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of the same dsy Tie large dinirg | fo7 the priscosr ke ecngra-c.sted bim

| hall was briiitenuy bghrad Al e
sciege wodenut 50d maARY Evited
gresus were theve 11 war s dmmer o
i booome of e yoozp rammr, une tewde
| of his clams. The rebocimaster zeard
the o of the sveming poopored, and
1ot widd enibosiwz. saa casking of
paws witz wikth It wss rectrved.
He mw the yours ow was bopousni
woastes k33 bps wick 2 sup of wize
freom the ghuos dedove lam, aad, rising
i Mis pheor ax the vight of she chair.
man, osmcentnor te gpeak. Bl the frw
words weve aoaror Fitered whew aguin,
in xa invixat, ke wene changed

He maw s roces baif darkened to
exciude the brightuems of the afteracon
sumshine tha: wae without. On a bed
i y & woman on whos
face death had evidently laid His strong
hand Though the countensnce wae
pale and worn with iliness, yet it was
nill anchanged in the maternal gentle-
nets which had softened and beantified
it, whea the motber, standing by the
oot of her sleeping boy, stooped and
kissed him. It was eren radiant and
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ber hand, reming on her bresst, pointed
to where she The i
i hee face brightened into s kind of
gory. Bhe whispered, “ Thete!” Then
mﬁemm“nm-am

iy ey « Mother ! *
Bntdemhmditwt. She hed entered
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wirmir on his defenss and  added
< Y.ou mmt be faugued with sach i
+3 y. Tais 3 very superfne brandy
{ bave bare ix glie desanmer, Win
1o take & glass with me 1™ And the
whooimssier saw the young man tow
bis thapks snd i and drain hiz gooms.
Eat immedisiely sgain the scene shifted.

A 100m cosily fornished und with al.
the taste and besmiy which naoght can
xive save the touch of & woman'e Land,
On a low rocking chair by s table,
pear & shaded drop-light, ss & young
wife 1exding alond in low sweet voice
to kim wbo, ou the c-her nide of the
table recliving in an easy chair, sut
g:mng. Presemtly he intexrupted
“ Vers, is there any of that brandy
lefc1™”  Sie lowered the book, looked
at him an instans, then rising went to
him, seated herssil oa is knee, rested
ber hand spom kis shoulder, and with
the otber spon his fnrehead, bant back
kis besd azd kiwed kim. Then per-
sussively she spcke :

“My boy, you don't want any I
know, now dc you 1™

“1 am afrsid, Hitle gicl” answered
he, “1 must plead guilty. I sappose
it is because of the long steady simain

by } of the past two days’ work, but I feel

exhausted and thivk a glass of brandy
would refresh me.”

A look of trouble shaded her face a
moment. Then, linking her arm in
his, she -Ed“(}om,ﬁll I skow you

Lifting him with gentle force, she led
himintotheadjoinig:momto;heﬁ&e
of & iittle cot where, with chabby hand
thrown over the coverlid, s little child
lay in the sweet balmy slumber of
infancy.

They both watched the little form
lovingly someé momenta, then she
whispered,

« Harry, if you have no fear for

yourwelf, are you not afraid for him1”

He started and back,

“What! little girl, you don’t think—

sureiy can’t mean— Why, Vens,

do you think I shall ever become a
siave to wine—a drunkard 1”

“XNo one ever thought he would be-
come such,” she answered. “But there,”
88 she saw the look of pain in his face,
and threw her arms about his neck »0
that her head Iay on his shoulder, “do
not be grieved. But I have been w0
much in fear, and am afraid now. I

3

&
2

i
ief
- 1g
‘¢

:

;

T
i

i
i

i

in whirpers long and with an earnest
res simost conrulsive, while in the
will night waiches no ciber wound is
beard save the dewp mericrous breath-
ing thet marks the elesp cf one nnder
the influence of wine,

Then this pictare, wo, faded ; and
afier it in qiick procession scene after
sxene, extending over {wo years' time,
raseed in review befors the old man.
Present in them all was the same
familiar face, but not one in them 2’}
did he see that face sgain flushed with
wine. He saw the sweet gentienem of
the young wife's face again unclouded.

Then came one picture that lingered
longer than the rest. Grouped in a
lsrge room were s number of meo.
There had that day been & grand politi-
cal dinner, Enthusissm bad run hi
8peoches bad been made, toasts drunk
and wine flowed freely, Scarce one
man in that p but had more or lem
desply drunken of it. Thes the old
man saw smoucg the group that one face
be had seen throughout flushed and ex-
cited a4 on that night two years before.
Scarce had he bebeld when an angry
word was spoken, and the face flashed
the desper crimson of wine and pamion
combined. Then be saw a fierce and
tudden blow and a man fall, in his
descent striking bis head on the arm of
s chair. He saw the bystandera raise
the fallen man all limp and unconscious.
He maw .n;zso- hastily summoned,
haviag made his examination, shake his
head ominously. And he smw the
amailant with face now no longer lushed

almost wailing cry, ¢ ! have
I killed him.” i 4

Thea this pi vanished and in its
place the old man again looked upon a
crowded court-room. In the dock with
bowed head and haggard face sat the
man whom he had heard pleading for
the life of amother, now himself on
trial for taking the life of a fellow-man
There was stillnem, followed by a sud-
den movement in the crowd, the jury-
men entaring with their verdict.
filed into their box. The crier com-

Then, s before, the events of two
other years in quick moring
panorama re the ayes of the old
man. In all be saw the same familiar
face coufined in a prison eell. E
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very iil. Wken he is better |
coms 1o You. — V ERA."”

Then, nerving himaslf o the (g
he tore open the cther letter iy

will

wis brief snd almost bruwl iyl

bleni ness,

“Your son died yesterdsy cf feve
Your wils & very ill with the wam,
direase. She is delitiomn, and o)
doctor gives no hope. Bhe s [y
you incessantly.”

With a cry, the man sprang 1 ki
feet. “My God! muw I be cage
here, and-———." Tha utterance erde]
in a groan, and he dropped down o
the badside and sobbed in all the feur.
fal agony of a strong man whoee hear;
was breaking.

Then the old man sw come forth,
thres weeks later, from the priton door
s man 20 aged by grief—s0 broken and
haggard—so y wi reck.
Jems-—00 crazed by sorrow, that it would
have been but common charity to have
testrained him there till he bad re
covered of calmness and reason
to make it safe to leave him with

Five years went by s time spoeds
in s dream, and the old man av
picture, fearfal in its vividnes:
It was past midnight. In the ill kept,
dingy sittisg-room of & Jow country iny,
before an opm in which
smouldered & fow -mt:“ll: sat for
scarce moving, wi is chia
and his elbow on his
man with the batiered, disi
and wretohed look charscterisic
the comm'n drankard. He wa
Ia faint faghes of the fire
light the old man coald di ish the
of the face, and though bloated
they were but the
once had been,
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that had twined his arms abcut his
mother's neck in that plessanc sitticg
room loug before,
Preseatly the man ress, wemt to the
door of the room, and softly cloeed it

They { Then he took down from where it hong

on brackets on the wall a musket. He
examined it carefully to assmre himself
it was loaded. Thea he oocked it,
rested the stock upon the floor, placed
the muzzle againet Lis forehesd, snd
aguinst the trigger

but that was all. Impatiently bhe
raised the weapan to again ok 1
whea ke noticed the eap had fallen of.
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