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E,-tkricd (il Ille Iosi qeÏre ai Oii-11', 0eil., u.(es d-Gasiiair

The e2hristmas Vision of Prior O)swald.
SWALD, the Monik af our Hlolv Order, lie wh) %vas Priar

ai. Bradtord, an the River Avon, in the Kingdami of
Wessex, and who, as 1 have elbewl'here w'ritten, feil into

'Mhat strarige slee p, wvhereframi none might wvaken him-
%vliat timie the Blessed Aldhelm connuned with him, as lie jaurneyed
toward Doulting, and, as it fell out., toward Heaven, and his Lord:

Oswvaldt 1 say, on a certain Feast of the Nativity, behield a dream orI vision, if, inideed, such ut wvere, whichl 1 cannet doulit, and whicli by
coninand of our Lard, the Abbot, 1 liere set down, as nearly in his
w~ords as niav be.

1 stood, said lie, as thou knowes,-ior indeed, 1 ivas deacan ai.
* that saine Holy Mass whereof lie spoke,-at aur Altar, while the

brethren, as the custonm is, sang the Credo. Ani, at the Incanwzils
es./ as is ni±et, right. and aur boutiden duty, ive kneeled in adoration
of l'le \Vori rmade Fleshi. Whereat, as on a sudden, darkness f ei
on nie, and then Jiglit, not aif aur Altar, but as of' sunshine brighter
than aur island knaoeth, brizlhter tlîan ilhat of Rame itself. Aud,
froni the lighit, 1 passed, nietiiouglît, througlî a la wly dorivay, into
a romr suth as 1 liad neyer laoked on, whierein sat a Mlaiden, fairer
than ans' tuai. the world bath seen, wvhani 1 knew, in sooth, for that
Most. Blessed One tîat slîould be blother af the Son of' God. Tien,
as I ivatched lier at lier tasks and at lier prayers, illere feUl an l;er a


