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ciFor I say unto, yotu, thiat excCI)t your riglhteousness shall exceed the righit-

erousness of the Scribes and 1Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdoin
of lIeaven",-Matt. V. 20.

These words foriii a part of thiat interesting discourse k-no-,ni as
our Lord's Sermon on tlic Mouit,-a discourse whicli excels iii
beauty, simplicity, and sublimity, as well1 as real instruction, al
the sermons of ancient and modern divines. Christ lias been appro-
priately dlenoiniated the greai teuclier. To Iiim the world is iiîdebt-
cd for the purest aind miost truthful doctrines proinulgated. Even
the opponents of bis diviinity have been conmpelled to concede this,
and yield to Jesuis of Nazareth the ighlest place ainong tise
instructors of niankind. IIow mnuch, thien, sliould we, rny brethren,
Nvlho recognize iii his teachings tise sayiîlgs of an Omniscient
Being<, 5tt(ly lis truth and govern our lives by His sacred precepts.

Ansong tise various peculiarities in Clhrist's teachings, one of the
most prominent must be reckoned lus plainness. Hle called thing
by their right naines h le wvas inflsienced by no timid apprehiension
of tise dispicasure of Ilis auditors,-he readily denounced wicked-
ness, even in high places. But hoe was especially severe upon those
religionists aniongst hi is countryinen, wiio, under cover of a supe-
rior zeal for the national faith, and an earnest desire to fulfil the
minutest letter of the awoveriooked tise spirit and design of reli-
,giolns ordinances. Their hypocrisy and fornsality were boldly
exposed.

Ail tisis is designed for the instruction of otiiers, as well as tihe
parie s iinmediately coi)cemned. Tlie pratice ofdepeinding upon good
-%orks fur salvation is isot coîîfined to the Phiarisees. Wlany are
stili addicted to it. Because God. lias enjoined certain duties, and
specified certain actions, as thse fruit of faith and of a religious lifé,
nmaîy hiave csigaged in these as the condition of tlîeir saivation, and
bised tlîeir liope of heaven on tlieir frequent religious observances.
This course, thiougli at firbt burdeissorne to tise fleshi, becomnes by a,
law of our siature-the nicre force of habit., natural and easy ; and
ail being extermally riglit, the niust attentive observer niust give
the professor credit for the possession of genuine piety. It is pro-
bable tlîat eteriiity alune will unideceive- the Church assd the world


