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talent necessary for their office as the
piiblishers of the Gospel ; and these gifts
oxciteil great astonishment in Jerusalem,
somne ascribing it to drunkenness, orhers
to iadness.

The disciples of Jesus began Io performn
miracles, at which the multitude, and
their rulers, wondered greatly ; but per-
secution accompanied their benevolent
efforts, and Peter and John were twice
cast into prison. Eni the latter instance
they were delivered by an angel, wbo
opened the prison doors and brought them
forth. These special proofs of the divine
agency that was working in their favor,
strenoethened the faith of old convertb,
white it invited the adherence of new
ones, and led to the formation ainong
them of a social body, by which the goods
of every member wvere held in comman.
From tbis circnmstance arose the memor-
able death of Ananfasq a hypocrite whose
fate affo,4ds the inost striking tesson of that
punisbment by which falsehood and in-
justice are generally overtaken. Thîis
man bad "isold a possession, but kept
back part of the price.," and when re-
proach ed by Peter for. bis fraudulent deal -
ing, lie fell cown and died before the
angry- apostle.

Ste phen., a deacon, wbose duty was to
attend to the civil interests of the churcli,
was soon afterwards stouied to death «,but
this act of violence, instead 0' impeding,
prouioted the progress of the Gospel.

The labors of the aposties were at tiret
confined to Jerusalem ; but they gradually
extended'their endeavors, and made inany
converts in Judea nnd Sainaria. The
conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch, af-
forded a proof of the wonderful effect of
the preachiag of the Gospel, aud that the
nations adjacent bo Judea were in somne
mensure prepared for the publication of
the doctrines of Christ.

The church, besides the chief priests
and rulers, lied many pereecutors, aînong
whoni was Saut o«Tarsus, in Cilicia after-
wards calle d Paul, and raised to thse diguity
of the apoatleship.

Patut had received the benefit of the
best education which Judea coutl afl'ord.
H1e was bred up at the feet of Ganialiel,
a celebrated doctor of the law-his natu-
rai talents were of thse first order, and
whatever he engaged lwas executed
with zeal and ardor. i enmity to the
Gospel was so great, that he made havoc.
of thse churcis, entersug iuta every bouse,
and seizing men and women conunitted
theru ta prison. While engaged in this
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warfarej, breathing out threûtenings and
siaugbter against tise disciples, hot had
procured letters fronut the high-priest ta the
synagogues at Daruascus ibat if lie found
any who professeý the faith of christ,
wbether men or womon, bc might bring~
them bound to Jerusalem. On his rond to
Daniascus, howvever, lio was arresîod in
bis mad carte-the Lord Josîts appeared
unto bim-he was etruck down te the
earth, continued blind for threc days, and
neither ate nar drank. This man became
one of thse nîost active and zoulous Ipreach-
ers of the Gospel, or, as ho Iirmseir ex.
pressed it ,ç "In lahors hoe was more abun-
dant.," than any of thea firet î'ublishers of'
the doctrine of Christ. The reason of the
Lord's 'appearing personally te hM, evi-
dently was, that it wvas necessary for% an
apostie to have sec the Lord, and 'wilh-
oùt ibis, lie could not have hlcd that office.

Thse aposties had qonfined their mission
'o the Jews only, but by epecial revela-'
tion, tbey were instr'scted te do so noa
longer, and Peter was commanded to go
ta Cesarea, and preacli the Gospel te Cor-
nelius, a centurion of the Dtalian baud, j
who bis ministry converted.j

Herod Agrippa grandson of Herod,>
thse Great, persecuted the church, and,
put to deatis the apostle James, thse son of
Zebedee,, and brother of John; ho alsa
imprisoned Peter, but, at the intercession
of the prayers cf thea churcli, ho was

The spisere of the labors of the apos(le;
Paul, was chiefly among the Gentiles, and,
after traversing great part of Asia blinor)
le at lengîli reached Athens, wbere
cchis spirit was stirred lu him, when be
saw the City wholly given ta idolatry."1;
(Acts xvii, 16.) Here lie discoursed
upon the attributes and identity of "itsel
unknown God," ta whom an altar had'
been tledicated, and mnade proselytes to bis
doctrine of some enlightened individual#.

Among tise collateral labors cf thisgreat
disciple, we may enuimerate bis triumnph"
over Elymas, a reputed sorcerer of Cyprus,
whom lie struck with sudden hlindness
for attemptin- ta reslet thse pogress offbis 1'
mission. 0 li

Iteturning labo Judea, Paut suffied 'l
mucis per8ecution, and tise multitude haV'!
ing declared, on one occasion, tisat suds'
a fellow was unfit to live, he appealed
from tise local judges to Rome, and set
forth fer that city. Pre-viouR, howeler)
to, hie setting sail, ho preclicted the great
danger of tise voyage, and tise evel)t
showed tisa hae wss rigist. Thse vessel


