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of Catechuniens," and the securing of " an intelligent profession of their
faitli front ruling eiders and deacons."

It iiay he well to observe, en passant, thiat these seemningly iiiild and
innocent statemients imnply a good deal. 'l'ie old book, which hias with-
stood the storms of centuries, is flot 'lof necessity " to be set aside. 0f
course îlot. That %would be too revolutionar,' a proposaI, too great a step
to be attenîpted at once ; but somiething else is to, be authorized for " suni-
dry practical uses." 'lle practical is conirnonly the iuafluential and domi-
nant factor in hurnan affairs-hence the sîgnificance of this movement.
The Confession, it seemis, is good enough in the niinister's library as hi-s
private ?,ade inecuin of orthodoxy, but it is to lie kept there in quiet seclusion,
because " for the clear presentation to the public of the Chiurch's exact doc-
trinal teaching, &,"sonxething better is desired For mïyseif I have used it
both in private and public and mean to continue to do so for the very pur-
pose of "'exact " wvork of this sort. 'l'lie efforts iii England to secure such a
comp.-ndium as that described have culiiinated this ycar in the adoption by
the Synod of twenty-four " Articles of the F-aithi." It goes unsaid that they are
not identical with the Confession iii form or substance-were this the case
they would be unniecessary- -atd it reniains to be seen wlhether they are to
supersede it. 'l'le pramnoters of the w'ork are perhaps willig to trust in the
so-called law of " the survival of the fittest."

In New Zealand the agitation for revision, or for sonmething else, bas run
iLs course; and the General Assenibly decîded fînally thiat aIl the liberty that
cati be desired may be enjoyed in ternis of the niodified formula of subscrip-
tion to the Confession of Faitli which lias been adopted. This formula gives
freedonm of opinion " on the teaching of said Confession in regard to the
duty of the civil miagistrate, niarriage with a deceased wife's sister, and the
fornis of expression in whicli the several doctrines are stated." This is surely
sufflciently open and indefinite to, nieet the wishes of any who are disinclined
to hold and teacli the doctrines of the Confession. If they are not bound to
"«the formis of exp)ression " in wvhich the doctrines are set forth then they cani
alter thieni to nieet their own views.

Thle Chiurchi of Scotland last year touched the sarne matter in a sontie-
whiat siimilar ianner. 'lhle formula of niinisterial subscription of 1694 was
sul)stituted for that of 17 1î . According to the latter, so long adhered to,
niiiiisters were required to accept the entire Confession as setting forth the


