Bench is a foregone conclusion.

LAWYERS AN!) LITERATURE.

Many successful advocatos have tided over their early and
iinreniunerative professional years by driving the pcn. Mr. Duke
was one of these. He began life am a journalist and was for some
years on the staff of the We.stcrt Mlorniig Neuws. Hie inust have
recognised at an oarly date that hie had other talents. Perhaps
ho realisod, as@ sorre realise too lite, that while literary work is a
good stick for a youing inan, it im a bad crutehi for an old, and he
forsook if for the law. But his experience as a journalist stood
hlmi in good stead. 1 have heard himt tiins Nvitbcut inurrnher. 1
ha\e often read the transcript ôf a shorthand note of one of his
forejisie speeches; but I nover heard hlmi niake a niistake in
grammar; 1 nover read a sentence of his which ivas not well
rounded off. You wvill often find that hoe who can speak correetly
(a8 apart fromn cloquent ly) was in bis early days a Nvriter; you will
seldoni find that a nian who wa,3 a writer fails to speak correct
English. It (lues not follow, howcver, that ahsolute correctness
in spoaking is necessary in an advocate. There was once a ivan
on niy o.in circuit who was never known to finimh a sentence or
round a period; but ho seldonm failed to secure f ho acquittai of the
prisoner at the bai.

OF JUDGMEMIS.

That those who attain the dignity of the Bormch mhould have
soine literary trainixig is a consummation devoutly to be wished.


