
TUE PALM BRANCH.

HOLZNBSS REQ UIRED IN MISSIONV
WORK.

SOULD itnot be very intcresting to read the
,~thoughtful answers given by each reader

Of the PUbt BRANCII if asked the question,
What did the blessed Saviaur niean wihen

He issued the command '"Be ye perfect as your
Father in Ileaven is perfect." Some wouild no doubt
say: to be perfect as Our Fatiier in Heaven is quiteè
impossible. But wvou1d jesus comnmand us to do im-
possibilitiesP Surely not. Let us try and see what
H1e did mean. W'e know that the eternal God in Ris
infiffite holiness and attributes is far bcyond auy
human imitation. H1e has a holiness ana perfection
ait His own. So We, acca~rding.to our ability miust
have a perfection of characte. zttainabie to thc
humanity redeemed by ttie Saviour, who purchased
by His death our restoration to, the favor and image
of God, in w!iose image weyi ere first created. jesus
is mnade unto, us wisdom alid righteousness, sanctifi-
cation and redemption. While in these imperfect
bodies we shall neyer be perrect in kr.,owledge or in
judgrnent, but i1ooking to Jesus, trusting Him, and
trying to obey Ris commnands, God aècepis our-
feeble efforts and we may bc preserved blatneless and
at last presented -fauldess. We read of job, Noah,

*of Asa and othiers who wÈre -called perfect mnen, but
th'Urè were many things in their lives which were
faulty. EvidentIy their judgment and knowledgz
were iniperfect and they made many inistakes, but if
with our best energies we seek to know and do God's
wiIl, trusting in jesus our-righteousness, we "«-shah.
not corne into condemna-tioni.» Our blessed Saviour
saîd, «'If ye love mie ye wiI keep my contmandments.»
His hast command to His -disciples was tu go into all
the world and teach ail nations. The inargin says,
"inake Christians of ai! natkprs.'1 How we value the

Iast words of our dear friend:>, just as they are leaving
us. The disciples followed about their blessed MLtster
after R1e had been r'estored to them froin the grave,
and treasured up every word that feil from RHis lips.
On that mernorable ascension day Ile Led them out
as far as Bethany, speaking to thern of things pertain-
iiig to Ris kingdom and giving them Ris hast coin-
mands. 11e knew, they were at best but weakc,

*imperfect men, but ' ie proniised thtrn, if they were
obedienit, that power from the Uohy Ghiost should bc
given themn, rendering. tliem abundantly able to
accomplieh ail that Ht required of theoa. They were
to rernain i. 'erusalemn in prayer and supplication until
the promised power was bestowed upon theni. They
we re tq go forth4t Samar-la and ail judea, and tt.,
the tiftermost tarts of the earth. How littie those.

loving disciples seemed to reahize wvhat %vas imrnmedi-
ately to follow, but as their adored Master 'vas speak-
ing; lifting up those biessed nzil.pierced hands in
blessing and benediction, *solenny and silently Hie
arose before their astonished gaze, until a clQud re-
ceived LIim out of their sight. While thus standing
in awe.stricken wouder, suddenly two bright-winged
angels appeared in their midst, wvho, with cornforiing
words assured thern, that as they had thui s'een Ifum
ascend into Heaven, so in like manner He would
come again. As their, preeious Master *had- been,
restored to thern front the dead, they seemed ever
after to have carried abouit with thei the thoughit
that Rie ivould again ézie long'reappear. So they went
to Jertusalein as Re hiad directed, and continued in
prayer and supplication, until the proniised loly,
Spirit Nvas given themn, after which they went forth
inàto' ail the then known world, preaching the gospel
news, and multitudets by zhousands, were won for
Christ. While belié trs t .is continued working.un-
der the power of the I¶oly, Ghost, how were they blest
and what wvonderful success attended their efforts.
Had thîs state of things but continued, how soon the
whole world would have been reachedl, and as the
nations increased the apostolic doctrine of jesus and
Him crucified, would have continued to spread, until
heathenismi and Paganism would have been unknown.
But alas 1 as we read in St. John's appeal to the,
churches in Asia, in the ist chapters of the Revela-
tions, we find they relapsedînto Laodicea-a lukewarm-
ness and indifférence, overcome by the love of the'
world and worldly rich-s and honors, until bereft of
the Spirit's power, as in the dark ages the nations
sank into idolatry and heathenisin, and now how rnany
Millions have neyer even heard of the name of jesus.
Thank God, in these hater days the Holy Spirit is
again working, and our niissionary societies are seek.
ing by Ris power to obey these hast comnmands of otur
risen, Lord. Wesley said, that God raised up the
Mvethodist church in order to spread Scriptural hohi-
ness throughout the world. Oh how long. have we
-neglected to fulfil this divine purpose. How miany
have gone down to everhasting death whîle we have
delayed ? My dear sisters, shall the blood of souls befound on our skirt.s ? Let us arise and do ail .we can
to haste-A this soul saving work. But nothîng can be
done without the power of the Holy Spirit. It is
still ours if we seek it as did the early disciples, wait-
ing upon God in believing prayer and holy consecra-
tion. Thank God for those who have thus couse-
crated thernselves, and are bearing the burden and
heat of the dây ; but how many stand aloof as though
they cared for none of these things. Oh if the
thousands of Our churches were thus anointed by the

-Holy Ghost, how many of our young people in their
youthful strength and vigor would be offering for
distant fields, wvhile those at home would aIl aid by
prayers and offerings and every effective effort, until
speedily the kingdouis of this earth would become
the kingdoms of our Lord and Ris Christ.
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