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deficieney tsupplied, by puirtlîiur, the literatitre with flie stationcry. This
hcîng convcîîient to flie btiyer anîd profitable to tlîe seller, sectils a very excl-
lent aîrrangement and tlic reeipicîît o(' the touiell:ng Straiîî, inust flot be
cxpeeted to valuie it less, from tlic consi.leration that it was p<idi for! Long
ago, iiifthc finiîe of' kiiglîitlood andît chivalry, Valetutine's day IV." a ulost
nionientous une. Themi, a lady 1111( to aeeplt for lier trac knigh t aid champion

Ithrotigh thic comnig year. humai who tliotild first, proclainii lîjuiiscîf her Valentine,
uni(er lier ensenîîînt, iii the e:îrly inoriiwg ami lie ivas ciititled to the higli

Ireward of a kis, tXrom the lips of his elloscîî ludye. Ili Sir Waulter s(.ott'
novdl of the - Fair Muid of I>certhi," therc is a dlescrip)tion of the old cuistom,
whlieh. seenied tiien to, be obscrved with almost a religious deforemce. In tiies
degeneîîte days, luowcvcr, whcîi womnan is oljilgcd to stanid up for lier Ilrights"
and take to IlBcxmierispii" in self deftnce, ive e»an expeet nuo sueh observance,
the oo 011csoilru 1Wcamed iuîto aî holiday for chuldren, and the darta

aid flammes auîd cuipids arc all luuinched ut tlie defhiîeeless hearth ol'seven and
eight! WVith a. sigli for the good old tinies of champions and chivalry, ive
nîust hasten to a terînination of our go,-sip on F-ebrunry.

The iron chaimi of wiater as wc said bctbrc is nom at its strongest. IVe have
heavy fâIlîs of sncum, and dlec1 , imupcnetralel ârifts-but ilhe tillkile of sicigli
belîs rings out tirugh the btigy streets, ivhilc flic bright eye ehildren gather
in nîerry groups, and toast with the rciiîdeer's speed doivm the stiowy steep.

Wù have co~ accustoinedl to winter, and thercfbre luis bbîsts do not prevent
ou cr patrticipation in out-door exercises and amusements. The skatcr, yct

jglides oilelyover tlie slîining laîke, ami the warmi furs o? the g2y sleighs
*shielter mcrry 1brin- as they spedlu in nbers over the sniooth crisp snow.
IConcerts or lectures, halls or social gtriuaid in making the lung
e venings,, puss pleasauîtly nay, anîd mucu amusement and iiw4ruction inny be

Ienjoyed and stored, through the present inth. With aîl ifs drawbacks, it
Iras yet mnany pIeztsure-.s anud one of its most pleaiing, reflections is that the

*strength of winter is weakemed and passing avray. We con bear with the noisy
windsç, andi the drifting snow flakes, as me reniember we are nearing the Spring.

IThe days are groNving longer, and even now we have some faint indications of
"the good tinte cominig." The present, thougli a chilling, is an intellectual

season. Thornon speaks of
IlThe joyous winter days,
lici sis ilie soul inieiisc, collected, cool,il Briglit as the skies, and as the season keen."

Andi here again the poet is correct, the mind is braeed for action as well as the
body, and thought is more vigorouts beneath the influence of f'rosty skies. The
keen air gives un impetuLs to the imaiginative faceulties, and the long stili even-
ings are miore coiidaeive to litcrary pursuits, than any other perioti.

WVe sec then, that winter lias itis ises and blessimags, causing the blooti to,
cirele more heathfully throulgh the velus, and the streams of thought to flow


