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St. Nicholas.
New York: Scribner & Co.

There are certainly funny pictures and funny stories
enough in “St. Nicholas” for October to keep the
young folks i amusement till the next number comes.
There are also several papers of the more useful and
inntructive sort, such as W, 8. Jerome’s article on
“ How to keep a Journal.”

Sunday School Times Scholars' Quarterly.
Philadelphia: John D, Wattles,

A copy of the* Scholars' Quarterly ” for the fourth
quarter of 1878 has been forwarded to us by the pub-
lisher, It contains the lessons for the quarter, with
notes and questions— perhaps too many of the latter;
Quarterly Review Chart; Responsive Review Exer-
cise; Quarterly Bible Dictionary; Annual Review
Chart; and an Order of Service, There are two
maps—a plain map of Palestine in the time of Christ,
and a map shewing, by means of differently marked
lines, the “Pathways of our Lord.” ‘This publication
is on the whole well calculated tobe a help toteachers
and scholars in the study of the International lessons.

The Atlantic Monthiy.
Boston: Houghton, Osgood & Co.

The contents of the October * Atlantic” are: “ Cer-
tain Dangerous Tendencies in American  Lif;”
“ Quatrains,” by J. . De Forest; * The Europeans,”
by Henry jJames, jr.; “ Summer Noon,” by Augusta
Larned; * Poganuc People and other Novels;” “ Sil-
ver Buttons,” by Ehzabeth H. Fenn; “A House of
Entertamnment,” by Horace E. Scudder; “ Deus Im-
manens,” by T. R. Bacon; “ Abuse of Taxation,” by
Brooks Adams; * Home Life of the Brook Farm As-
sociation;” * History,” by R. H. Stoddard; “‘The
Parson's Horse Race” by Harrniet Beecher Stowe:
“ The Relations of Labor and Caputal,” by Erastus B.
Bigelow; * The Meaning of Music,” by Richard Grant
White; * The Contributors’ Club;” Recent Literature.
The anonymous article with which the number opens
is evidently written by a person possessed of clear
vision and a comprehensive grasp of intellect. Cool,
calm, and unmerciful, he lays bare the political, re-
ligious, and moral condition of the United States with
the skill and nerve of a practised surgeon. The rest
of the matterin the present number is very readable,
especially Mrs. Stowe’s characteristic sketch of old
New England life, ¢ The Paison’s Horse Race.”

The Prayer-nceting and its Improvement,

By Rev. Lewis O. ‘Thompson, Pastor Second Presby.
xelri;m Church, Peoria, Illinois. Chicago: W. G.
Holmes,

This work, although quite new, 1s in its second ed-
tion. The preface to the first edition is dated May
11th, 1878, and that to the second edition June 15th,
1878. ‘The short space of little more than a month
between the two editions ndicates a very rapid sale.
The present edstion 1s revised and enlarged. In the
preface it is stated that the design of the book is to
call the combined attention of pastor and people “to
some hmnts and pnngiples that would enlarge the
efficiency of the prayer-meeting, and to assure those
to whom public speaking 1s a burden that theirexper-
ience is common to the majonty of mankind, and
should give them no uneasiness, beyond spurring them
on until they acquire the habit of extempore speech.”
The“lunts and pninciples” referred to arc indeed
well calculated to effect the object contemplated; and
we doubt not that very many persons will find the
book instructive and profitable. There is a chapter
on cach of the following topics: The Prayer-meeting
as a subject of study; The Pcople’s Meeting; The
Need of Preparation; The Daily Cultivation of Piety;
The Topics; The Topics Hlustrated; One Method for
the Selection of Topics; Bible Readings for the
Prayer-mecting ; “lllustrations of Bible Readings; A
Plan for each Meeting; Variety in Successive Meet-
ings; The Importance of the Prayer-meeting; Howto
make Prayer-meetngs Interesting; Uniform Topics;
Steps towards Umiformuy; Helpsto Speakingin Pub-
tic, Aids to Secret, Social, and Public Prayer; The
Service of Song; How to secure Attendance; How
Prayer-mectings are kept at a white heat; Treatment
of the Monthly Concert; Laying Out Work; The
Social Element in the Prayer-meeting; Hints, New
and Old; Daily Prayer-meeting Topics. The book
contains 259 pages, and is well printed and strongly
bound.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

The Watehsvord,

Boston, Mass.: Eben Shute,

We have reccived the first number of a new momtle
magazine with title as above. It professes to be *de
voted to the advocacy of the Primitive Futh, the
Primitive Hope, and the Proantive Charity,” From
explanations in the Salwatory, it appears that the
“ primitive hope” which it advocates is the hope of
the prewillennial advent, and it pronuses to have
much to say on this subject; but there 1s very little
said regarding it in this first tumber. The general
character of the anticles in this namber 1s excellent,
and some of the editorial paragraphs are remarkably
sensible, pointed and wholesome. llere 1s oncasa
sample:

' Among the favorite methods of depreciating the plenary
inspiration of Sctipture now common is that of magmyin
the autbority of Christ's personal teaching above that o
his apostles. "I take Jesus’ own words as my guide,” some
are saying, ‘‘and not his doctrine as expound >t by Paul or
Peter or John." The assumption is especially dangcrous,
from the fact that it i« so specious. It scems to exalt Christ
by giving to him a solitary eminence as a teacher, Such
eminence is truly i, But he himself has fixed the authority
of hix apostles as teachess of diving truth; and we cannot
lower their auth aty without directly denying Christ’s own
worts,  He vxpressly declared, that und’cr h\c guidance of
the Holy Spirit, whom he would send farth into the world
after his departure, his apostles should be led farther into
the knowledie and utterance of the truth than under his
carthly teaching. To his disciples he said, **1 have yet
many things to say unto you; but ye cannot bear them now.
Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, Ae will
Gunes yotsanto all trath,”  \With this saying before him, who
can say that the teachings of the inspired apostles alter the
ascension were less authoritive than those of Christ? Who
will presume to declare that they might not go farther than
the Master had doneinthe unfol({ing of gospel truth?  Surcly
it is impossible to magnify Christ’s authonty white denying
his teaching in regard to the development of doctrine under
his apostles.”

Scribuer's Monthly.
New York: Scribner & Co.

‘The articles in “ Scribner ” for October are varied,
entertaining, instructive, and of wholesome moral
tendency, as usual; and the number is, it scems to us,
unusually rich in illustrations. The * Old Cabinet”
is occupied with an article on “The Dominion of
Canada ” which though somewhat superficial—indeed
flippant sometimes—is on the whole tolerably j st
We give the following extract as the best part of the
article in question:

“* 1f, as Goldwin Smith Lelieves, annexation 1s inevitable,
the mowent {or that ccnsummation has been indefinitely post.
poned.  Meantime, whatever clogs have hindered the pro.
gress of Canada in the past, she is beginmng at last 1o ** feel
herself.” Some good Canadians may fear that the mailroad
system, with which they have been inding themselves to-
gether physically, in pledge of the new spinitual bonds, has
proved too costly a baon, in expenditure of both mpilal and
character. However that may be, it has its effect in bring.
ing the Pravinces into communication with each other and
with the world; and, although a border Canadian, owning
farms on both sides of the line, was told the other day that
he could not take his horses a few rods into Vermont, to
work his farm there, and then back into his own stables by
night, without paying duty; on the other hand, the mihtia
companies of Montreal and St. Albans inteichange hospital.
itics and courtesics on the Queen's bisthday and Fourth of
July. Canada is not only nearer to the mother-country than
she was before the layine of the cable; but recent years have
brought Boston and New Yotk, Montteal and ~ Toronto,
ncarer together. They are beginning to read American
books and magazines in Canada; and the States ase becom-
ing more and more interested 1n (though less covetous of)
the Dominion, —in large pan through the round-about way
of England, and the attractive young literary men she has
the fashion of sending to play governor of her American
domain. The same talent that laid out the public gardens
of Brooklyn and ol New York, engineers the splendid drives
over the mountain-park of Montreal, Naiionality or no
nationality, Canada cannot be cut off any longer from the
general intellectual activities of the times.  Principal Grang,
of Kingston, finds no trouble in building up a handsome
endowment for the University over which he is called to
preside.  Local journalism suill talks about another *honor
to Canada,’ when news comes that the Quecn’s daughter is
to hold court in Ottawa, and gives circulation to advertise-
ments of ‘Litters,’ whose names share the advancing honors
of their illustrious and titled namesakes.  Yet local journal-
ism also gives opportunity to local talent—which, it is smd,
is supplanting in the newspapers that imported from Great
Britain. Some of the Dominion’s ablest men find it an in-
spiring thought that their country 1s part of the Brtish Em-
pire, that splendid and beneficent system, the mightiest
agency of civilization in the world, —a noble edifice, which
they would rather help to uphold than pull to pieces.

A friendly and powerful rival suco as Canada is destined.
to become, will be no bad thing for (he Republic.  Already
she isin advance of the States in her «ystems of civil service
and judiciary, and we shall have mucli to learn from her by
example, cnticism, and warning.”

Wues alone, we have our thoughts to watch; in the
family, our temper; in society, our tongucs. We should en-
deavor to illustrate our devotions in the meorning by our
conduct during the day.~Hannak More.

SOIENTIFIO AND TJSEFUL.

TrsTiNG BUtrar SALT.—A Pennsylvania butter-maker
tects his «alt by alsaeiving a little In a glass tumbler,  1fthe
brine (onead ‘is clear and fres from bitter taste, he pro.
uounces t+e st good; if, on the other hand, It presents a
milky appearance, leaves any scdiment, or throws a scum
to the suiface, ke rejects it.

Cooking Musitrooms,—The only vegetable brolled is
e muchroom.  You must be careful to get a wholesome
une; peel it carefully; grease the bass of the gridiron; lay
jour mushrooms on with the stalk uppermost; do not turn
t. Ingeven minutes it will be full of delicious ketchup,
which you must be careful not to spill in taking off.

Foop For AN INVALID. —The following is recommended
as a goad dish for an invalid: Crumb crackersinto a bowl—
mote or less, according 1o the siee of the crackers. Pour
boiling water, sufficient to toak them, over the crumbs,
Dreak a fresh epg, and add quickly, slin{ng the whole rapld.
!‘y. The boiling watet cooks the egg.  Scason acconding to

iscrction, with salt, pepper, cream, or butter.

ATPPLE PRESERVE.~—DPeel, halve and care six large apples,
sclecting those of the same size, have prepared a syrup made
of one pound of granulated sugar, and a pint of water; when
it Loils, drop in the apples with the rind and julce of a
lemon, and two or three cloves. As soon as they are ten-
der, care must: be taken that they do not fall in picces.
‘Take the halves out one by one, and arrange, concave side.
uppermost, in a Flass dish.” Drop a bit of currant jelly into
each picce; boil down the symp, and when cool, poun
around the apples. ‘This makes a very nice preserve fpr
tea.

How To Kekp A Roap Horsk in_CoNptrioN:i—~It re.
quites regular feeding with the best food, groomi:ﬁ,
and a clean, well-ventilated stable. A good coutse of feed-
ing may be as follows: A three-peck basketful of cut hay,
moistened and mixed with three quarts of good feed, of com,
oats and wheat bran, to be given moming and evening, At
noon, four quarts of sound, crushed oats. At night, a few
pounds of long hay,  With each feed a tablespoonful of salt
should be given. If the animal is rough and hide-bound,
give a quant of linseed meal at each meal, in place of as
much ground feed,

VENTILATION.—All the journals of architecture areham.
mering away at ventilation now. Daen't let us forget how
easy it is to'pall_the windows of our sleeping rooms out of
their frames. The greatest mistake in_constructing bed-
rooms has been in making them very high between joints
and with immense spaces above the windows to deceive the
slecper into the notion that he has there a reservoir of good
breathing matesial.  The hark huts of the sz\'a%c. with a
fire in the middle, give better lodgings than those hotel
rooms which seem contrived to retain the stench of twenty
mercantile travellers.—Hartford Courant.

SLICEL CucuMBER PIiCKLES.— Mediumesized green
cucumbers, pared and sliced, as for the table. To four
uarts of slices add one large spoonful of salt, mixing it
:‘\mugh them. Letthem stand overnight, and in the morne
ing, sinse, and drain through a colander. Boil viregar with
whole, white mustard seed, half a teacupful of seed to two
quarts of vinegar and set it away to cool. Pack the sliced
cucumbers in quart cans, and cover with the prepared vine.
gar. Place a bit of alum on tor of the pickles in each can,
and seal.  Keep in a dark, coo] place. Pickles made after
this rule retain much of the natural flavor of cucumbers.

CHARLOTTE Russe.—Dissolve one-thitd ot a paper of
Cox's gelatine in a teacupful of hat milk. Beat the whites
of four eggs to a stiff froth and add three tablespoonfuls of
powdered white sugar; stir the egps and sugar into half-a-
pint of cream. When the gelatine is dissolved and about
milk warm stir all together and set it aside to cool.  Line a
mould or any simple dish—a common bow! if you choose~-
with pieces of sponge cake or lady fingers, and pour this
mixture into it.  Set it in a cool place, or into the ice chest,
and when needed lay a {‘)lalc over the bowl and tumn the
Charlotte Russe onit. Flavor with vanilla or any other
extract or flavor best liked.

CeLERY Sour.—Six roots of celery, one large turnip,
two ounces of onions, four ounces of bread crumbs, one
dessert-spoonful of flour, and hulf-a-pint of cream. Strip off
all the green parnt of the celery, using oiily the white; cut it
in shreds, reserving the inside of three of the roats to be
added afterward; slice the tumnip and onion, and put them
with the celery into 2 pan; add two quarts of water, the
bread crumbs and a little salt; st all boil till the vegetables
are perfectly soft; rub through a sieve; retirn to the pan;
sdd the celery (previously boiled till quite soft), the flour in
the batter well mixed; stir it, seasoning it with a little mace,
and after boiling a quarter of an hour stir in the cream, and
do not atlow it 10 bLoil afterward.

ViTALITY OF SEED.—Dr. Schomburgk, in his report on
the Botanic Garden and Government Plantations of South
Australia for 1877, gives an account of an interesting exyeris
ment he made with sume Arctic wheat taken from 2 quans
tity left by the Ametican Arctic Expedition ship ** Polaijs,"” in
1871, which had been abandoned in north latitude 81 degrees
16 mirutes. This wheat had been Jeft ofi the beach exposed
to the snow and a tentperature of 72 to 104 degrees of frost
for five years, and was ‘found in .2 heap by:Dr, Ninnis, of
the English ship “Djscovch" on the return of the last Arctic
Expedition to England, Dr. Schombuigk received 1,000
grains, of which e sowed about-300. From the 300 grains
about sixty germinated. The plsnts grew well, and reached
to the height of from three to fourfest, It isa bLearded
wheat, and ripened in the beginning of January. The cars
contained aboui thirty grains, which were but small, though
round and plump. ‘The birds unfortunately destroyed t%c

reater part before it came to maturity, but the interesting
act proves the assertion that the grain of the cereals possess
a’vitnlily not surpassed by that. of any other sced,~~£xe
ckange.




