s Mav 1ath, 1896.)

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

313

P ™

—a

- —— ——

aave been presching rabid and incendiary doctrines.
There has been no effort o remonstrate with them,
to show them the folly and wicktdw‘u of the course
they were pursuing,  Worse still, there Is no record
of any well-sustained attempt to reach the dangerous
class with the peacefal and ‘blessed message of the
gospel of God's grace.

Does truth warrant the saying that the American
people themselves have not shown the respect for law
and order that would have been most impressive?
The law of the Christian Sabbath has in most Ameri
can cities beew. permitted to laps., and by many Is
regarded as obsolete. Inour correspondence columns
an observant writer stated-that in Chicsgo the number
of drinking saloons opea on Sabbath was simply
alarming. Is it natural to expect that State and
municipal legislation will be respected when clese and
explicit precepts of the divina law, binding on all men,
are trampled under foot?

‘The Church has a clear call to casry the Gospel to
the irreligious masses who inhabit the crowded parts
of all great cities. Not to speak of the obligation en-
forced by the highest sanctions of Chnistian plilan.
thropy, but as a necessary social safeguard, the earnest
and brotherly plea of the imissionary is more effective
than baton, bullet or bayonet. Theremedy suggested
is no mere rose-water sentiment. The McAll Mission
in Paris is & proof of what honest and sincere conse-
cration to a Christ-like work can eflfect. Mzr. McAll
and his fellow-labourers were not afraid to penetrate
the lairs of Belleville and Montmartre, The reception
they met with and the blessed results of their labours
with the fierce supporters of the Commune afford
fresh illustration that the Gospel is still the wisdom
and the power of God to every one that believes.

Here in Canada, thank God, the same danger does
not immediately threaten. Our cities and towns are
increasing in population, and the so-called lapscd
masses are not decreasing.  Religion and patriotism
urge that they be not neglected.

SYNOD OF TORONTO AND KINGSTON.

A few years ago members of the Synod of Totonto and
Kingston, feeling that the pressure of ordinaty and neces.
sary business precluded a sufficient degree of attention being
bestowed on the vital and most interesting work of the
Church, thcught of meeting eatlier in Conference, when
more would be affocded for the discussion of such
topics. f gratifying measure of success and profit has at-
tended these Confetences, and the last, in Galt, was pro-
nounced one of the best yet held. | The meetings were well
attended, large nambers of the citizens being present at the
evening sessions.

The Conlference in connection with the Presbyterian
S of Toronto and Kingston an in the écnlnl
Church, Galt, on the evening of the 3ed inst. The opening
session was combined with the anniversary services in Cen-
teal Chaich, and the ladies made excellent provision for the
eatertainment of the membersof the S + Thechair was
occupied by Rev. J. A, R. Dickson, B.D,

CHURCH WORK.

Principal Grant spoke on ¢* Church Work, ' e showed
that the Chutch, to do effective work, must not stand aloof
fiom human activities, but must make the pure spitit of
Chiistianity felt in every department of effort.  That influ.
énce must permcate everywhere—in family, industrial, com.
merciai and political life. The distinction between sacred
and secular work had been productive of most injurious con-
sequences.  Work is sacred or secular according to the
zpuit in which it is accomplished. The Church has to do

hrist’s wotk in the world.

INTERESTING HR YOUNG PEOPLR. .

Rev. H, M. Parsons 100k !!or hiis theme -(—Z;: Hc(l)nw\ ‘l'o de,;
velop among our young peoplean interest in Chur otk.
‘rb‘:p first ot?:?nf was to bring them to Christ, then set them
to wotk for [iim. Tueir work must be constant and sus-
tained. To carry » is work eflectively the divine, not
the human, methot.s must be exalted.

The topics were commented on Rev. D. McCrae, R.
Wallace, W. A. Hunter and J. B. Mullen,

TURSDAY'S CONFEXENCE.

The subsequent meetings of the Conference were held in
Kunox Church. In the morning the chair was occupied by
the Hon, James Young, and the devotional exercises were
Jed ty the Rev. A. Gilmay.

PASTORAL VISITATION.

Dr. Wardrope introduced the sudject of pastorai visitation.
He referred to the growing disinclination to such wisits
entertained both by pastors and people. He showed clearly
that the daty was taught by the precept and example of
Churist and His Apostles. It ought to be done prayesfully,
sympathetically, and in the spirit of the Master.  Dr. Ward-
rope detailed his own methods of petforming the duty.

ev. Mesars, Parsons, Bennett, J. K. Smith
cipal Grant spoke on the subject,

Rev. R. 1, Fraser, of Bowmanville, addressed the Con-

un 1ie ¢ Spinitual Life of the Minister in its bearing
upon hit Work.” In an eamest address he urged “he neces-
sty of Iivics in close communion with God and with spiri-
tual things, if a minister would be lifted above the drudgery
incident 10 his work. Such communion was essential to his
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Joy lkl‘)tl comfort, and to the fidelity nad efficiency of his
wot

Rev, Messr. Parson s, Wilson, Gilrsy and Hunter made
femarks,

THR sDIRR OF THR ELDER.

In the aliesnoon the Rev. J. K. Smith presided, the Rev.
J+ A« R, Dickson leading in devotiona) exercises.

Rev, P. McF, Macleod d- livered anaddress on !* the Work
of the Elder.” After defining the position assigned to the
eldership in the reformed chutches, he specified the duties of
the elder in the session, in visitation, and in relation to the
general wotk of the Church,  An elder is never elected to
the Modeeatorship of the AssemUly, for what reaxr. he did
tra know.  Eldets shonld receive a larger share of the te
ypwnsibilitles and honours of Church Work.

Remarks were made by Rev. Messus, Wilson, Bennett,
P"l‘;uell. D. 1. McLeod, snd Messrs, Gordon and Cranston,
elders.

INIVIBUAL RESFONSIBILITY.

In the absence of Rev, A, 1, Scott, Rev. J. R, 8. Bur
nett spoxe on *' Individual Rupomlbilil{‘ in Christian
Worik.” e detsiled varions ways in which Church mem.
bers, whaleve, theit position, might accomplish earnest
work fot the good ol others, bringing them under Gospel
influences. A number of thuse nt spoke bricfly in
enforcing the arguments employed by Mr. Burnelt,

THR S0CIAL RLEMENT.

Rev, George M. Milligan, B.A., spoke with much inte
rest and foice on ** The Social Element in Religious Work,”
By means of vivid and telling illustsations he showed tha
healthy co-operauve work would result in incalculable bless
ing to the world, He conibated the pessimistic views of
the present conditi-n of affaits, and showed that political
cortiption and social distutbances would disappear il the
full social forces of Christianily were propetly ditected.

The Conference closed with prayer by Res. John
McAlpine.

. THE SYNOD,

‘The Preshiyterian Synod of Totonto and Kinﬁﬂon met in
Knox Church, Galt, on Tuesday evening, The or)cnlng
sermon was prcuclm‘ by Rev. D. J. Macdvanell, B.D., e
uring Moderatar, frum Hebtews il 27 By seference to
the context it was shown that the Jewish nation had served
its spiritual pucpose, and was euperseded by the Chnstian
dispensation, 'ng:muublc must be removed that the im-
mutable may abide. Modes of worship may sometimes be
changed that spiritual worshlp may remain, The forms of
Church organization may be changed, while the Church
lives and grows., lluman opinions concerning the things
tevealed in Ged's Word may be shaken, but the truth may
remain fimy.  The truth is the authority on which a faith.
ful ministry must rest.  Christ in ail His fulness must be the
essence of preaching.

After devotional excrcises Mr. Macdonnell thanked the
Synod for_the honour bestowed and the Kindness extended
to him. He then called for the nomination of a successor

THE NEW MODRRATOR.

Dr. Torrance moved. and Rev, R. Wallace seconded, That
Rev. Willlam Bennett, of Springville, be appointed Mode-
tator, This motion was carried unanimouﬂ{.

Mr. Bennett, after givln{; exptession to the surprise the
announcement of his election had caused him, thanked the
Synod for the honour conferred upon him. A vote of thanks
was then tendered to the retiving Moderator, and after the
1o}l had been called by the Cletk, Rev. John Gray, D.D.,
the Synod adjourned.

WEDNESDAY MOKNING.

The first hour of the mosning session was spent in devo-
tional exercises, the Moderatorand several members leading
in peaver.

. ¢ _lications from Presbyterics of Toronto and Kingston
to take students who had completed theis theological ¢-urze
on trial for license, were granted,

Rev. David Beattie, of Campbeliford, presented a memo-:
rial, in which complaint was made against certain action of
the Preshytery of Kin ston. Rev. Messts. T. S. Chambers
and F. McCuaig bricfly gave a history of the case so far as
the Presbytery was concerncd, After discussion, in which
seveial members touk patt, on motion of Rev. D. D,
McLeod, scconded by Rev. J. K. Smith, it was agrecd that
the statements reflecting on Kingston Presbytery were not
sustained, that further investigation was unneccessary, and
that the Synod expressed svr:salhy with Mr. Beattie, who has
for so long a period iaboured faithfully in the service of the
Church.

NEXT MEETING.

It was resolved that the next meeting of Synod be held in
the Presbyterian Cnurch, Brampton, on the first Monday in
May, 1887, at hall-past seven o'clock p.m.  Several of the
members dissented from the decision to meet on Monday
evening, as they found it impossible tu reach the place of
meeting in time.

STATR ¢ RELIGION.

At the meeting on Wednesday evening the seport of the
Committee on the State of Religion was submitted by the
Convener, Rev. E. D. McLaren, B.D. Complaint was
made that returns were incomplete, and that owing to this
the results were not as satisfactory as they ought to be.
From the returns received it was learned *hat there was
much regularity and reverent attendance ot the me s of
grace, th uph there still was room for considerable improve-
ment in his respect. At congregational ‘weekly yer
meetings there was & constant and fairiy-large attendance,
and an increasing number taking part in the exercises, and
in some instances considerable cfiort to make such meetin,
more effective and interesting. The Secrament of the Lord's
Supper was otxerved by from seventy-five to one hundred
per cent. of the membership. It was much to be deplored
that in many csses family wofship and the home religious
trzining of 1he young were neglected. In several Instances
much had been dove to interest-the young in vital religion,
and to instruct them ia the distinctive doctrines of the
Chwich. About one- dird of the membership sngege in
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active Christlan wotk, There was a marked Improrement
in contributions for le“ﬁic(:ul purjoses. The teport cor~luded
with a number of practical recommendations which, includ.
fng reception of the wcpurt and the vot's of thanks, on
motlon of Prolessor McLaren, seconded by Rev. J. R, S,
Butnett, were substantial y adopted.

SARBATH SCHOOLS,

An Interesting tepost on Sabbath Schools was nted
tlrylhe Cenvener of the committee, Rev. George M. Fﬁm an,

he number of schocls within the bounds tepoiting was217;
teachers and officers, 2,459 ¢ scholars on 1oll, 23,498 ; aver
nfe attendance, over 10,0003 amount 1aised, zll.GsS,
of which $4,052 was conttibuted fur Musstons ; numbee from
schools joininp the membership of the Church, §16. The
tepurt conciuded by tecommending . (3) That ministers
and supetinteadents be toquested to make thelr returns on
receipt of blank forms, {2) That the class books pttgttd
by Convener of General Assembly’s Sabbath School Com:
mittee Le used tn the schouls, 13) That Sabbath schools be
a prominent feature of inquity in Presbyterial visitations.
(4) Special cate should be taken by Presbyteries of Sab-
bath schools in vacant charges and mission stations within
theit bounds,  Rev. D, D, McLeod moved, and Rev. John
Net: seconded the adoptivn uf the report, and thanks to Con-
venee and committee.  The mution was carred.

THURSDAY MORNING,

The Synod being constituted, a resolution moved by Rev.,
J K. Smith, seconded by I'rofessor McLaren, conﬁmull
ting Dr.* Smellie, of Fergus, on his attaining his Jubilee in
the service of the Churh, having been in his present charge
l;n the pertod of furty tlice years, was passed with acclam:
tion.

PRESDYTERY OF ORANGRVILLE,

On motion of Reve D, Macdonnell, scconded by Rev.
. AL Haunter, 1t was sesolved 1o 1orm & new Prosbytery—
that of Orangeville, wivch is appuinted to meet oa the
thitd Tuesday of July, Rev. A. .\lc'l-'uul to be fist Modera
tofr.

CUMPLAINT AND FROTAST,

Ths compiaint and protest of Kev. John McMillan and
othets, of Mount ¥otes,, agninst acuons of the Presbytery
of Saugeen were, un mulivn of Principal Caven, remitied to
a commission of Synad, to meet at hurislon, tc issue the
case hefore the ineeting of the General Assembly in Junenext.

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING,

in responsc to an ovesture by Rev, \W. Fiizzell and others,
a committee on the improvement of congregational singing,
consisting of Rev, Messts, Frizzell, P. McF. McLeod, and
John M. Cameron, was aprointed.

TO RESTORE AN OLD CHURCIL.

Rev. Mz, Cumberland spoke in suppost of an overture
from the Presbytery of Kingstow, proposing the restoration
of the old chutch at Fredericksturg, whete Rev. Mr.
McDowall, a pioneer U, E. Loyalist Presbyterian minister,
preached neatly a century ago.  Dr. Reid, speaking in sup-
pott of the ovesture, gave several interesting remi nees
cf his early labours in Mr, McDowall'stime. On motion by
Frincipal Caven, a committee, consisting of Rev. Messs.
Bennett, Eastman, Cockburn, Drs. Reid and Gregg, Camp-
bell and Gray, Messrs, A, H. Scoti, W, A, Hunter and
J. K. Smith, to co-operate with the Kingston commitiee,
was appainted,

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.

At the afternoon meeting, Rev, E. Cockburmn, of Ux.
bridge, presented the repost of thg Temperance Committee,
{rors which it appeared that lhough the reports received
were incomplete, the action of the Canada Tempersnce Act
had on the whole beer beneficial, while from various causes
it has had hardly a fair trial.  As an instanze of improve.
nuent, it was stated that under license the commitments to
Barrie Gaol, in 1884, were sixty-four, and for the correspond.
in;rl period, in the following year, there were only six. Pro.
vision should be made for its vijorous enforcement by the
Provincial authorities.  On motion of Rev. John Smith, the
report and ite secommendations were adopted, and thanks
tendered to the Convener and committee. The following
is the substance of the resolution vassed : This Syiod re-

rds the traffic in strong drink as csic of the greatest hin.

rances to the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ;and, in view
of the evils wrought by intemperance, we hail with gladness
the utter desteuction of intoxicating liquors asa beverage
by the power of the Gospel of Christ, the force of example,
the influence of public opinion and vigorous and enlight.
ened legislation.
SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

Principal Caven submitted the report of the Committee
on Sabbath Observance, recommending that the General
Assembly, through its committee, should enter into coere-
spondence with other brauches of the Church in Canada
and the United States, with a view of bringing combined
Christian public opinion to bear on the question, in order
that the inheritance of the Sabbath msy be restored to
large and important classes of the community.

THE COLLEGK QUESTION,

An overture from the Presbytery of Barrie asked that
the General Assembly remit to Presbyteries the coansidem.
ticn of *he question : How many colleges does the Church
require, and where should they be located? In explana-
tion Rev. D. D. McLeod stated that it was the object of the
overture to bring about harm-nious action in relation to
the colleges. It was agreed o transmit the overture.

P SUPPLY OF VACANCIXS

Regarding the proposed scheme for the supply cf vacan.
cies, the Synod ..ppointed 2 committee to confer with similar.
committees appoitted'by other Synods, that a Scheme may,
if possible, be submitted to the General Assembly.

STATUS OF MINISTERS.

Ap overtute on the standing of ministers without
was rveceived, and its transmission to the General ‘Assem!
assented to. .

After the ussal votes of thanks, the Synod adjourmed.
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