76

fright, exclaiming; “I rcnounce thee, Satan!” The same
effect was produced upon all who were hardy enough to look
through the glass, The fact was, they say in a box a living
animal, black, enormous and frightful, of immense length, and
armed with threatening horns. The terror was universal, and
no one appeared to know what to think of so terrible a mons-
ter; when a young gentleman, who had just finished his
-course of philosophy, observed that the animal which was in
the box was much larger than the box itself; that in the pre-
sent instance the contained was larger than the container,
which was contrary to every principle of philosophy, and
could not be according to the order of nature; whence he con-
cluded that theanimal in the box was not material, but that it
must be a spirit in the form of an animal. -

This observation was received with universal applause,
and every one was persuaded it was the devil himself who was
in the box. Of the person who had carried the box with him
it was concluded, with the same evidence that he could not
have had it but for some evil end, and that he could have been
nothing but a sorcerer.

The report of this circumstance spread far and wide, and
immense crowds of pcople came to the house for the purpose
-of having a peep into the box, and each one said to all he met
“T haveseen the devil to-day.”

The judge condemned the deceased to be deprived of Chris-
tian burial, and left an order for the priest to perform the ex-
orcisms of the Church for the purpose of expelling the devil
from the box and driving him out of the country. The sen-
tence of the judge extended no further, but the politicians of
the village carried their reflections to a prodigious length. The
witcheraft of Father Tanner, according to them, was common
to all the confraternity, and therefore they ihought it right

-aud just that a sweeping sentence of banishmenjshould inclade
them all.

Whilst each one was busy in giving this wonder, or rather
scandal, his own interpretation, and the minds of all were in
-inexpressible agitation and ferment, a Prussian philosopher
happened to pass through the village. The inhabitants did
not fail to entertain him with the news of the day; but when
he heard them mention the Jesuitical conjuror, and the devil
confined in & box, he taughed heartily at both the news and

-the newsmongers. Being, however, visited by the principal



