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derful powers of ventriloquism, knows that
a person may abuse that power, to the very
serious annoyance of those who are easil
alarmed. A ventriloguist can, without dit-
ficulty, cause uneartl:ly sounds, groanings,
-3 knockings, &e. to be heard |n different parts
of the house, and he can be all the time
moving about with the family, an unsuspect-
ed spectator. Many o house has been thys
“Sthaunted, to the extreme terror of its occu-
(pants, and to the great mirth of the mis.
$ chievous joker,
i These principles will account for g vast
i number of those appearances, which seem
to be supernatural. The man who is ac-
quainted with these laws, thinks at once,
and verynaturally, that there must be ghost-
ly agency in the production of effects, which
to him are so unaccountable, and he is,
therefore, too muchalarned to give the sub-
ject & cool investigation.

We have, somewhere, met with another
account illustrative of the same principle.—
& A ship was lying becalimed, one warn sum-
mer afterncon, in the middle of the Atlan-
ic. The atmosphere was clear, and the sky,
xserene, with the exception of a few clouds
2floating in their fleecy whiteness. As the of-
kficers of the ship were carelessly reclining
upon the quarter deck, and the sailors lol.
ingi istlessnessof o calmat sea, whist-
tling for the wind, all were surprised by see-
ing, far off in the horizon, where the sky
and the water seemed to meet, a ship under
full canvas sailing along in the sky. The
ship was upside down, nasts pointing
The vision was so dis.
tinet, that all perceived it, and marked the
peculiarities ofl;ler rigging.  For some con-
siderable time she continued view, at-
tracting the gaze of the whole ship’s com-
pany, till finally she vanished. 'The sailors
vith their customary superstition, were ex-
eedingly alarmed.” This was to them a
ew kind of navigation, They deemed it
e certain foreboding of their own destiuc-
on. The officers, better informed with re-
and to the laws of nature, saw in the oc-
a very surprising and very inter-
tng natural phenomenon, By the pecu-
2r state of the air and the situation of the
ouds, a mirror was formed, in which b
& natural operation of reflected light, they
W the image of a ship, which had not g
yet ascended the horizon. There are va.

ous kiuds of mirrors. Sometimes they are
made of glass, sometimes of burnished steel,

e water is & mirror in which you see the
ees which wave luxuriantly upon theriver's
banks, and from the vapors which float in
he heavens, as froma looking glass, images
re often reflected. In a few hours after
he aEpearance of the vision, the identical
Ehip herself made her appearance, rising
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thousands of scamen.

Another case, somew hat sinilar, we some-
where have met with, though we cannet
now recollect in what work, which shows
how incidents, at first appatently superna-
tural, may be explained by known princi-
ples.  On a calm day, the sailors on board
u ship, many hundied miles from land, and
with no other sail in sight, had thew atten-
tion arrested by the distinctinging of a bell,
They ascended the topmast, but far as the
eye could extend along the unobstructed

horizon, nothmmg could be seen. Fiom
whence could thissound proceed > No bell

by the common conveyance of sound, could
be heard the distance that they could see.—
To the sailors, tlus apparently unearthly
ringing, seemed to be the ship's funeral
knell.” The mourniul monotony of those
mysterious tones, sent paleness mto the
cheek of many a hardy tar. .And surely it
was strange to hear such a sound in the so-
litude of the ocean. They thought it must
come from the world of spirits, @ monition
of their ruin,  Scientific men on board ac-
counted for it at once, upon the well under-
stood prineiple of an acoustic tube.  As the
report of a gun discharged upon some Alpine
summit, is thrown in thundering reverbera-
tions from cliff to chfi, <o in the present
case, the clouds reflected the sound of ‘the
bell, of a distant ship into the focus, in
which they were placed. Inthe tongueless
voices of every echo, there is Just as much
ofa supernatural agency. The nextday they
met the ship, whose bell they had heaid,
and found by inquiry, that at the hour they
heard the sound, the crew had heen violent-
ly ringing for their amusement. Ilow many
of the apparently unnatural <ounds which
are heard, are capable of an cqually simple
explanation.
To be Continued

“PHE MONTHS —No, 4.

April is so called trom the Latin Ayprilis,
which is derived from A perine, to open,—
April is the firstandonly month in the year,
whose name is expressive ot the season, It
is to be deplored that the first day of this
month should be still in this enlightened age,
disgraced by the ridiculous custom of April
fooling. The wilful lying practised and en-
couraged on this day, is inexpressibly in-
Jjurious to the morals of the young. Lying
for sport is looked upon as harmless; and,
hence, the habit of lying on other occasions
is acquired. They, in fact, are the fools,
who are guilty of the deception and false-
hood.

Easter Sunday, which is always the
first Lord’s day following the full-moon,
after the 21st March, occurs this vear on
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POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS. over the convex waters.  This was the ghost the 19th of the present month.  Heuee
Continued, of a ship, and the tale has probably been ** Good," or, as it used to be called Long™

Aunyone who is acquainted with the won- Marrated, with exaggerations of tenor, (o Friday, occurs on the 17th These two

days are hept in commemoration of two of
the most impottant ¢yents that ever 100k
place in the history of the world, —the death
and the resurrcetion of the Saviour,—This
month is distinguished for the versatality of
the weather —bright sunshine, mterrupted
by frequent showers—a wild mixture of
clear and cloudy shies, flymg hail and pel-
ting rain.  [Henee, an April day, 15 often
made proverbial of fckleness of temper and
conduct.— Its 1apid alternations of sunshine
and shower, of heat and cold, of wintry
gloominess, and summer brightuess, both
surprice and delight us, and furnich us with
a striking emblem of the variable conditions
of life. Across the darkencd cloud, there
is often thrown the beauteous ¢ bow of
heaven;” bright harbinger of a subsiding
storm, and a pledge of securily against a
returning deluge.  The rainbow should ey er
be witnessed with delight, iy the young
and the old, the philisopher and the Sain,
April is a month of hope, inspiring alike the
farmer and the gardener, the voyager and
the trveller, we are irresistibly led to look
forward, to anticipate, with a delightful en-
thusiasm, the progress of the scason. Ttisone
of the excellent law~ of Providence, that our
minds shall be insensibly moulded to o sym-
pathy with that scason which is passing, and
become deprived in a cortain degree of the
powerof recalling the images of those which
have gone by ; whence we reap the double
advantage of not being disgusted with the
deulness of the wintry landscape, from a
corrparison with the hilarity of spring; and
when spring appeirs, it comes with a fresh-
ness of heauty which charms us at once
with wovelty and a lecognition of old de-
lights,
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Frivavy, Arrin 3, 1835.

papers received since our lust,

glish cad Erencledates to the 114,
Feb.—Parliament was to be opened by-the
King, in person, on the 19¢h Feb.—MDney
38 said to be obundant in Enyland, and all
branches of trade Sourishing.

Paris, Feb. 7.— There cannot be the
least doubt now that the American indemni-
ty will be voted by the Chamber, since the
members of the Commission elccted on. Thurs-
day to rcport on the question are unanimous-
lyinits favor. Thevoteof the United States
Senate, which subsequently arrived, must
remove most of the objections raised by the
lurt pride of  the French against the pay-
ment of the claims.  Many members of op
position supported Ministers, or at least in-
sisted on the necessity of fully satisfying the
United States, :

American
contain Lng



