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example, as the Reverend Charles Kingsley and the Reverend
George Robert Gleigl,, wvhose stories are inow nearly forgotten,
thoughi sorne of them, 1 tliinkr., deserve a better fate. Ere long-
fiction becarne a miglîty force. It is pleasant to be able to recali
that Catholic clergymen, a class noted for its strict conservatisrm
and dignifled reserve, wvere îîot oversIowv in employinc- the old, but
then newly-revived power of prose fiction. 1 do not suppose it
would be far wrong ta namie the Jesuit, the Reverend Francis
M\alhonev,(1-athier Prout) as the pioncer of the newv cicrical departure;
because xxhile the productianis on which bis faie wvîl1 re.st were flot
stories, perhiaps, lie wrotr; a numiber of tiiese latter and thieN were
ail quite popular iii thieir day. Twûtc Cardinals niay be said to have
followed whiere Francis 'Mahioney led ; Cardinal Wviseman vill
&Fabiola," and Cardinal Newmian withi "' Calli.stat." Tlîe path

- pursued by the Cardinals, bias beeni followed iii their turfi by priests
like the Rcvcrcnd Williami Barry and thc Reverend Johin Talbot
Smith, with credit ta theniselve-, and profit for tlîeir people.
Nowvadays the ficticn-writing priest is a camimon enougli spectacle.
Wliy should it not? 0 f weak and trasby nov'els 1 slîail îit %vaste

tirne ta speak iii condemnazion, as, if let alone, they g1enerally con-
dernn themseives more efffectivcly than xvords cauld do. Fartu-
nately aur literature, unilike thiat of F rance, is comparativ'ely verv.
free af grossly immoral works of fiction, and thie few~ thiat deserve
ta be so designiated are no langer prime fav'orites wvith the miasses.
Let me tëke tlic novel at its best. The Engilih novel ut its best is
undoubtedly a great influence tlîat touches every point of the circle
of society. It is soughit after as eagerly and enjoyed as keenlv bv'
the wise and Icarnied as by the simiple and uiithinking.ý AUl oui-
best novel:s are îlot 01113 alino.st altogether free of im miior.lity ii its
grrosser manifestations, but they nake a slhov af moral purpose af
sanie kind or ailier ; thieir objects are to, combat prejudice, alleviale
class oppression, sweep, down obstacles in the way of sociaîl
regreneratian, or lcad i!ien calmlyi ta comimune wvîth thecir awnvi
hecarts and be still. \oiiopolizinýý Uhe draniatic talent of tic ceii-
tury, novels " hold thi mirrar up ta, nature " before audiences ta
w'hose bulk the B-'ritisli theatre, even iii its mieredian glary couldi
ni;îke rio baast. The novel aiisw~ers tlîe cail ai a strong aînd per-
fectly legiiate ofain aiur nature, the desire for recreatian.


