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Y> lHE bistory of science
tells us that in ail ages

1 )î he brighîes t minds have
been eungagcd in the

rli ig and school hiad its
~û thinkers on the origin,

nature and dustiny of

the human race. "'Knoiv

precept, engraved in the
Temple of Delphos.

To our first father, God revealed the
origini and destiny of Man. This know-
]edgre %vas transmiitted (romi father to son,
buit as miankind (cli into sine they turned
Off froroi the illiiminated paths of faithi,
and forg.'ttinig God, iost the truth He had
reveaied. Throtigh the violation of the
lav, they iost the gift ot faith, they, depriv-
ed themnselves of ail rernembrance not
oniy of their Creator, but of Ny'hat thcy
were themnselves, and w~hat they wvere in-
tended for. A p)owerful illustration is
this, that faitb, a brighit gift of the AI-
mnighty, wlvI not live long in a heart given
11p to sin and vice, and therehy rendered
inimical to H-in). 'l le Prince of dark-
IlLbS did not succeed in utterly extinguishi-
ing this lighrt, (or ail nations have pre-

servd soe vaue notions, ciothed with
the fancies of idolatry, but yet revenling
traceýs of a universal helief, and evidence
of the unity of the huinan race. One
nation alone, the Jews, preserved the iight
of faith.

Ilowing the inclination of the intellect
aftur knoiedge, ani rCcognizing tbiat

he propier study of iii.nk-iii is înaîi,"
the wise men of1 pagan nation,-, e<\ercised
theniselves greaily w'ith the question,
WVhat is 'Man ? Thevy saw that lie wvas the
highest and iost pecrfect being iii nature,
truly Wolntlerful, and a fit subject of
ih1ilosophicai speculation. 0f the (;reeks,

S<)cratesi Plato and ArÎstotle hand studicd
dleejily and proclaimied different theories in
eNplflnation, but ail more or less insepar-
abilv connected with their j;aganlisin; soine
truthis they had indeeLi discovered. eýi)eri-
alibad Aitîe u loehrnopee
A\mong the Romans, Cicero stands first
and nearest the whole truthi of nian's coni-

position and destiny. l'he origin of man
had, however, baffled the brigh test of pagan
intellects. With bis belief, Cicero pro-
claimied the hiighest principies of paigan
niorality. Fie iived in that period of in-
tense darkness, just before the daivn of
Christianity, whien piagan nations were at
the lovýst deep of idoiatry and eîror;
their condition could not be more degrad-
ed. A keen observer and volumiinous
writer, bis works reflect the current beliefs
of bis time. Froni the dism-al view of lifel
universally entertained, may be inferred
the errors of the prevaient doctrine.
Poets, philosophers and bistorians de-
clared Man to be the most miserable and
abject of creatures. What wonder, then,
that suicide Nvas frequent, since, flot know-
in-, God and the immoitality of the sou],
they believed that death terminated for
ever a iniserable existence ! Not so thoughit
Cicero, as shown particularly in his De
Sewc/u/e. To this essay of " the greatest
of Romans," we wish to refer, on account
of its teachings, and the manifestation
therein of a spirit of independence in
maintaining what his countrymen denied,
and of a desire for the supremacy of the
truth.

A study of De Sen'ec/u/e discovers the
heighit of pagan Rom&f-s morality, -and its
science of Man. Cicero did not believe
in the absolute misery of rnankind, and
ainis at showing how happiness may be
procured to old age, a period of life gener-
aliy deenied insufferable. Now, the desire
for happiness is the stimulus of Man's
every act, of the pagan, and of the Chiris-
dian. anwas niade for happiness, flot
the worldly but the heavenly one, this is
bis ultimiate end, the possession of bis
Creator, bis supremne bappiness. But
though so ordained, he is flot debarred
fron) erijoying it rationally here below~.
l'ie man cf the worid, possessed of a
powerless will, or guided hy a fa-lse reaison,
seeks the pleasures of earth, and wvhen lie
lias found theni thinks iniself happy.
'l'le man of God seeks not hiappiness
hiere, but in Fleaven, where oniy there is
truc happiniess. The pagans soughit it in
this wvorld and shaped their actions accord-
ingiy. Cicero's essay may be termei ;a


