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lera in dug]s gone by who used to wait at Stonington in the
railway offices for the New York boat remember him well,
and owe him ﬁratiludc for making the waiting hours short
with his childlike experiences, His manner was always calm,
he never much mised his voice, or used any emphasis or ex-
pletives, but won the hearer to belief by his imple, unexag-
gerated manoer of speech. It was delightful to the babitués
to draw Uncle Jim out for the Lenefit of new-comers. A
hundred of his stories are remembered, but the Dmawer re-
czlls one at this moment which seems to commend itself by
fts entire moderation. It happened that one of the Yale

rofessors, who devoted himself to ethnological studies, was
nterested in the Patagonians, and very much desired infor-
mation as to the zlleged gigantic statue of the race. A
scientific fricnd, who knew the Stonington romancer, told
the professor that he could no doubt get valuable information
trom Uncle Jim, o captain who was familiar with all the
region about Cape Hurn. And the professos, without aoy
hint of Uncle Jim's real ability, cagerly accompanied his
friend to make the visit. Uncle Jim wau found 1a one of hus
usual hauats, and somethiog like the following ethaulugical
conversation ensued :

Professor. - ** They tell me, Captain Pennington, that you
have been a good deal in Patagonia.”
Uncle Jim.—* Made thirty or forty voyages there,

sir.
Professor.—* And I suppose you know something about
the Patagonians and thelr habits?*

Uncle Jim.—*¢ Know allabout ’em sir. Know the Pata.
o]tll{ings, sir, all of ‘em, as well as I konow the Stonington
olks.

Professor.—** I wanted to ask you, captain, about the size
of the Patagorians—whether they are piants, as travellers
have reposted.”

Uncle Jim.—* No, sir,” shaking his head slowly, and
speaking with the modest tone of indifference—*' no, sir,
they are not.” (It was quite probable that the captain never
had heard the suggestion before.) * The height of the Pata-
gonians, siy, is just five feet nine inches and a half.”

Professor.—* How did you ascertain this fact, captain ? *

Uscle Jim. —** Measuted ‘em, sir—measured 'em. Qne
day, when the mate and I were ashore down there, I called
up 2 lot of the Patagonians, and the mate and I measured
about five hundred of 'em, and every one of em measured
five fect nioe inches and a half ; no more, no less. Every
man, woman, and child measured five feet nine inchesand a
half—that's their exact height.”

Professor.—** That's very interesting.  But, caplain, don't
you suppose there were giants there lon;; ago, in the former
generations 2 All the travellers say so0.”

Uncle Jim.—** Not a word of truth in it, sitr—not a word.
1'd heazd that story, and I thought 1'd settle it. I satisfied
myself there was nothing io it.”

Professor.—** But how could you know that they vied not
to be giants? \What evidence could you get? Mightn't the
former race have been piants?”

Uncle Jim—** Impossible, sir—impossible.”

Professor—** How did you satisfy yourself? ™

Uscle Jim—* Dug 'em up, sit—dug ‘em up,” speaking
with mote than usual moderation. **1'd heatd that yam.
The next voyage, I took the bo'sen and wentashore, and we
dug up two ixundrcd and seventy-five old Patagonians, and
measured em. They all measured exactly five feet nine
inches and a half ; no difference in "em—men azd women,
ull ages just the same.  Five feet amne inches and a half s
the patural height cf 2 Patagoman. They've always been
just that. Not a word of truth in the stories about giants,
sit.”—Zdutor's Drawer, s Harper's Mogezine for Marck.

THE ORIGIN OF BRITISH SCENERY,

Mr. Archibald Geikie, LL.D., F.R.S., Director Genenal
of the Geolougical Survey of the United Kingdom, delivered
the second of his course of five lectures at the Rojyal Iosti-
tution, ** The Origin of the Sceoery of the British Isles,”
to a larpe and ioterested audience. HMe said, in effect,
that a true mountain-chain is the resolt of 2 local plication
of the earth’s crust, and its external form, in spite some-
times of stupendons etosion, beats a close relation to the out-
lige impressed on the area of the oripinal uplift.  Tried by
this standa:d, hardly aoy of Jhe heights of Britain deserve
the name of mountains.  With some 1mportant exceplions,
as in the svath of Ireland, they bave been carsed by eroson
out of upheaved masses of land of unknown form. Their
individuality of form has been determined by geological struc-
ture and composition. As regards age, the oldest British
mouatains ate those of Arctean rock in the outer Hebrides
and vorth-west of Scotland. The Welsh mountsins way be
grouped under two types—that of Snowdon, where the
promioence of the ground bas been produced by the preseace
of vast masses of durable voleanic rock which have resisted the
degradation that has lowered the surrounding regions ; and
that of the Breconshire Beacoas, which are obviousdy merely
the relics of = once extensive tableland. The mountainous
area of the Lake District presents some of the most interest.
iog problems in the evolution of topopraphy. The remark-
able radiation of its valleys and lakes bas been attributed to
a system of divesgent fractures. Bat ‘examination shows
that oo sach fracture: exist, and that, on the contrary, the
vzlleys run quite indeperdently of the geological structure of
the groand.  We arc forced to the coocluvien that their
featcres bave been determined whea the Lake District lay
buried ander a deep covering of carboniferous, and perhaps
lates, rocks. This covening being cventoaily ridged ap imto
a dome-shaped eminence the carliest draunsge diverged from
ils stmemit, aad the streams just determined have held thei
coure cver since, gradoally cuttiog throuph the covering,
2nd then crodiop deeply into the nadetlying more ancient
rocks. Themantle of carboniferous limestone, coal-mezsares,
ctc.. has bzea entirely stripped off, and the rugped contours
of the mountains bave been gradoally sculptured by the
agents of crosion out of the exposed mass of underlying
tocks, Tbe Scoltish Highlands were likewise in large
measare buried upder later accumulations, sad their charac
teristic oatlines have been produced by erosion, guided and

modified by geologlcal structure and composition, The Irlsh
mountains ate grouped round the great central plain, and
may be attributed to at least thiee periods, Those of the
north-west and south.cast are a continuation of the heights
of Scotland and Wales. Those of Kerry and Cork are the
most typical mountains in Britain, beleg true local uplifts.
They zmn long, lofty ridges, and have undergone vast de-
oudation, the depth of tock removed from their summits
being in some cases probably not less than 13,000 feet. The
Mournc Mountains may be classed with the conical heights
of Skye and Mull. Of British tablelands, the gteat central

lain of Xreland is the most striking and interesting, It has
Eccn formed by the slri;laping off of some 3,000 or 4,000 feet
of catboniferous strata, leaving an undulating eroded surfsce
of the underlyiog limestone. The moors and wolds of York-
shire ptesent a fragment of a tableland of nearly horizontal
Jurassic and Cretaceous rocks. The Lammermuirs and
Scotush Highlands must also be regarded as tablelands in
various stages of destruction, The fate of tablelands is to be
cut down snto systems of valleys with nterveniog, geadually
dimimishing nidges. Some of the eatlier stages of this de-
structive process may be seen in the youngest British table-
land—that of the basaltic region that extends from the south
of Antrim through the loner Hebrides,

LIVING WATERS.

Beneath the cross pure waters rise, and she who finds them
there
All through the wilderness of life the linng stream may

r;
And blessings follow in her steps until where'er she goes
The moml wastes begin to bud and blossom as “he rose.

Ho! every one that thirsteth, come to this fountain side ;

Dank freely of its waters ; dnink, and be satisfied |

Yet linger not, but hasten on 2nd bear to all around

Glad udiags of the love and peace and mercy thou hast
found.

To Afric’s pathless deserts, to China's crowded shore,

Where din of mighty cities’ sounds, or savage monsters
roar,

thxcvc'x man may wander with his hentage of woe,

To tell of brighter things above, go, sisters, gladly go.

Then, as of old in visioa scen before the prophet’s eyes,

Broader and decper op its course, the stream of hfe shall
tise,

And everywhere, as on it flows, shall carry light and

ove
Peace and good will to man on earth, glory to God above |

MOLTKE'S DAILY LIFE.

A fine portmit of Count Voa Moltke is the frontispiece
of the March Century, wnd Miss Helen Zimmern gives an
entertainisg account of Von Moltke’s life. His daily rou.
tine is described asfollows :  ** Wiater and summer, Molike
enters his study at the stroke of seven a.m. Here hedrinks
his moming coffee, smokes a cigar, and writes until the
stroke of nine, when bis business lstters are brought to him,
which he rcads and dispatches. He then exchanges his
dressiog-gowa for his uniform, and is ready at cleven to re.
ceive his adjutants, to hear their reports, ard issue his
orders. \While 2t work he partakes of a simple luach, and
when his adjutants are gone resumes his writing until the
sttoke of two, when the wotk is pushed aside. He then
reccives the higher officers of the staff and listens to their
reports.  This ended, which may be longer or shorter ac.
cording to circumstances, Moltke goes for 2 walk, Itisno
infrequent thing to encounter him in the busy streets of
Berlin, pecpiog into the shop windows which appear to have
an attraction for him. At four he takes o frugal dinner in
company with his family, and the hour of dinper istor them
the happiest of the day. Then the taciturn man becomes
Icquactous, and dcliﬁhu his hearers with his charming,
cheerful talk. From fve to seven he agein devotes himself
to writing ; from seven to eight the newspapers are perused.
At eight he ouce more rejoins hiy family at the tea-table,
after which follows a game of whist, in which the great
strategist is naturzlly a proficient, The game over, the
evening is geocrally eaded with music, to which Moltke is
devoled. At eleven he retires to rest.”

DRr. FisCHER, of Tricste, is using cellulose as a dressing
for wounds. Itis first mostened, and, after appheation, is
covered with any impervious tissue,

A VERY persuasive rascal induced a number of ignorant
Ilhinois women to cut off thewr bair and intrust it to him to
be made up into fashionable forms. Thg expected to thus
achicve 2 permanent and beantiful style of coiffure ; but they
pever saw the man or the waterial again.

THE patives of the Chiloe Islands make use of a curious
natural barometer. It is the shell of 2 crab, which is pecu-
liarily sensitive to atmosphericchanges. Itisnearly whitein
dry weathier, bat exhibits small red spots oa the approzch
of moisture, and becomes completely red in the rainy sea-
son.

THE question of vivisection came before Oxford Conveca-
tion the other day on the vote for giving effect to a grant
male last Juoe for 2 laboratory. The sati-viviscclionists
strongly opposed the vote, and an excited debate took place.
The §)an of Christchurch and Di. Acland sopported the
schemae, aod Dr. Freemsn, the histosian, opposed it. The
motion wis carried by 188 agninst 147.

Hicx chimneys for factories are gow becomiog vaneces-
zary, by reason of the iotroduction of a aew kund of oven,
Any mabaofacturer, it is atserted, can place one of these
oveos in bis works, and obtain from every toa of slack he
uses coke worth $2, tar and ammonia worth $1, and 14,000
feet of pas to geoerate steam,  The coke, tar, acd ammoaia
=ill thus, it i3 claimed, considerably more than pay for slack,
wesr and tear, clc,

Srnrren anp Fonuen <Frums,

Tuge Socicty of Friends in Tasmania have been celebmting
their fiftieth anniversary in that colony.

ON Sabbath, the day of the great storm to Scotland, the
worshippers in Crathie charch gumbered mix, tocluding the
minister.

MENNONITES in Nebraska occupy thiee whole counties,
ate goud {2rmers and hatd workess, and o economical that
thetr prospenty 1s rematkable,

IT is asserted that a medical man now residing at Malmes-
‘bury, o Victoria, Dr. Davy by name, was the first practical
discoverer of the electric telegraph.

AN Anti-Starvation Club is a novelty of Cedar Rapids.
The object is to provide for members the best boarding ac
commodations at the lowest terms.

Tux final funeral ceremonies of the ** Jeapnelte ™ victims
took place in New York last week, after which the bodies
were butied in Woodlawn Cemetery.

RESOLUTIUN by the minecs of Alene, Dakota. *“Nota
Chinaman shall ever cnter the diggings unless he climbs a
tree, with one end of a larial over a imb."

LINCOLN'S tomb at Sprtingfield, Ill,, is going to ruin.
Two of the supporting arches have collapsed, and one corner
of the monument has settled several inches,

AT Trenton, N.J., Capt. Whiteside and Lieut. Gibson, of
the Salvation Army, have been fined 1n the Police Court
for obstructing the street by a parade and singiog.

Prur. PErRY, of Williams College, has made a calcula-
tion that a student who was killed recently while coasting
was moving when hurt at the rate of three miles a minute,

SaLM1 Morse, who endeavoured so perseveringly to pro-
duce the Passion Play in New York about a year ago, com-
mitted suicide by drowniog in the Hudson river last week.

IT is proposed to proceed with the further restoration of
Aberdeen cathedral by placiog a laige window with tracery
work in the east end. The cost will be upwards of £7

New OrLEANs has takea up the subject of cremauon.
A society has several hundred members, embracing most of
the physicians and many lawyers, merchaats, and other busi-
pess men.

AT 2 meeting in London Canon Wilberforce said that the
Duchess of Sutherland had told him that since she had worn
the blue ribbon she had rescued from drunkenness oce she
had loog desired to save.

A 10G cabin plastered with eurth cootaining gold and
silver ore to the amount of $2,000 to the ton was built in
the South Park, Colorado. Its value ascertained, the house
was, of course, torn down.

THE complete work of Meissonier consistsof 420 pictures.
He is now oo a canvas that is neatly ten feet long, repre-
senting the Chevalier Bayard and Francis 1. saluting in 2
company of brilliantly equipped warriors,

A MICHIGAN father objects to his son taking up the study
of physiology, which is in tae regular course of the schools,
The authonues iosist.  The parent thinks hecan select what
studies he chooses for his boy, and will take the matter into
court.

THE proprietor of a bar-toom was placed on trial in
Washiogtoa Territory, under indictment for keeping a dis-
orderly resort. Seven women were on the jury, and all
were irm for conviction ; but the five men stood doggedly
for acquittal.

VERY high prices were obtzined recently at 2 sale of 2
collection of Burns's works. The first (Kilmarnock) edition
of poems, chiefly in Scottish dialect {16S0), 30id for £31.
The sum of £40 was recently paid at Glasgow for the MS.
of ¢ Holy Wullie's Prayer.”

FRIENDS of Pricce Krapotkine have renewed theirappeal
to President Grevy to release the prince from prison. g‘ilc
prince, writing from his prison at Clarvaux, says: ‘My
last forces are falling under the siarvy which I contracted
in the St. Paul prison at St. Petersburg. 1 am so feeble
that I can hardly write.”

AMONG the curiosities of beggary in Paris is an old man
who plies his trade on horseback, because his legs are pars-
Iyzcd. A woman appears every dayin the Rue Montmartee
pushing a neat little baby carrizge containing a very pretty
and well-dressed baby. The mother has a sweet voice, and
realizes quite 2 sum by singing.

THERE are doubters as to the reported discovery of an
uopublished work by De Quaincey, styled ** The Confessions
of an English Hasheesh Eater," and said to have been wiit-
ten during the last years of the author’s life, the manuscript
having been discovered upoo the backs of the illustrations ?n
a volume possessed by De Quincy.

THE great composer, Fclix Meadelssohn, who died in
1847, was the grandson of the ~clebrated philosopher, Moszes
Mendelssobn,  His father, a Berlin banker, used to say,
¢*1 should like to know who I am. When I was yoan
they uted to call me the son of Moses Mendelssobn, =n
oow that I am old I'm only called the father of Felix
Meandelssohn.”

TurouGh the death of M. Gaclthier de Rumilly, M.
Massoz de Morfontaine becomes the father of the French
Sepate. He was born in 1796, at Bar-sur-Aube. As a
volunteer in 1815 he was wonnded at Watesloo, and for bis
ssteices obtained the grade of officer.  He was i the cam-
paigas in the Peninstla and Algeris, and he retred from the
army in 1850,

A “GENTLEMAN of education and experience ” adver-
tises in a Dzs Moines paper that he wishes cmpioyment in
writing speechss for members of the Lepuislature  He will
prepare at short potice addresses for or agawnst prohubition,
womsn sufirspe, or any other suhject desured. His terms
are $5 for a ten minutes speech and $2 for ezch dditional
ﬁ{; mix:;x}f:, **satisfaction guazenteed ' and **confidense
Qb3Lrved, .



