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PLEASANT

HOTURS.

The Refuge.

Within the car a little girl

With bair of gold, and tress and curl
Like living sunshine-—-all alive,

Kept flitting up and down the aisle :
Now here, now there, from seat to seat
Danced merrily the little feet ;

The sunny face now pressed the pane,
Now called the sunshine back again.

All loved her, as from place to place
She fluttered with a birdlike grace ;
And now with this one, now with that
Stopped to exchange a smile or chaf,
So the Ton: journey was beguiled ;
Her blue eyes could so friendly be,
Nobody knew whose treasure she.

But suddenly from sunlit plain

Into a tunnel rushed the train.

Ah, then we knew whose arms should
hold

:Il‘he little one with locks of gold :

Papa ! papa !’ she trembling cried,
And, groping, sought her father's side ;
-;\5 ~u% into the day we dashed,

Ter head lay on her father’s breast !

"Tis #o with us : when life Is fair,
&, too, forget our Father’s care,
And wander wheresoe’er we will ;
But oh, he's watching, watching still ;
And when the shadows around us fall,
© hears and heeds his children’s call.
€ run to him with fear oppressed—
He folds us to his gracious breast.
—Selected.
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LESSON VII.—MAY 17.
PARABLE OF THE POUNDS.
Like 19. 11-27. Memory verses 13-16.
GOLDEN TEXT.

]eHe that is faithful in that which 1s
thast fe faithful alse in much : and he
ina' Is :njust in the least is unjust alsc
muck ~Luke 16. 10.
Time, A.D, 30.

Place.--At or near Jericho.
CO! 'NECTING LINKS.

A rich yi.ng ruler was told how he
Dight nherit eternal Jits; the erucifixion
¢ foratold; two “!ind men were healed;
'ist became the guest of Zaccheus, a
DUblican; and to the crowd assembled
?mund '8 house, as weoll as to the dis-

I‘,‘!"'es. h2 sp~ke this Parable of the
Ounds,

DAY BRY DAY WORK.

”Monda‘\, —Read lesson

Uke 19, 11-27). P1 ‘nare to tell in your

OWn words the las! lesson and this.

h ‘legday.— Read about our talents and

v°‘W to uge them (Matt. 25. 14-30). Tiv in

'i‘;; mind Time, Place, and Connecting
dnks,

Wednesday.—Read l.ov a young man
Yon promotion (Gen. :l. 37-35). Learn
the Golden Text.

Thursday.—Read 1vhat God promises
800d gervants (Mal. 3. 1%-18). Leara the

fmory Verses.

Triday,—Read a list of God’s gif's (1
Cor. 12, 1-11). Answer the Questinna.

Saturday.—Renad what is the ri-' ¢
of gifts (Rom. 12. 1-9).
ings of the Lesson.

sunday.--Read what will happen on the
last day (2 Peter 3. 1-14),

QUESTIONS.
1. The King, verses 11-15.

thiqg  week's

HET]

Study the T ach-

THE SICK

2. The Workers, verses 16-19.

16. How much did the first man gain?
How did he show his modesty ? 17. For
what will God reward people? Will
there be different degrees of reward? 19.
Why was the second man’s reward less ?
What classes are represenied by these
two people ?

3. The Idler, verses 20-27.

20. What was this napkin? How
might he have used it ? 21, How did he
excuse himselt ? For what do men blame
God ? Was his charge a true one ? 22.
Why was he called “wicked?”’ 23. What
was meant by the bank ? 24 If we do
not use our powers what follows ? Give
instances of people losing in this way.
26. How can we wii promotion ? 27.
‘What will be the doom ot the rebellious ?

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

Our talents are in no sense our own.
We hold them in trust. All can be
equally faithful; we must use or lose.
There is no excuse for idleness. God
glves the means to do what he requires.
If we gain for God he will give us words
of approval and higher positions. If we
fail to serve God we wil! have no excuse
at last. Opposition to Christ will hurt
nc one so much as ourselves; we should
make.Jesus our friend now.

A DUG SAVING A SHIPWRECKED
CREW.

A gentleman connected with the New-
foundland fishery was once possessed of a
dog of singular fidelity and sagacity. On
one occasion a boat and a crew in his
employ were In circumstances of con-
siderable peril, just outside a line of
breakers., which, owing to some change
{n wird or weather, had, since the de-
parture of the boat, rendered the return
passage threugh them most hazardous.

The spectators on shore were quite un-
able to render any assistance to their
friends afloat. Much time had been
spent, and the danger seemed to increase
rather th:an diminish. Our friend the dog
Jooked on for a length of time, evidently
aware of there being a great cause for
anxiety in those around. Presently, how-
ever, he took to the water, and made his
way through the raging waves to the
bret. The crew supposcd he wished to
join tnem, and made various attempts to
induce him ‘. come aboard; but go, he
would not go within their reach, but con-
tinued swimming about at a short dis-

BPARROW.

tance from the boat. After a while, and
several comments on the peculiar conduct
of the dog, one of them suddenly divined
his apparent meaning, “ Give him the
end of a rope,” he said, “ that is what he
wants.” The rope was thrown, the dog
seized the end in an instant, turned
round, and made straight for the shore,
where, a few minutes afterwards, boat
and crew—thanks to the intelligence of
our four-footed friend—were placed safe
and sound !'—Aims and Objects of the
Toronto Humane Society.

CHARACTERISTICS OF ANIMALS.

A poor sparrow, being unable to fly,
clung to a twig which two others bore,
as shown in the cut.

The greyhound runs by eyesight only,
and this we observe as a fact. The
carrier-pigeon flies his two hundred miles
homeward by eye-sight, viz., from point
to point of objects which he has marked;
but this is only conjecture. The flerce
dragon-fly, with twelve thousand lenses
in its eye, darts from angle to angle with
the rapidity of a flashing sword, and as
rapidly darts back, not turning in the afr,
but, with a dash, reversing the action of
his four wings, and Instantaneously cal-
culating distance of the objects, or he
would dash himself to pieces. But in
what conformation of his does this con-
sist 2 No one can answer.

A cloud of ten thousand gnats dance
up and down in the sun—the minutest
interval between them—yet no one
knocks another headlong upon the grass,
or breaks a leg or a wing, long and
delicate as they are.

A four-horse coach comes suddenly up-
on a flock of geese on a narrow road, and
drives straight through the middle of
them. A goose was never yet fairly run
over, nor a duck. They are under the
very wheels and hoofs, and yet, somehow,
they contrive to flap and waddle off.
Habitually stupid, heavy, and Indolent,
they are, nevertheless, equal to the
emergency.

‘Why does the lonely woodpecker, when
he descends his tree and goes to drink,
stop several times on his way, listen and
look around before he takes his draught ?
No one knows.

A young student of Natural History
conveys to the N. H, Farmer some of his
observations in the stock-yard. He
noticed that a horse in rising from a re-
cumbent position, employed his fore legs
as a fulerum to raise his body, but that

is
with the bovine tribe the HY“E: 1o
versed. It was noticed, too, t w
in flying from one place to ﬂns ,
less frightened or hardly pred wall o
upon the top of the fence OF field
take a brief survey of the nev;’s B
fore dropping into it. There olly
characteristic of the hen 2% op¥
readily explained, and that i8 & 4 pit

ity to steal away to some ;’ put m”;
where an egg is to be deposite h 109'“130
ing a terrible eackling Whe2 .4

thus betraying what she okl
anxious to conceal. A dog, intﬂew o
place of repose, is very 8P fore daro
around two or three times be! adin
ping down, even though 10 s
there requiring this preparaﬂon'of 8 “e:c
in seeking rest upon the Hmb O Fool?
almost invariably drops below = e o
selected, and rises to it by 2 3 o
ward curve, +ated )
Several observers have 8 a,llghry
monkeys certainly dislike beingm giﬂ”I
at, and they sometimes invent Ga dep®
offences. In the Zoological ot 109
saw a baboon that always % ok 0 tm,
furious rage when its keeper 10° "yl 1
letter or book and read it alO“t 88
and his rage was so violent b
witnessed on one occasion, he !
legs until the blood flowed °“t'htbit 0"}
mals feel wonder, and many exi g or?y
osity, the latter quality affordin parts |
tunity for the hunters, in manme tbeg)
the world, to decoy their gameu,ation' o
power. The faculty of Im sciall?
strongly developed in man, esp lial'm f
a barbarous state, is not & PeCl % ¢ of
monkeys. A certain bull-w"ﬂio 0 %
acquaintance, when he wishes dte of t“l,
of the room, jumps at the han $

w8 1§
door and grasps it with his pav™

though he cannot himself dglc:n W“‘}
handle. Parrots also repro 0 ’
wonderful fidelity the tones of eared %
different speakers, and puppies rheif f"ec
cats have been known to lck tanﬂer "d
and wash their faces after the 87" 4

thelr foster-mothers. Attentio} 10"’0{

ory are also present In the s
mals, and it is impossible to d;ﬂozv i“;
the dreams of dogs and horses 8 tﬁ‘{s
presence of imagination, or that & un"n
sort of reason is also present. v 2%
also profit by experience, as ”‘% eio
realizes who has clogely obSE"VeToroﬁ'
actlons.—Afms and Objects of the
Humane Society.

R. M. BALLANTYNE®
Miscellany of Entertaini®
and Instructive Tales.

» |
With Tllustrations. 35 cts. €8°

Fighting the Whales; or, Doings a8 »
A gers i;nt.il Fi!\%iﬁ% Cruise, Life .ﬂl";%
wa (] erness ; or, L
the Red Indians and Fur Traders of No
America. o
Fast in the Ice; or, Adventures in the P
Regions.
Chasing the Sun: or, Rambles in Nor‘"{;}r
Sunk at Sea ; or, The Adventures of Wa#
ing Will in the Pacific. Wi“’l
Lost in the Forest; or, Wandering
Adventures in South America.
Over the RockLMountains sor, W
Will in the Land of the Redskin. W"ak
Saved bﬁ the Lifeboat ; or, A Taleof V™"
and Rescue on the Coast. i (}o"k’
The Cannibal Islands; or, Captel® ¥
Adventures in the South Seas. a of th
Hunting the Lions; or, The Lan .
Negro. . C,,,]ifc'r
Digging for Gold ; or, Adventures it
nia. o8 .
Up in the Clouds ; or, Balloon V°?'r';f, g
The Battle and the Breeze ; or»
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and Fancies of a British Tar. wi
. stern
11. How far was Jericho from Jerusa~ Thedfri::sers. A Tale of the Wo
om ? wiat led Jesus to speak this ! |
]tqr?qi)]o 2 12, Whom did the noblemap The Story of the K
:z;ix‘fesent? 13. To how many servants Roc

Wrecked, but not Ruined.
The Thorogood Family. th Se*
The Lively Poll : A Tale of the Nor

i hrist
ne intrust money ? What' did C
gaigan to teach by the few faithful on-s
and the many rebels ? What was the
value of a pound ? How did Eastern
masters make money ? 14.. Who was xn;
presented by these rebellious o;itizens;?
15. Can opposition hinder Christ’s plan ?
F(;r what are our talents given us? Is
Christ’s kingdom to he advanced by per~
pooRtion
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