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* Tbe Gospel by John. in which the lessons now
,Ire, breathes the.very mind of Christ. Studying
the lite off Jc>us the Christ, the Son of God,

.4,Miein, earneît teachers will reek by prayer and

cornunion wýth lm tbrough the Word ta keep
the trolley an the wire, ta preserve the contact
of faitb, tlhat their lives may be energized off

*pod, and the very touch off their hands be
magfletic.

When the life of the yauth burdened with sin
is touched by the life ai the teacher tram sin set
free, and he la led by faith1 througb the Word,
until braught into contact with Christ, urne-
diatcly he knows that tue Gospel is, by faith, the
power o! God u'nta, hil, salvation. The commis.
sion given ta the apoStie ià% repeated ta the
teacher, es the Master sends him forth ta teach His
Word ta the young. "4Ta apen their eyes and
ta turri theni from darkness ta, iight, and from
the power off Satan unto God, that .they may re
ceive forgiveneas of sins and inheritance among
theoe which are sanctified'" 'Tii a work warty
off angels ; msy the Christ strengthen His tiach-
ers and guide ta its faithini performance!
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CLASS ATTENDANCE

By Rev. Principal Mc Viar, D. D., LL. D.

(Ffth Article of Sprea an 'lTse Sunday Scbool Teacher
in Vgriaus Aspects'l

Haw ta secure the regular attendance off pupils
in tbeir classes is yet an unsoived prablem with
superintendents and Sunday Schooi conventions.
Specially is this the caue with regard ta, senior
scholars. Infants and those a 'little beyond this
stage are usualiy governed by parents ; bat who
can contrali te seniors? This is the perplexing
question. Doubtful methods, byno meanselevait.
ing in their nature an~ tendencies, are sometimes
followed in gathering and retaining smaller chul-
dren. These methods, however, avail little or
nothing with pupils in the transition stage 'be.
tween bayhood and manhood.

It is DotOrious, for exaniple, that the attend.
ance off juniors is-in somse instances virtually paid
for by rewards and inducensents off vatiom smorts.
Schools 4~'e adtuaUy-kfsown toi compete with one
another. ini this respect, but such rivalry.is sui.

cidal, because wbat at firat is sufficient induce.
ment soon laie its attractive pawer, and the de.
mmad for larger--compensation for mubmitting ta
be taught is sure ta corna.

It. la nat denied thA under such conditions
sanie good "~y be donc, acholars may learn
something off the prescribcd leusona, but they
learn at the same tirxqe ta act from wrong motives,
and may finally came ta think that they are really
entitled ta acta price upon thi service rendered
ta the teacher and school by their attendance.
Thiis is ail wrang. It fosters the evil which it ia
intended ta remove.

Eq ually perniciaus is it, in order ta attraet
senidr pupils, ta miniater, as ia occaaionally donc,
ta the prevailing dcpraved taste for emagerated,
and highly colored tales off wild adventures. This
is a grass perversion off the supreme purpose af
the Sabbath Schoi. It is a prostitution oi the
sacred office off the teachcr, and wanton trifling
wiZ the Word off God and the eternal intereat off

Young.
Tbe vital question is, what' are the causes off

the irregular attendance or non-attendance com-
plained of ? Who are ta blanie-teachers, pupils,.
parents or athers ? The blame may be widely
diffused ; but I venture ta think that it is chieily
traceable ta, professedly Christian homes.
Famnily religion off a truly spiritual type bas
off late years been waning. Parental author.
ity is becoming feebie and ineffective. God said
off Abram, IlI knaw bim, that lie wiul com-
mand his children andl bis household after him "
(Gen. 18 : î9), ut this sort off famiiy governîment
is naw aut afshon. The aId apostalic precept
seems ta be re rse and made ta read, IlParents
obeyau cul4ren in aillthings."' Thehaif-grown
baya and girls bhaare on the eve offcoming out
int societyo(-tie what the family lite maust be,
what religion and other exercises are ta be
countenanced, and it is flot surprising that Bible
classes are not made praminent in the pro.
gramme.

The conspicudus absence frai Sunday Schools,
prayer meetings, -and Sabbath evening churcli
services off what are called Illeading men" is
another stmn#ling block. In most places ta be
a illeading man " toeans ta bc the possessor, on
a large mcale, off money or money's worth. hec
example off sicb bas mighty potency among their
poarer tellow-creaturcs.-, If they do nothing for


