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li'niMAN'S FOREIGN Af lS.~ SOCIETY'.

EVERY year tbe W.omans Foreign NMissionary Sa-
cit fthe Western Section ai the Jresbyterlan

Churcia !n Canada grovs an numb.rs, interest ant i n-
fluence. Il# fifth yearly meeting, vhtch vas helti last
veek in this cal> was, ail îhings cansîdereti, the most
lnteresîing anti successfui ai the series. Ali vho were
present at its variaus sessions toit that it vas indeeti
goati ta b. tlsere, anti vent awa>', ve are sur", re-
solveto tatke in the future a far heartier and mare
active bandi in the vorb, ai the Saciety than ever they
bail donc previaus>'.

Tiser. is nothing more natural1 or maie becaming
than that voman shoulti take a special>' active part
in everythlng that is calculate icta ativace the cause
af Christ vheaher ait home or abroad ; for Has Gospel
has conme with a specialiy full cup ai blessing ta her in
ail ber interests bath for the life that nov is anti for
%bat viaicia is ta came. Only under its benîigrnrnt
saa> tioe she came, aven approxamatel>', ta occupy
ber rigbtful position as neither the ta>' nor the da-utge
af the sterner ses, but bas heip mecl, bas inend, hîs
compassion, anti cu-beir vîah hîtu ai thc grace af lite.
As Chrisîlanit>' has lost its spiritual paver, bath men
and vomen bave suffereti grievaus>', but vomen
niost. Wbat more natural then than tisat she rrho,
bas been fin specially benefited anti bleqsecî-who
stooti nearest the cross and vas fia-st at tise sepulcisse,
shoulti b. speciailly zealaus for the triumph ai that
whac b las matie the Chrastian home andi all vici
that implats? ________

,PRO VIN CIA L S YNOD&.

IT bas been the fear ai many that aur district Synatis
wauld, ater the fairest anti fuilest tr.al, ' founti

ta b. pr"ctically ai liRte use, or al, least in an>' case
by no mearis vorth the trouble anti expense ancurreti
b> their being heid. Thc buiÈ*ness broughî before
theni, it lias been argueti, has been comparatively
small, anti the cases finally disposed ai at an>' of their
meetings neither numerous non important. WVhile
these lias been sorme graunti for these objections anti
thus anxiet>', il is vtrsy evident that every year there as
les anti less reason for urging the anc or for yiclding
la the other. The Synatis arc graduall>' finding thear
proper place and vork, andi are more anti marc effi-
cientiy &-cupying the anc anti discharging the other.
No ane, far instance, coulti have attendeti the L.ite
meeting ai the Synod af Haumilton anti Londonai, th-
out b.ing struck with ibis. The attentiancs vas urge,
the interest tiisplaycd in the différent mattera which
came befare the court genesal anti sustaineti, andi the
tiecisions sucs as almast entirel>' ta - Jlude appeais
ta Uic Assemibl>, vbile tise reports anti discussions on
sucs subjects as Sabbath Schauls, State af Religion,
Sabbath Observance, Educatian, etc., vese on ail
bsandis acknoviedged ta b. at once vigarous anti
tinel>'.

We have no doubt that Lhe saine Lhing vili bave tai
lic saiti of thse camang meetings ai ail the. other Syrsats,
is.ýt tisat every year these meetings r'-l b. looketi
farward ta, viii ever-graving aiterest, ant ill cicr-
cisc an ever-vitienig influence for goond at once upon
the members of the Presbytersan Cistacis andi upon the
comaitiiy at large.

There is, is short, varir, anti af a ver>' important kinti,
for tbese Syanode la, tischarge-vark vhich neither
Presyteries noir Assemb>' can so appropriatel>' taire
in band or soi efficiently manage ; na>', il night mitn
lic a very asatural subjcct for discussion vheiber the
range of tbat vor anight not b. considerably extendeti
ta the ativantaile andi ativancement ai Uie beat inter-
cis of the Preshyterin Church and of out commun
Cbristian*t) as weli.

*TUlE RRVISED VERSION 0/' T//R NEW1%
TESTAMENT.

E NF.IYON. l awrethat ini a very:short tmethe

wili be issueti simuiîaneousiy tai ail paris of the Birit-
ish empire, anti la the United States of America, su
that âny conjecture as toi the extant andi character o(
the changes anti emendamons madie tu i wouiti b. aà
uwsleis as it le unnecessary. Ail are agreeti that sucF
à revis.i vas desirabie, and ti ite equaily a matter r'n
whîi there ls a general consensus th&nt with a 1ew
welI-kncown exceptions, the changes ta ie madie wiii
b. chiefly verbal, anti vail not affect in the iagbtest
anc single doctrine mont sureiy be'(ev id among us.
Whethcr thtie changes wiii bc unitri ily ituprove-
mients, remtains ta be determineti by actual exaninr.
tion, anti whether or not the new version will supplant
the one which has been .u long in use lu a point on
which itlei also scarceiy worth whiie ta dogmatize.
In the mnean lame il ts very evident that tbis new issui,
wiii tiraw a murc than usuaiiy large amount ai atteni-
lion tu the grand aid book, ant il liead niany lu, faik
about it, and, it is ta b. hopeti ta radt it, who have
hiherto, traubieti thtmseiîes very littie about cither
the original test or the accu-acy ai the various trans-
lations. In the most unlikeiy quarters such discus-
sions are alre.idy going an. Interviewers are ver
busy, anti very positive opinions on nîcat points af
Biblicai criticistit am- bcing freely given by nat a few
who have niever hitncrto been suspecteti af traubing
theinseives mucb, if at ail, watb such matters. Tiiere
as, ani tact, every prospeLI ni the Ilnew version ilbcing
the book of the seasoaa, anti as such of its being hawked
thtough, aur raîIway cars, discussed by ail sorts af
persans, anti reati with ail the freshiness ai navelty by
niuititudcs,whocouiti not bear tub. behintithe times,or
ta b. even suspected o ai gaoranct. an reference ta the
correct translation of the _%isîh petitian af aur Lord's
prayer, .r ta the weaght ai evidence against the reten-
tiufl ai the "lThace Watncsscs," or "The woman
taken in aduiîery.» Ail thas cannai but issue an grent
good, for iii spite ci ail that as saiti bath for and against
the Bable, we are gravcly af opinion thati i s nat
neariy sa miuch reid, flot ta say studîcti, as it is
thougbt ta bc, eather by tiiose wiio profess lo be guided
by ats teachings or by such as affect ta regard at as
merci>' an antiquateti anti over-rateti tradition. Davîid
Hume in his day corafesseti that lie bac! neyer rezd
the New Testament through even once, anti many af
the most noasy anti most prc:cnîaaus among the mi-
ern assailanis ai that by nu mens formitiably large
volume woltid, if the>' were equally honesi, bc farced
ta make a not greaîiy dafférent acknuwledgment. That
many prafesseci Christians are an a nat very dassimi-
las condition ma>' b. safcly affarmed without violiang
the requaremenas ezaher ai cbaraty or axuih. If then
the issue ai thas new version si0 fair change ail thîs as
ta leati multitudes ta, corne ta the perusal af these
Scriptures wath ail the fresliness ai novelty ant i vth
aIl the personal anterest awakened ian the first place
by merch> foilowing the fashion, at wiii b. somnetiaing
for whach tai be devoutRy thankiail, because sucli read-
ing and sucb inleirest cannaI in annumerabie cases but
resuit an permanent goond. 0E course there vall b. a
great parade ai very superflc.aal Biblical Iearning and
the Il original" wili ofien b. referreti ta ai tintes and
an ways that may b. positive>' whamsical. btaR) even
ail that, it niay b. hopedp, vîU under the blessang of
God, help forwarti the wade-sprcad, earnest and de-
vout study cf Gtds Word, so that multitudes who b.
g.sn the peiusal merci>' front curiast>' or because il
was Ilthe thing,» mna> have in coming years ta ihink
ai the issue ai the reviseti English version ai the New
Testament as the most important epoch in tîteir life's
bustor>', always Lai b. thouglit o aia he deeptst tîn-
terest and the tievoutcst praise.

Ci.e ai the New York papers vhosc evesy-tiay dis-
cussions and teachings are as far away as can wel be
imaganeti front cîther the letter or the spirt ai the
WVord ai God ihus indtcates whaî niay b. expcîcd,
anad like a strav shevs boy its conductors think thse
current sets amng aur neighbaaars:

"Nov, hoiever, we are tai have the New Testa-
ment la great suppi>', tai mccl au enormaus actuai de-
manti. People vil) buy il as they wouid any ai ber
book they were anxiaus tai reati. The>' will not need
lu b. unportuned ta taire a copy as a gift When thc
teviseti New Testament Io exposed for sale, therefore,
wft shail tee a différent sort of Bible readIng fram any
ta wlcb vrai have be.ai accusîm.d. Il vMi conne au

------------

ain entirely (resh bock ta a largo shAti cf those Who
buy Il, anti vitry man>' ci item vill reat i l for laiot.
mation atnti nstruction, vîthout an> prejtilice ai cdti-
cation, cither lalis tayaur or against It. Ilerce, vt
sa>' chat the IlibI, Io nov about ta recelve a nev kiai4
ai attention, and ta b. brought befosu an entlr.ly new
adience.

IWhat clTect <hlm navet treatment ai the Scrlptum
viii have, we inust vaît tn Lee Rt is nummlcast, ha%.
ever, that we are on the eve ai a périod o( Ilibitai
crhticini anti interpretaion, ta vttlch thom te nu par
aiel In the paît"

As aur a-cadets are avaîre the copyright is hcld in
Engianti, anti the plan is ta issue edillotrs et such liri
rtles, that even In the States it se îhougbe thut lt vîfl
not pay toa put oui any athers. In tiIs expectation we
are convinceti the managers viii tinti thaanselvs mi-.
taken, sa liait il wouiti have been botter ta have sup-,
plîcti plates (ram wblcb an>' naîmber of accurate and
aîiîhorizee copies caulti have been tbrown aoff un abus
sîie ai the Atlantic, tao mare especlal>' as vory liherai
pecunlar>' offiers veto matie ins ordor tai secure tbis
priviiege.

Ia vacw ai aU this coniing ferment anti discusuion
It may sua-cl> b. ývery reasanab>' txpecttd ibht Go6a
peuple the vorîti aver vaIR be special>' oarnest in
prayer that it ina> b. the beginîsing ai a great and
v'ide-spreati spiritual awakenlng, anti may issue an
lite, refrealiment, anti strcngthcning ta ntany vear',
tirs>' andi pcrsshing souWs

TUE SCOTT ACT' IN /A MIL TON.

NOTHI RNG '.oulti sua-el> b. mare absurd andi beyond
the mark, than ta ay> that thc defeat of the Scott

.%ct ln Hamîilton bas a-ung the tieaîh knell af total ab-
stinence apd prohibition ail aver Ontario. The fict
i,. it is fat bettes fur Uic ad vancement ai bath the caie
and the ailier ihai tings shoulti b. as îhey are, than
that the vote s!houiti have been the other va>', but by
a compasatively'insignificast majarit>'. That triumph
ai the anti-Si -a party, andtihUi manner la vbich at
vas celoba-ateti, yull not fl any of tho mare respec-
table ai its supporters with feinm tillier ai satisfac-
tion or securit>'. The tirunken tovtiy ecment vas, in
tbe celebraîion ait least,too, transparenl>' in the ascetn-
dent, and the manner in vbicb the gauticatus vas
wounid up vas enaugh La fill evtr>' decint mans uho
voteti an that side at once with indignation anti saame.
lnsîead af the agitation oves lb. whole subject being
endeti, it is simply beginning, anti sucis exhibitions as
I-iamilton vilnesseti ai tbe close of the "Iglanous
cclebratian,» wili malte mn>' - Uiougbtfui Christan
arai <anti there have teen, anti are mny> suds) who bhm

not as ycî seen bis vay ta anything but opposition in
thc Scoatt Act, pause an his course, and revise anti re-
verse ait once bis tieotetic conclusions anti bis ptaca.
cal action. _________

THEn elevenia annusi repart ai the Ontarioa Mutual
Insu rance Company' ai Waterloo, publisheti in athtr
columns, reveals it healtby anti evcr-incteausng busi.
ness. Mir. Wm. Henia>, the eiîergetic manager, bas
gooti reasan ta be prouti ai the ver>' satlsiactar>' posi-
tion ai hi. Company; anti we bave no doubt but that
thie prudent management vhicb bas characterizeti the
Boardi ai Dircctors in the pasi vill le canlinvectinl
thie future ; anti that subsequent reports viH prove
quite as checring as the anc nov placeti bofore the
readers ai THrI PRESIIYTERIAN.

V/E cal! special attention tai Uic ativertisement ia
refezence ta prizes altereti for the lies essa>', an cer-
tain specifieti subjects. W. have nu tiaubt that vea>'
rrany iU cordial>' entes upon this canipetition, aM
that as thse result, tiiere will ini due limse b. essays in
the hantis ai tise adjaidicators, nol anl>' fairI> enahîied
ta the pnizes affereti, but vorthy af beirîg given ta tlae
public tliraugb the press. This ought especai' lobe
the case villi the competition whlcihi leapen tu the
students ai ail the Presbylerian colleges of Uic Domtin-
ion. ifa fresis, vigarous anti comprehensaveessayas
Presbyîenianism, sucb as nia>' b. circulatei Largel>' la
aur chua-cles, anti recad vith latesesi anti avidi>' b>'
the general cammunit>', shol bit the resuit of ibis ci-
fer, a priz. vas neyer more fil> bestovcd-soney
bas not licezt Inviesteti witb greatci vlsdcns, or in a
manner flîLeti ta producc better resuits.

A FIRS'r-cu.ss Beu Org» for s"l ai a barguis
App>' at Tiiz Pitmsus'zaIM Off=,


